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Outline:
● Hijacking decision making of groups by design

○ Misinformation, disinformation, and propaganda as hostile scaffolds
○ Gen-AI propaganda = slopaganda

● The cognitive science of slopaganda
○ Attention economy
○ Memory, emotion, and negativity-confirmation biases
○ Portents of the slopaganda shitstorm

● Interventions by design
○ Psychological interventions
○ Technological interventions
○ Political-economic interventions







● Misinformation
● Disinformation
● Propaganda



Slopaganda, a tentative definition:
Propaganda: intentional manipulation of beliefs 
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Slopaganda, a tentative definition:
Propaganda: intentional manipulation of beliefs 
and other attitudes to achieve political ends 
(Roberts et al. 2018; Stanley 2015)

Slop: unwanted AI-generated content

Slopaganda: unwanted AI-generated content that 
is spread in order to manipulate beliefs and other 
attitudes to achieve political ends.  













13 stars?11 stars? 16 stars?



Potential purposes of slopaganda (following Morton 2004):
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foot soldiers 
(rationale for action)

Glory to the heroes of Russia!
Dmitry Savelyev

Sergeant 
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Potential purposes of slopaganda (following Morton 2004):

foot soldiers 
(rationale for action)

ideologues 
(orchestrating
mass action)

bureaucrats 
(rationale for authorization)
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Volksempfänger



A brief history of propaganda



What distinguishes slopaganda?

● Scale (how much can be produced)
● Speed (how quickly it can be disseminated)
● Scope (audience size)
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See Brandolini’s “law”:  

“The amount of energy needed to refute bullshit is an order of magnitude bigger than 
that needed to produce it.”

















the false positives
(thinking it’s slop when it’s not)
may be as corrosive of trust 
as the false negatives
(thinking it’s not slop when it is)



“I don't know where this photo came from and honestly, it doesn’t matter [...] it is emblematic of the 
trauma and pain people are living through.”

– Amy Kremer, RNC-Georgia



Chris Cuomo falls for AI deepfake of AOC



Chris Cuomo falls for AI deepfake of AOC,
doubles down with more emblematic language

“You are 
correct...that was a 
deepfake (but it 
really does sound 
like you). Thank 
you for correcting. 
But now to the 
central claim: show 
me you calling on 
hamas to surrender 
or addressing the 
bombing of a car in 
st louis belonging to 
the idf american 
soldier?”
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Zeynep Tufecki, as usual



Seriously, fuck this guy









From the government shutdown
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Technological interventions



“The government of an exclusive company of merchants is, perhaps, 
the worst of all governments for any country whatever” because such a 
company occupies a hybrid role of both merchant and sovereign. Such 
an organization is, according to Smith “a strange absurdity” in 
corporate political economy. “As sovereigns, their interest is exactly… 
that of the country they govern [e.g., India or Indonesia]. As merchants, 
their interest is directly opposite to that interest.” 

Political-economic interventions





Thanks for
your attention!
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