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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: THE 7TH YEAR IN BRIEF

Foreword
Looking at its 7th year of activity, the Nexa Center achieved particularly interesting results in the 

fields of open data, network performance analysis, privacy law & economics, and the implemen-
tation of linked data technologies. The Nexa Center increased the number and variety of its publica-
tions, and continued to enrich its international connections, improving its visibility.

Within one of its long standing areas of interest, open data, the Nexa Center identified new re-
search threads and applications, such as the benchmarking of technical features of broadly used pieces 
of software for open data publication. An article on this topic, by R. Iemma, 
F. Morando, and M. Osella, earned the Best Paper Award at the CeDEM 
2014 conference at Krems University. Other interdisciplinary case studies 
addressed government transparency, and disclosure of consumption data.

The  Neubot project on  network neutrality progressed by adding 
new network tests, in particular a plugin emulating the Dynamic Adaptive Streaming over HTTP (DASH, 
an MPEG standard also used by YouTube). The Nexa Center also developed 
Neuviz (the Neubot Visualizer), a prototype to visualize Neubot network 
data, and started working on a Neubot-for-Android application. In March, 
Simone Basso, Neubot project leader, successfully defended his doctoral 
thesis, becoming the first official PhD produced by the Nexa Center. 

New research threads in the field of  funda-
mental rights were established, some of which jointly addressing a legal and 
economic analysis of privacy, e.g., drawing attention on the implications of hypo-
thetical 'individual-centric' data ecosystems. A promising research thread focus-
ing on legal aspects of service robotics was launched, discussing a broad set 
of emerging legal issues, from liability to data treatment. 

In the linked open data domain, our software TellMeFirst was im-
proved by updating its knowledge base and exposing new APIs. TellMeFirst 
gathered the interest of Telecom Italia, that is contributing in its develop-
ment both by writing code and providing the Nexa Center with some fi -
nancial  support. Moreover, TellMeFirst  is  being  used to classify  network 
measurement methodologies within the EU Network of Excellence in Internet Science (EINS).

As for the public domain and the (intangible) commons, the Nexa Center supported the Ital-
ian  translation and adoption of the 4.0 version of the Creative Commons Public Licenses, 
raising awareness on its new features. Moreover, the Nexa Center participated in several critical consul-
tations promoted by Italian and European institutions on copyright-related topics.

Our #socialUniversity project was arguably the first quantitative study on the use of social 
networks by Italian universities, including a limited international comparison. This project received 
considerable attention by the Italian media, and was presented at the CeDEM 2014 conference.

The 4th Nexa Annual Conference was held in Turin on November 30th, 2013, with a focus on In-
ternet & Democracy. The Conference contributed to shed some light on a broad set of aspects, from the 
relationship between online and offline interaction, to discussions on eDemocracy endeavors worldwide. 
The Conference brought together both renowned lecturers and young talented scholars.

The Nexa Center also contributed to the “Computer Ethics: social and ethical aspects of the digi-
tal revolution” conference, held November 18th, co-organized with AICA - “Associazione italiana per 
l'informatica ed il Calcolo Automatico”, and involving several Nexa-affiliated speakers.  
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As far as international relations are concerned, the Global Network of Centers on Internet 
& Society increasingly represented an occasion to set up collaborations on topics of common interest 
amongst the partners. From Sept. 2014, the Nexa Center will take the role of coordinator of the Net-
work over a 2-years period: this will represent an important commitment for the coming years, as well 
as a unique opportunity to perform research with other widely recognized institutions in our field.

During the reporting period, we re-organized the online description of the  history of the Nexa 
Center, highlighting the main results achieved in each year: http://nexa.polito.it/history.

As indicated in Figure 1, the number of Staff members and Research Fellows (i.e., fellows re-
ceiving a research grant from the Nexa Center) have reached in recent years a stable level, which 
is largely a function of the current level of available resources and projects turnover. We should also add 
that the number of internships increased from the previous year. All collaborations gave tangible results,  
showing an improved ability of the Nexa Center to manage skilled personnel.

The amount of  financial resources available each year is illustrated in Figure  2. EU-funded and 
other projects, and contributions from Regione Piemonte, account for a high share of our budget, with 
an increasing share of unrestricted grants. We also consider effort by PoliTO personnel (mainly Juan Car-
los De Martin, Alessandro Mantelero and Federico Morando), and from Marco Ricolfi  (University of  
Torino). The outlook for second half of 2014 is moderately positive, with an overall increase of the avail -
able financial resources, which will be translated in new opportunities for collaborations and mobility.
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Figure 1: Number of staff members (including Research Fellows) at the Nexa Center, 2006 – 2013
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Figure 2: Financial resources of the Nexa Center (in Euros): breakdown over 2009 – 2014
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Summary
The report at hand describes the research and policy support activities of the Nexa Center over the 

period May 2013 - May 2014. These activities are illustrated along four main areas, complemented by a 
group of other projects and a Teaching thread which began in Spring 2012 (mainly, the “Rivoluzione Digi-
tale” course, plus other specific teaching activities). A snapshot of our thematic areas, including the indi-
cation of a relevant subset of projects/initiatives, is presented in Figure 3.

Public Sector Innovation
Within the Open-DAI EU-funded project (p. 12) -an open-source platform designed to extract data 

from legacy databases of  public administrations- we contributed in achieving an increased awareness on 
the competitive positioning with respect to similar solutions (e.g., the Socrata Open Data portal or 
CKAN). This benchmarking activity was conveyed in the paper by R. Iemma, M. Osella, and F. Morando, 
Breaking public administrations’ data silos to enable open data services: the case of Open-DAI  (Best Paper 
Award at the International Conference for E-Democracy and Open Government, CeDEM 2014, Univer-
sity of Krems). As part of the exploitation plan set up by the Nexa Center, several hackathons focus-
ing on the reuse of datasets made available using Open-DAI APIs were organized. 

The Nexa Center continued to translate its open data research findings into policy analysis and 
support, within the Open Data task-force established by Regione Piemonte (p. 13), but also through the 
empirical study of Italian initiatives, e.g., monitoring the state of implementation of the data publication 
duties  established  by  the  recently  issued  'Transparency  Decree', and  contributing  to  evaluating  the 
'OpenCoesione' platform -exposing open data on the use of EU structural funds in Italy- in terms of 
data quality. As a further emerging research thread, a collaborative study on the publication and re-
use of open data by the Italian Parliament (p. 14) is being carried out in collaboration with the Ital-
ian Senate of the Republic, and the Italian Chambers of Deputies, also involving several Nexa Fellows.

As far as EU-funded networks focusing on PSI are concerned, we progressed in our participation in  
the LAPSI 2.0 Network (p. 15), mainly contributing to the development of a collection of good prac-
tices on the enforcement of PSI legislation and its redress procedures, and on a set of guidelines on PSI  
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licensing. The Share-PSI 2.0 Network (p. 16) on technical aspects of PSI also kicked-off its activities, 
coordinated by W3C. Although both projects are financially negligible, they represent opportunities to 
continue discussing with key institutions about advanced topics in (legal and technical) research 
and policy support in the PSI domain.

The Nexa Center furthermore promoted (or was actively involved into) policy-support initiatives 
concerning Open Government models, related in particular with the broad concept of “Smart 
City” and its related trade-offs (e.g., between efficiency and risks of surveillance). In particular, Nexa Di -
rector of Privacy Alessandro Mantelero contributed to suggest a new privacy-compliant design of the 
data flow model of the Piedmont public transport integrated ticketing system (BIP) (p. 17).

As a result of the MSc dissertation of our intern Fiorenza Oppici, the #socialUniversity study (p. 
19) was carried out as arguably the first quantitative study analyzing the use of social media by Italian  
universities, receiving attention by media. Data from #socialUniversity were used (via Open-DAI APIs) by 
Giuseppe Futia within a hackathon at the 2014 International Journalism Festival in Perugia, leading to in -
teresting visualizations. The #socialUniversity project can be conceived as a spin-off of the  #socialPA 
Nexa project (p. 18), that analyzes the use of social media by Italian public administrations in general.  
Some new and more advanced uses of data services (e.g., the ones made available by Twitter and Face -
book) and other tools for data retrieval developed for #socialUniversity may also feed back to the #so-
cialPA project.

As far as Open-DAI is concerned, in the last year of the project, the Nexa Center will mainly follow 
the exploitation plan already drafted, encompassing actions aimed at involving third parties, as well as 
contributing in making the software documentation as user-friendly as possible. Such activities are crucial 
for the release of Open-DAI as a truly usable open-source platform. Other open government data-re-
lated research threads are supposed to continue in the future. As an additional research topic, we have 
started studying the impact of smart disclosure of consumption data on consumer empowerment and 
competition (in particular, as part of Raimondo Iemma's PhD program).

Public domain, the commons and open access
During the reporting period, the Nexa Center contributed to the final steps of the transition to-

wards the  4.0 version of the Creative Commons Public Licenses (p. 22) -released November 
25th, 2013-, and is currently dealing with the Italian translation, that should be completed by the summer. 
The new features of CC 4.0 -primarily, the inclusion of  sui generis database rights within the license 
scope, and the related opportunities of application to open government data, as well as the new process  
encompassing ex ante harmonization- were examined in the paper by C. Artusio and F. Morando, Creative  
Commons 4.0 Licenses: a Sui Generis Challenge?, which was presented at the Conference for E-Democracy 
and Open Government, CeDEM 2014, and published in its proceedings.

An increasingly important research and policy support thread is Open Access to scientific publi-
cations and data (p. 23). The Nexa Center continued to promote the adoption of Open Access poli-
cies within its hosting institution, Politecnico di Torino, organizing several workshops and internal meet-
ings, involving, e.g., a long-standing expert in the field such as Harvard Professor Stuart Shieber. Our 
commitment to the Open Access topic was increased also in light of our participation in the  PAS-
TEUR4OA European coordination action (p. 24), aimed at harmonizing Open Access policies of Mem-
ber States, and in connection with the role Nexa co-director Juan Carlos De Martin of National Point of 
Reference and head of an  Italian working group for Open Access policies.

In the same vein, the Nexa Center played an important role in supporting the Libraries of Politecnico 
di Torino with respect to the public domain (p. 25), mainly by organizing public events.

SeLiLi, the free/open licenses law clinic (p. 26), that complements Creative Commons Italia (but 
also facilitates the use of open source licenses) is also continuing its work in line with the previous re-
porting period, with 32 cases and 110 messages on the internal mailing list (32 cases and about 140 mes -
sages in 2012/2013). As a tangible output, SeLiLi published a handbook describing the legal require-
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ments  for  public  performances  of  Creative  Commons  li-
censed music (e.g., taxes withheld for artistic performances; per-
mission from the Italian Collecting Society to use copyrighted mate-
rial and related obligations; related rights of performers) and provid-
ing other practical information and external resources for the organi-
zation of public musical performances.

Most of the research projects of this thread will continue to be 
active in the forthcoming reporting period. Moreover, the work on 
the  evolution of intellectual property law in the digital age 
(i.e., a generalization of the research related with the so-called “copy-
right 2.0” proposal) is expected to witness the publication of some 
major new works, which have been drafted by Marco Ricolfi during 
the reporting period.

Internet monitoring and analysis research 
As in previous years, Internet monitoring and analysis re-

search was carried out through Neubot (Network Neutrality 
Bot), described in p. 30, an open-source software integrated in the 
Measurement Lab since 2012. In particular, a new plugin that emu-
lates  the  Dynamic  Adaptive  Streaming  over  HTTP (DASH) 
was developed. We presented the DASH plugin and the dataset col-
lected using such plugin at the ACM Multimedia Systems (MMSys) 
2014 conference. Also, Simone Basso and Alessandro Quaranta (Nexa 
Center  intern  and  B.Sc. student  at  Politecnico  di  Torino)  started 
working on a Neubot-for-Android application. Giuseppe Futia and 
Enrico Zimuel (Software Engineer at Zend Technologies) developed 
Neuviz (the Neubot Visualizer), a prototype service that helps to 
visualize Neubot data, presented at the AICA (Italian Association for 
Informatics  and  Automatic  Calculus)  Conference  and  was  docu-
mented  in  a  paper  for  the open-access  “Mondo Digitale”  journal. 
Moreover, a  prototypal  TP moduleμ  for  Neubot is  being devel-
oped.

In the same thread, MorFEO (p. 32) is a research project funded 
under the EINS (p. 42) Open Call building on existing knowledge and 
existing  network-measurement  tools  (such  as  Neubot)  to  under-
stand  the  impact  of  traffic-classification  and  network-management 
practices on the users' online freedom of expression. The evidence 
gathered will be released as open data. Currently, network neutral-
ity measurement parameters able to capture the perspec-
tive of users' freedom of expression are being discussed in or-
der to set requirements for the future steps of the research.

 In the next reporting period, the Nexa Center will concentrate 
on MorFEO. Therefore, we will add to Neubot network tests that are 
relevant for MorFEO. For example, we will add to Neubot a test that 
checks whether a domain name is filtered by a given ISP in a given 
country. Also, it  is  planned  to  submit  a  paper  based  on  Simone 
Basso's PhD thesis to to the ACM Transactions-on-the-Web journal. 

Fundamental rights online and digital citizenship
The research thread focusing on  fundamental rights was ad-

dressed from many points of view, and arguably encompassed an im-
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portant set of activities in the reporting period, all featuring an inter-
disciplinary approach (law&economics, at least), and a focus on practi-
cal cases.

The ongoing debate on the  reform of  EU data protection 
legislation (p. 35), i.e., the General Data Protection Regulation, was 
thoroughly analyzed under a legal/regulatory perspective by Nexa Di-
rector of Privacy Alessandro Mantelero, also considering limitations 
of the EU proposal on issues that do not seem adequately addressed 
by the European legislator (i.e Big Data analytics, group privacy, social  
surveillance, trans-border  data  flows). This  analysis  was  comple-
mented by a survey on experiments attempting to assess users' val-
uation of personal data, highlighting the needs of more specific 
technical prescriptions to enforce the emerging right of “data porta-
bility” (as in Morando, F. . Iemma, R. & Raiteri, E. (2014). Privacy evalu-
ation: what empirical research on users’ valuation of personal data 
tells us. Internet Policy Review, 3(2)). The latter contribution also helped 
in kicking-off a broader research endeavor on the implications of 'in-
dividual-centric'  data  ecosystems (p.  37), e.g., cases  in  which 
users are actually in the position to reconstruct and autonomously 
handle their 'digital footprint', also through the support of so-called 
'infomediaries'.

As another thread in the same vein, the topic of  privacy with 
respect to teenagers' online behavior (p. 36) was addressed, by 
analyzing findings of empirical studies focused on privacy and teens 
behavior that relate with the fundamental pillars of data protection 
(e.g. notice and consent, profiling, etc.). The research investigated how 
the provisions of the new EU Proposal for a General Data Protection 
addresses the different issues related to teenage online behavior.

Results from the research threads above were also reported in 
the Nexa Center's contribution to the EINS (p. 42) joint research ac-
tivity on privacy, identity and trust.

In addition, a brand-new research endeavor focusing on legal as-
pects of service robots (p. 38) was launched, in collaboration with 
Telecom Italia and its Joint Open Lab hosted at Politecnico di Torino. 
In this vein, Nexa researchers and Fellows are working to identify the 
legal framework that currently applies to service robots, and to de-
scribe the prominent legal issues related to their production and us-
age, and the implications of data exchange over the cloud (in particu-
lar, criminal and civil liability connected with the production, process-
ing and transmission of personal data).

The 2013 Nexa Conference (p. 39) represented our main activity 
in the reporting period focusing on “Internet & Democracy”. The 
Conference was designed to discuss the manifold implications of the 
topic in such a way to produce a participatory and interdisciplinary 
debate. The Conference encompassed a remarkable keynote speech 
by  prof.  Peppino Ortoleva (University  of  Turin), introducing  the 
Conference topic from the historical and epistemological viewpoints. 
Fabio Chiusi (researcher and journalist) discussed actual achieve-
ments  and  pitfalls  of  widely  acknowledged  endeavors  of  digital 
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democracy across Europe. Elena Pavan (Research fellow at Univer-
sity of Trento, and Nexa Fellow) reported the results of the  Reaction 
project on the interplay between online and offline interactions in 
the field of political participation.  Luca De Biase (President of Fon-
dazione Ahref, and Nexa Trustee) and Fiorella De Cindio (Univer-
sity of Milan) presented their analysis on two practical cases of politi-
cal engagement, focused on civic media and on online platforms re-
spectively.  Alina Ostling (European University Institute) presented 
her  research  on  the  drivers  that  lead  governments  to  engage  in 
eDemocracy, while Ben Wagner (European University Institute) dis-
cussed trade-offs in the use of digital technologies by government, 
highlighting the risks of 'closed-source' societies.

In the domain of fundamental rights online, the research activities 
related with data protection (in particular, the reform of the EU data 
protection legislation and the economics of personal data) are ex-
pected to gather significant work in the next reporting period. The 
same applies to the ongoing research on the legal aspects of service 
robots. With respect to digital citizenship, the next edition of Bien-
nale Democrazia will take place in the Spring of  2015, and the Nexa 
Center is expected to coordinate the part of the program related 
with new technologies.

Other Projects 
In this section, we describe activities and results of projects that 

are  not  categorized  into  any  specific  thread, either  because  they 
touch several research areas (such as the EINS European Network in 
Internet  Science, p.  42), or  because their  possible  applications are 
manifold, as in the case of the TellMeFirst (p. 43), an open-source soft-
ware exploiting linked open data technologies.

The  EINS Network of Excellence in Internet Science  (p. 
42) completed its second year, and has entered the third one. The 
work of thematic Joint Research Actions is proceeding on schedule, 
with interesting connection emerging between them.  

In particular, the Nexa Center contributed to the re-shuffling the 
"Evidence and Experimentation" joint research activity, that we are 
now  co-coordinating  with  the  University  of  Southampton.  The 
TellMeFirst software (p. 43) is being used to classify network mea-
surement methodologies. Moreover, a research thread on Open 
Data quality has been activated, with a case study on Italian adminis-
trations. Tangible effort has been devoted to “Privacy, reputation and 
trust”, with a steering role by the Nexa Director of Privacy Alessan-
dro Mantelero, on the main deliverable focusing on law & econom-
ics  of  privacy, also  covering  a  discussion  individual-centric  data 
ecosystems (p. 37). The Nexa contribution to “Regulation and Gover-
nance”  issues  encompasses  a  review  of  the  implementation 
process of the Creative Commons 4.0 licenses (and their ap-
plication to Public Sector Information, also mentioned in p. 22), 
as well as the discussion of the  pricing principles of open gov-
ernment  data, also  mentioned  in  p.  18, and as  in  Morando, F. & 
Iemma, R. & Basso, S. (2013). Is there such a thing as free government 
data?. Internet Policy Review, 2(4). Moreover, the Nexa Center is carry-
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ing out a set of case studies about on offline and online politi-
cal participation, focusing on case studies, among which the Se non 
ora, quando? campaign on gender parity, and the organizational struc-
ture of the Pirate Party. The Nexa Fellow Elena Pavan, sociologist, is 
actively involved in this piece of work. 

Launched in 2012, TellMeFirst (p. 43) is an open-source software 
designed for  classifying and enriching textual documents via 
Linked Open Data. The recognized topics are expressed as DBpe-
dia resources, a representation of structured information extracted 
from a Wikipedia entry, and the input text is then enriched with new 
information (images, videos, maps, news) retrieved from Linked Open 
Data repositories published on the Web. At the end of 2013, we up-
dated the DBpedia knowledge base (version 3.9) used by TellMeFirst 
for  topics  extraction  from English  texts. TellMeFirst  can  be  freely 
used via APIs, following a publicly available developer's guide. A DB-
pedia-based approach for text categorization in the e-gov-
ernment  domain, using  TellMeFirst, is  described  in  G. Futia, F. 
Morando, L. Leschiutta, Exploiting Linked Open Data and Natural Lan-
guage Processing for Classification of Political  Speech, presented at  the 
International Conference for E-Democracy and Open Government 
2014. In the coming months, TellMeFirst will benefit from a financial 
contribution from Telecom Italia, that will  allow us to experiment 
new applications for the software.

Other Activities
As in the previous reporting period, the Nexa Center performed 

a large investment in preparing European and other project 
proposals (p. 45 and ff.). In particular, the Nexa Center coordination 
the submission of a proposal under the “Big Data and Open Data In-
novation & Take-up” objective of the Horizon 2020 ICT Call 1. The 
proposal, OVERCEDE (p. 47), aims at achieving a clear identification 
of the current legal barriers, chilling effects, ‘grey zones’, and other 
factors that limit the potential of the EU data markets;  mapping and 
supporting EU-backed projects in this respect; and providing tools for 
the  standardization  of  contractual  terms  related  with  access, ex-
change and reuse of data assets.

Other project proposals featuring the Nexa Center as partner 
were submitted within the first round of Horizon 2020 calls (April 
2014), and in particular: RRI-ICT Forum (p. 48), a coordination ac-
tion for monitoring, analyzing, supporting and promoting social sci-
ences and humanities, and the “Responsible Research and Innovation” 
approach in ICT research and innovation under Horizon 2020; ACE 
(p. 48), a research & innovation action to develop an advanced cloud 
environment for the trusted publication of datasets and documents; 
and  KindActs (p. 49), a research & innovation action aimed at un-
derstanding and promoting the concept of 'kindness'  in  the digital 
age, as applied to commerce, technology, and society as a whole.. 

As part of the Teaching thread, the  “Digital Revolution” un-
dergraduate course at Politecnico di Torino (p. 53)  continued 
as the first structured teaching activity planned by a member of the 
Nexa Center (the Co-Director Juan Carlos De Martin), involving also 
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support in the field of Open Gov-
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ter he leads the Neubot (p. 30) and 
the MorFEO (p. 32) projects on net-
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held by prof. De Martin. His main re-
search interests are network perfor-
mance, network neutrality, TCP, se-
curity, Internet traffic management, 
peer to peer networks, and stream-
ing. He studied at Politecnico di 
Torino from which he received the 
B.Sc. degree (in 2006), the M.Sc. de-
gree (in 2009) and the PhD degree 
(in 2014).
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Simone Basso (as teaching assistant), Clara Cibrario Assereto (as an 
MIT-based teaching assistant) and Giuseppe Futia (as media assistant). 
In 2014, the course enrolled 192 students (169 in the previous year) 
who opened 42 blogs (35 in the previous year). Since the course 
ends in mid June, we are currently tracking and evaluating the stu-
dents' online activity.  Flavio Giobergia, one of the best students of 
the 2013  course, will  be spending  10 weeks at  the Berkman 
Center at Harvard University as a Summer Intern, and we 
expect to be able to offer a similar opportunity to one of the best 
students of the 2014 edition.

Also, in  2014, Alessandro  Mantelero  started  his  second  level 
course  on  “Innovation  and  International  Transactions  law”, with  a 
prominent focus on the digital arena (p. 54).

As far as international relations are concerned, since 2012 the 
Nexa Center is amongst the eight founding members of the  Net-
work of Interdisciplinary Internet & Society Research Cen-
ters launched at the Berkman Center at Harvard in Decem-
ber  2012  (p.  63), aimed  supporting  international  cooperation  be-
tween the main research centers at worldwide level working in the 
same thematic domains. The Nexa Center was involved in several ac-
tivities, as  member  of  the  Steering  Committee. In  particular, the 
roadmap and guiding principles for the Network were discussed, with 
the aim to set up common practices for knowledge exchange 
amongst the Network members (such as learning calls, work-
shops and conferences), and joint research threads, focusing on inter-
disciplinary topics such as the role of online intermediaries, and In-
ternet governance. The involvement of the Nexa Center as future co-
ordinator of the Network of Internet & Society Centers was further-
more defined. The coordinating role of the Nexa Center will  cover a 
2-years period (starting from September 2014). Most likely, the 2014 
Nexa Conference will be configured as a Network of Cen-
ters Regional Event.

The reporting period also saw the kick-off of the activities of the 
Nexa Center within the  Global Network Initiative (GNI), with 
the participation in the joint GNI- Telecom Industry Dialogue Learn-
ing Forum in Brussels (Nov. 13-14), and a continuation of the involve-
ment in the activities of the  Communia Association for promo-
tion of the digital public domain (p. 62).

As  for  the  internal  management (p.  60), no  major  changes 
have been applied to the organizational structure of the Nexa Cen-
ter. However, internal  procedures  were  consolidated; some  staff 
members completed (or started) PhD cycles; and the number of in-
ternships, all of which gave positive results, was increased from last 
year. 

In terms of outreach, during the reporting period our communi-
cation strategy has been fine-tuned, devoting efforts to customize it 
on Nexa research projects. In the Open Data domain, for instance, 
we  organized  a  hackathon  (p.  12)  to  engage  developers  and  en-
trepreneurs,  as well as Open Data seminars during both the “Nexa 
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Wednesdays” and the “Nexa Lunch Seminars”. As for  Neubot, we 
publicly presented in a poster session addressed to high-qualified stu-
dents of “Alta Scuola Politecnica”, a joint venture between Politec-
nico di Milano and Politecnico di Torino, with the objective to gather 
new Neubot users and new contributors. Finally, the Neviz tool (p. 
30) represents a contribution at research level, but also a potential 
way to easily access and explore Neubot data.

The already mentioned 2014 Nexa Conference on “Internet 
& Democracy” (p. 66), has been the major event organized by the 
Nexa Center during the reporting period. The conference had some 
100 attendants, and was broadcasted live on the website of the Uni-
versity of Turin, and supported by live tweeting (hashtag #nexa2013). 
The final session of the  conference was, as usual, devoted to dis-
cussing the state Creative Commons in Italy in 2013, describing 
the new 4.0 licenses to the audience. This session represented also 
an occasion for discussing with musicians and artists on specific is-
sues related to the Creative Commons licenses.

The Seminar “Computer Ethics: social and ethical aspects 
of the digital  revolution” (p.  67)  took place on November 18, 
2013 at Politecnico di Torino and aimed to explore computer ethics, 
involving international experts in the discussion. The Seminar was co-
organized by the Nexa Center and  AICA - “Associazione italiana per 
l'informatica ed il Calcolo Automatico”.

The  “Nexa Wednesdays” public seminars (p. 67)  continued 
to be successfully held monthly in the conference room of the Cen-
ter with live webcast (the 50th “Nexa Wednesday” was celebrated in 
February). The “Nexa Lunch Seminars” (p. 68) also regularly take 
place on the fourth Wednesday of each month.

Moreover, the  main  mailing-list  of  the  Center  showed  an  in-
creased number of participants (from about 470 in the previous re-
porting period to around 530) and messages (around 1,200 in the re-
porting period) arguably confirming itself as the  premier mailing-
list for in-depth discussion of Internet-related issues in Italy 
(p. 70). The Nexa Center also continued to regularly issue press re-
leases concerning its seminars, workshops, meetings and other initia-
tives (see nexa.polito.it/press-releases/). During the reporting period, 
the Center also increased the use of social networks, such as Face-
book  (facebook.com/nexa.center)  and  Twitter  (@nexacenter). The 
Nexa Center has 1503 Twitter followers (1036 the previous year) 
while, the total number of fans in Facebook is 981 (794 the previous 
year).

During the reporting period, major changes were made to im-
prove the user's browsing experience and the richness of the infor-
mation provided by the  Nexa website (p. 69), and in particular in 
the project section http://nexa.polito.it/research. Moreover, the web-
site back-end was upgraded to Drupal 7. During the reporting period 
the website collected a significant amount of traffic, i.e., about 24,000 
visits  from 16,500, although  slightly  decreasing  from the  previous 
year.
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http://nexa.polito.it/research
http://nexa.polito.it/press-releases
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1. PUBLIC SECTOR INNOVATION

This section describes the main activities performed by the Nexa Center in the field of open  
government data and public sector innovation enabled by ICTs, but also other types of innova
tion improving eGovernment. Our contribution to the OpenDAI open data services platform  
(as a EUfunded project) will come to an end in September, although future usage of the plat 
form can be foreseen. We are continuing developing our knowledge on legal and technical as
pects  of  public  sector  information through the LAPSI2.0 and SharePSI2.0 European net
works, also applying new findings to research and policy support initiatives, such as the moni
toring of transparency data publication by Italian public administrations, and evaluation of  
open data quality. Finally, our #socialUniversity study on the use of social networks by Italian  
universities received great attention, and could be further developed in the future.
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1.1 Open-DAI: Pilot(s)  Opening Data Architectures and Infrastructures of EU  
Public Administrations
Innovating in the Public Sector, using cloud computing and ServiceOriented Architectures to  
break internal information silos and make data available externally for useful applications.

Project website/page http://www.open-dai.eu 

Status ongoing

Period February 2012 – September 2014

Funding (of which Nexa) 1,645,984 € (88,400 €) for the entire project

Funding organization European Commission (CIP-ICT-PSP-2011-5)

Person(s) in charge Federico Morando (Nexa project manager)

Open-DAI  is  an  open-
source platform designed to 
extract  data  from  legacy 
databases of  public sector ad-
ministration. Under the rules de-
fined by the data holder, it gener-
ates a virtualized version of the 
database  in  the  cloud, and 
exposes  the  transformed 
data  as  services  (RESTful 
APIs),  providing  data  re-
users with a ‘real time’ data. 
Open-DAI has now reached 
its last year of activity, with 
several  exploitation  activi-
ties ongoing.

Background
Funded  under  the  objective 

“Towards a cloud of Public Ser-
vices”  of the European ICT-PSP 
2007 – 2013, Open-DAI is coor-
dinated  by  the  Consortium for 
Information Services of Regione 
Piemonte  and  gathers  11  part-
ners (across 4 countries), mostly 
public data holders and ICT in-
house providers. The Nexa Cen-
ter contributes to all aspects of 
the  projects, and  leads  its  "Ex-
ploitation and Impact".

Objectives
Between  September  2013 

and April 2013, the Nexa Center 
was  committed  to  defining  ex-
ploitation  scenarios  for  Open-
DAI,  including  a  business-ori-
ented one, as well as supporting 
the  adoption  of  the  Open-DAI 

platform by third parties, such as 
public administrations and other 
types of organizations. 

Results
The  Nexa  Center  has  con-

tributed  in  achieving  an  in-

creased awareness of the Open-
DAI positioning with respect to 
similar  solutions,  such  as  the 
Socrata  Open  Data  portal  and 
CKAN.  Data  exposure  in  a 
'push'  mode,  and  fine-grained 
APIs  management, are  arguably 
the  stronger  points  of  Open-
DAI,  whose  impact  would  be 
maximized  by  integrating  the 
platform  with  a  front-end. Re-
sults of the aforementioned anal-
ysis  have  been conveyed in  the 
paper  by  R. Iemma, M. Osella, 
and F. Morando, Breaking pub-
lic administrations’ data silos:  
the case of Open-DAI, and a  
comparison  between  open 
data  platforms,  earning  the 
Best Paper Award at the Confer-
ence  for  E-Democracy  and 
Open  Government,  CeDEM 
2014.

The  underpinning  business 

logic for  Open-DAI  has  been 
clarified, with  realistic  cost  and 
demand scenarios making it eco-
nomically  sustainable  even  in  a 
single  European  country  and 
with a single software maintainer. 
Beyond  the  business-oriented 

one, releasing Open-DAI  as 
an  open-source  platform 
maintained  by  one  of  the 
partners was identified as the 
more  likely  exploitation  op-
tion. 

In  July  2013,  the  Nexa 
Center  organized  a  hackathon 
focused  on  the  reuse  of  the 
datasets  made available  through 
Open-DAI. Other events (Hack-
4Med at the University of Turin, 
and a hackathon within the In-
ternational Festival of Journalism 
in  Perugia)  benefited  from  the 
use of Open-DAI APIs, enabling 
developers to create new appli-
cations. 

Finally,  the  paper  by  L. 
Leschiutta and G. Futia, Open Ac-
cess and Database Anonymization  
an Open Source  Procedure  Based  
on  an  Italian  Case  Study (pre-
sented at the Conference for E-
Democracy  and  Open  Govern-
ment, CeDEM  2014, and  pub-
lished  in  its  proceedings)  is  fo-
cused  on  a  (road  accident) 
dataset used in one of the pilot 
applications  developed  within 
the project.
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1.2 Opening Italian Data: Policy and Operational Support to the Government  
of Piedmont and Others
Making   Italian   public   sector   information   freely  accessible  and   reusable,   and   increasing  
transparency.

Project website/page http://www.dati.piemonte.it/ (the open data portal of Regione Piemonte) 
http://trasparenza.referata.com/ (semantic wiki on Transparency Decree)

Status ongoing

Period 2011 – 2013 (agreement with Regione Piemonte)

Funding about 140,000 € + 10,000 € in the reporting period 

Funding organization Regione Piemonte + Cosvifor

Person(s) in charge Federico Morando (Nexa project manager)

The Nexa Center continued 
to support Regione Piemonte in 
its  open  government  data 
projects.  During  the  reporting 
period, we supported in particu-
lar dissemination and awareness 
initiatives, such as the Hack4Med 
hackathon  organized  within  the 
Homer  European  project, 
coordinated  by  Regione 
Piemonte. In Piedmont, the Cen-
ter also established a (pro bono) 
collaboration with the municipal-
ity of Alessandria, to support its 
open data  initiative, and a  con-
sulting  activity  with  Cosvifor, in 
order to enable a group of local 
SMEs to offer open data related 
services.

Moreover, the  Nexa  center 
studied and informally proposed 
amendment to the recently  ap-
proved Transparency Decree. 
In parallel, we started an empiri-
cal work to collect on a seman-
tic  wiki  information  about  the 
actual  implementation  of  trans-
parency obligation by Italian ad-
ministration.

Finally, the Center continued 
an  ongoing  research  work  on 
open  data  quality, in  collabora-
tion  with  other  researches  at 
Politecnico  di  Torino, and  with 

third parties, including the Open 
Coesione  governmental  portal 
monitoring  the  expenditure  of 
European funds.

Background
The  Nexa  Center  supports 

the open data related projects of 
Regione  Piemonte  since  2009, 
i.e., since the launch of the first 
Italian  Open  Data  portal, 
http://dati.piemonte.it. 

Also the other ongoing initia-
tives  within  this  (family  of) 
project(s) build on existing rela-
tionships  related  with  the  re-
search and policy support work 
of the Center in the open data 
domain.

Objectives
The Center supports innova-

tive  initiatives  in  this  domain 
with  the  twofold  objective  of 
promoting socially beneficial  ini-
tiatives and gathering experience, 
case  studies  and  empirical  evi-
dence to feed our  research on 
public  sector  information  (and 
innovation in general).

The policy support activity of 
the  Center  in  this  domain  also 
contributes to the overall  fund-
ing strategy of  Nexa, thanks to 
an  agreement  with  Regione 

Piemonte (which  is  currently 
expired  and  under  negotiation 
for renewal).

Results
During the reporting period, 

the  collaboration  with  Regione 
Piemonte has  mainly  dissemina-
tion related outputs. The collab-
oration  with  Cosvifor  allowed 
the Center to gather some addi-
tional resources and to explore 
in  more  detail  the  implementa-
tion of the Transparency Decree, 
producing  the  pilot  Semantic 
Mediawiki  project  hosted  at 
http://trasparenza.referata.com/.

The  work  on  Open  Data 
quality  produced  the  following 
papers:

Vetrò A., Torchiano M., Mino-
tas  Orozco C., Procaccianti  G., 
Iemma R., Morando F. (2014). An 
Exploratory  Empirical  Assessment  
of  Italian Open Government Data  
Quality  With  an  eye  to  enabling  
linked  open  data. Research  re-
port.

Canova, L., Vetrò, A., Torchi-
ano,  M.,  Morando,  F.  (2014). 
OpenCoesione  and  Monithon  -  a  
transparency effort . Accepted at 
the  Share-PSI  2.0  Samos  work-
shop (July 1-2, 2014).
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1.3 Open Data in the Italian Parliament
A collaborative study to analyze the role of open data (published or reused by) the Italian Par
liament, with an international benchmarking.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/open-data-parlamento 

Status ongoing

Period (Nexa contribution) February 2012 – September 2014

Funding about 1,500 € (contribution for travel expenses from Lapsi 2.0, see p. 15)

Funding organization N/A

Person(s) in charge Claudio Artusio (Project manager)

The Nexa Center is carrying 
out  a  research  on  the  use  of 
open data in the context of 
the  Italian  Parliament.  The 
research – performed in collabo-
ration with the Italian Chamber 
of  Deputies  and  Senate  of  the 
Republic – is  meant  to analyze 
the wealth of data made available 
(or  simply  held)  by  the  Parlia-
ment  houses  and  provide  best 
practices  to  exploit  such  data, 
e.g. for citizens' engagement pur-
poses.  The  project  working 
group  is  currently  populating  a 
'semantic'  Wiki,  that  will  be 
opened to the public for further 
improvements as soon as a first 
version  of  the  research  is 
achieved.

Background
Several  Parliaments  are  cur-

rently  making  available  datasets 
as  open  data, also  using  linked 
data  standards  such  as  RDF to 
enhance data re-usability. Usually, 
these data are quite relevant to 
better  understand  the  work  of 
elected  assemblies, and  to  im-
prove  citizens  trust.  Several 
other reuses, including business-
oriented  ones, are  possible  as 

well. Besides, Parliaments  them-
selves make an intensive use of 
external  data,  e.g.,  to  prepare 
documentation to be attached to 
legislation,  inform  Members  of 
the Parliament, and so forth.

Objectives
The research aims at review-

ing the wealth of data generated 
and managed by the Italian Par-
liament, and compare best prac-
tices  of  data  publications  with 
respect to the initiatives of other 
European  Parliaments.  Besides, 
we intend to gather insights on 
how  an  advanced  use  of 
open data could improve the 
efficiency and quality of the 
Parliament's  activities,  high-
lighting the dual role of produc-
ers  and  users  of  data  of  the 
elected assemblies. 

Results
During the reporting period, 

the  structure  of  the  research 
output  (which  will  consist  in  a 
semantically annotated Wiki, and 
a public report) was defined. The 
research  will  encompass  an  in-
troduction on legal, technical and 
operational  issues of  open gov-

ernment data; a  second section 
will describe the open data pub-
lication  strategy  of  the  Italian 
Senate and Chamber, with an in-
ternational  comparison;  a 
third  section  will  focus  on  the 
use of external data by the Par-
liament  offices,  and  how  their 
sources could  be enriched, e.g., 
using  other  open  government 
data; finally, the study will provide 
an overview of the key opportu-
nities and best practices to pro-
mote  the  use  of  parliamentary 
data  both  internally  and  exter-
nally.  A  semantic  Wiki (cur-
rently  encompassing  some  20 
participants from the Nexa Cen-
ter, the  Italian  Senate, and  the 
Italian  Chamber of Deputies)  is 
being populated, both as a work-
ing platform, and as a future out-
put. Besides, during the reporting 
period,  several  meetings  were 
held, e.g. with  technical  offices 
elaborating  information  and 
making  it  available  to  Members 
of the Parliament to support po-
litical and legislative decisions.
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1.4 LAPSI 2.0:  Legal Aspects of Public Sector Information 2.0 
Which are the main legal obstacles to an effective reuse of PSI? Consensus building and policy  
support at the European level, as a followup of the LAPSI network.

Project website/page http://www.lapsi-project.eu 

Status ongoing

Period January 2013 – December 2015

Funding (of which Nexa) 446,000 €  (16,000 € ) for the entire project

Funding organization European Commission (CIP-ICT-PSP.2012.2.2)

Person(s) in charge Marco Ricolfi (Nexa scientific supervisor ); Claudio Artusio (Nexa project man-
ager).

Starting  from  the  results 
achieved by LAPSI, the LAPSI 2.0 
thematic  network  supports  the 
objectives of the European Open 
Data strategy by addressing the 
most  relevant  legal  aspects 
of  access  to  and  reuse  of 
Public  Sector  Information 
(PSI), i.e.,  data  produced  and 
collected by public bodies.

Background
The LAPSI thematic network 

released a set of position papers 
and  policy  recommendations, 
also acknowledged by the Euro-
pean Commission when drafting 
its  Open  Data  strategy.  The 
LAPSI  2.0  thematic  network  is 
working on the remaining open 
issues in the fields, also in light of 
the amended European Directive 
on PSI.

The  LAPSI  2.0  consortium 
holds  23  partners  from  15  EU 
countries,  coordinated  by  the 
Katholieke  Universiteit  Leuven 
(Interdisciplinary Centre for Law 
and ICT).

Objectives
The  Nexa  Center  aims  at 

continuing  sharing  knowledge 
and  contributing  to  build  con-
sensus on legal aspects of PSI. In 
particular, as a partner, the Nexa 
Center aims at remaining at the 
cutting  edge  of  (legal)  research 
and policy support in the PSI do-
main.  The  contribution  of  the 
Center  aims  to  be  focused  on 
the analysis of legal aspects that 
are tightly connected with tech-
nology  (e.g.,  linked  data,  open 
data services, and related issues, 
such  as  license  interoperability 
and  standardization). The  LAPSI 
2.0 consortium focused the first 
year of activity on the Licensing 
and Enforcement work packages 
and  is  currently  discussing  the 
remaining  topics  of  Access, IPR 
and Competition.

Results
During the reporting period, 

the Nexa Center contributed to 
the development of a collection 
of  good  practices  on  the  en-
forcement of PSI legislation and 
its  redress procedures, a  set of 
guidelines on the licensing of PSI 
and a report on interoperability 
among  open  government  li-
censes  (available  at: 
http://www.lapsi-project.eu/lapsi-

20). In addition, the Nexa Center 
participated into the EC Consul-
tation  on  guidelines  on  rec-
ommended  standard  li-
censes,  datasets  and  charging 
for the re-use of PSI (http://nex-
a.polito.it/2013-psi-guidelines-
consultation),  see  our  “Public 
consultations” section, p. 27. The 
issue of PSI pricing was further 
developed  in  Morando,  F.  & 
Iemma, R. & Basso, S. (2013). Is 
there  such  a  thing  as  free 
government data?. Internet Pol-
icy Review, 2(4). 

The LAPSI2.0 network is cur-
rently  working  to  develop  best 
practices on the legal rules and 
contractual transfers of rights on 
public sector works and collect 
good practices on access to in-
formation.

Also, the Nexa Center (Clau-
dio  Artusio)  participated  in  the 
LAPSI  2.0  workshop  on  open 
data  legal  issues  within  the 
Samos  2013  Summit  on  Digital 
Innovation  and  Federico 
Morando chaired a session on li-
censing during the first LAPSI 2.0 
public conference held in Ljubl-
jana to discuss the project's re-
sults and the impact of the new 
PSI directive.
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1.5 Share-PSI 2.0:  Technical Aspects of Public Sector Information 2.0 
The network for innovation in European public sector information, coordinated by the W3C.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/share-psi-2.0 

Status ongoing

Period February 2013 – July 2016

Funding (of which Nexa) 446,000 €  (20,000 € ) for the entire project

Funding organization European Commission (CIP-ICT-PSP.2013.2.2b )

Person(s) in charge Raimondo Iemma (Nexa project manager)

Coordinated  by  the  W3C 
(with 42 partners) and submitted 
under the EU ICT-PSP Call 2013, 
Share PSI 2.0 aims at bringing to-
gether stakeholders to continue 
in  the  definition  of  technical 
standards for PSI. 

Background
In the open government data 

arena, some technical  standards 
are well established. It would be 
of  great  benefit  expand  the 
breadth  of  coverage  to  include 
the  majority  of  EU  member 
states and beyond; and, also, ex-
pand  the  depth  of  coverage  as 
subjects  are  explored  among  a 
wide  range  of  stakeholders  in-
side and outside government. In 
fact, agreement on standards to 
enable interoperability and inte-
gration of public sector informa-
tion  across  Europe and beyond 
are  increasingly  needed. Share-
PSI 2.0 is the European network 
for the exchange of experience 
and  ideas  around  implementing 
open data policies in the public 
sector. It brings together govern-
ment  departments,  standards 
bodies,  academic  institutions, 
commercial  organizations, trade 
associations and interest groups 
to  identify  what  does  and 
doesn't  work, what  is  and  isn't 
practical, what can and can't be 
expected of different stakehold-
ers, taking  as  an  input  the  re-

vized  European  Directive  on 
Public Sector Information.

Objectives
The  main  practical  objective 

of the Share-PSI2.0 network is to 
organize  a  series  of  workshops 
examining  different  aspects  of 
PSI. In  each workshop, the net-
work partners with direct expe-
rience  will  present  their  case 
studies. These  will  be  comple-
mented  by  external  speakers 
who will be invited via the typi-
cal route of a call for participa-
tion, peer  review  of  submitted 
papers  and  selection  by  a  pro-
gram committee.

As a specific objective in the 
reporting  period,  the  network 
intended  to  define  the  agenda 
and topics for its workshops, as 
well  as internal  procedures and 
organizing committees, to which 
all partners are asked to contrib-
ute. 

As far as the objectives of the 
Nexa Center are concerned, we 
aim at  continue discussing  with 
key  institutions  about  cutting 
edge topics in technical research 
and policy support in the PSI do-
main.

Results
The  network  identified  the 

following topics as focuses for its 
periodic  workshops:  Uses  of 

open data within government for 
innovation and efficiency (Samos, 
July 2014); Encouraging data us-
age  by  commercial  developers 
(Lisbon, December 2014); Identi-
fying  data  sets  for  publication 
(Timisoara, March  2015); A  self 
sustaining  business  model  for 
open  data  (Krems, May  2015); 
Using and extending core vocab-
ularies for greater interoperabil-
ity (Berlin, November 2015). 

The Nexa Center will be in-
volved  in  all  workshops  (within 
the  organizing  committee,  or 
presenting  research). The  Nexa 
intern Lorenzo Canova -with An-
tonio Vetrò, Marco Torchiano and 
Federico Morando- will  be pre-
senting  his  paper  “OpenCoe-
sione  and  Monithon  -  a 
transparency  effort”  in  the 
first  Share-PSI2.0  workshop. 
OpenCoesione is the Italian por-
tal  reporting  spending  data  of 
the 2007-2013 European Cohe-
sion  funds. The  paper  analyzes 
the  way  information  is  struc-
tured and exposed in the portal, 
and  presents  evidence  on  how 
open  data  can  positively  affect 
transparency  and  efficiency   of 
public sector bodies.
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1.6 Open Government and Digital City
Toward an open, respectful, and smart city: the case of the BIP smart mobility project.

Project website/page N/A (forthcoming)

Status ongoing (first phase concluded)

Period January 2013 - present

Funding (of which Nexa) about 10,000 €

Funding organization 5T + in kind contributions from Nexa fellows

Persons in charge Alessandro Mantelero (Nexa project manager and principal investigator)

The Nexa Center is involved 
in several projects and other ac-
tivities  concerning  the  Smart 
City domain. The fil rouge of this 
involvement is a strong attention 
to the role and rights of citizens. 
During the reporting period, the 
most  relevant  initiative  con-
cerned  the  support  that  the 
Center provided to 5T,  a com-
pany (owned by local administra-
tions  and  the  local  transport 
company of Turing), operating in 
the  Intelligent  Trasport  Systems 
and Infomobility domains.

Background
In the past, the Nexa Center 

took  participate  in  the  SMILE 
(Smart  Mobility,  Inclusion, 
Life&Health, Energy) project. Co-
ordinated  for  the  City  of  Turin 
by the Torino Wireless Founda-
tion,  SMILE  was  a  strategic 
project, aiming at  involving  sev-
eral key stakeholders in the defi-
nition  of  the  domains  and long 
terms goals of Torino as a Smart 
City.

Objectives
In the context of various lo-

cal policy support fora, the Nexa 
Center  started  a  fruitful  inter-
acting with 5T, which is the orga-
nization  managing  the  majority 
of the  data concerning the mo-
bility of Turin (e.g., traffic sensors, 
parkings, public  transport  data, 
etc.). Coordinated by Alessandro 
Mantelero, various Nexa fellows 
analyzed  and  commented  the 
plan concerning the management 
of the data flow produced by 
the  new  Piedmont  Inte-
grated  Ticket (BIP)  travel 
smart  card,  which  will  collect 
data generated by the customers 
of more than one hundred public 
and private firms.

Results
In  close  collaboration  with 

5T  (and  thanks  to  it  financial 
support) and after a careful ex-
amination  of  the  current  BIP 
model,  Alessandro  Mantelero 
drafted  and  coordinated  the 
contributions of other Nexa fel-

lows to the report “Smart mo-
bility:  the  case  of  the  BIP 
project”  (in  Italian),  which  fo-
cuses  on  designing  a  new data 
flow model, which is as respect-
ful as possible of the privacy of 
citizens  (and  still  satisfies  the 
data intelligence needs of 5T and 
its  stakeholders  and  partner 
transport companies).

The  report  concluded  the 
first  phase  of  the  collaboration 
between Nexa and 5T, but a sec-
ond  phase  is  ongoing  and  the 
Nexa Center, in agreement with 
5T, also aims at making as much 
information  as  possible  about 
this  process  publicly  available, 
also in order to provide a bench-
mark  for  other  local  transport 
companies and consortia.
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1.8 #socialPA: Surveying Italian Local Governmental Bodies on social media
A quali quantitative analysis of the activities by Municipalities, Provinces and Regions on  
Facebook and Twitter.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/socialpa

Status ongoing

Period October 2010 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) negligible

Funding organization internal funding

Person(s) in charge Giovanni Arata (project manager)

The project aims at analyzing 
how  Italian  local  Governmental 
Agencies  use  Twitter  and  Face-
book.  Through  time,  a  large 
dataset has been created, foster-
ing  further  research  by  other 
scholars and firms, and algorith-
mic  tools  have  been  developed 
to help searching and cataloging 
of  governmental  agencies  on 
both social media platforms.

Background
Governmental  agencies  are 

flowing  to  social  media  plat-
forms,  especially  to  Facebook, 
Twitter  and  YouTube. However, 
little  research  has  been  con-

ducted with regards to the profi-
ciency  and  actual  practices  of 
public organizations online - and 
no  data  were  actually  available 
about  Italian  ones  before  #so-
cialPA  was  started  in  2010 
(while, during the reporting pe-
riod, some  competing  research 
was initiated by third parties).

Objectives
The project aims at providing 

quantitative  and  qualitative  evi-
dence about the activities of lo-
cal  Governmental  Agencies  on 
social  media. Data  have  conse-
quently  been  gathered  with  re-
gard to: the overall  numbers of 

the  phenomenon, the  emerging 
trends, the  legal  and  organiza-
tional issues associated to social 
media usage by Public Bodies.

Results
The  main  outputs  of  the 

project  are  the  reports, which 
are  released  on  a  yearly  basis. 
Annual  papers  have  been  re-
leased from 2011 to 2013. Dur-
ing the reporting period, no new 
report have been published, but 
Giovanni Arata authored an arti-
cle about #socialPA on Il Mulino 
2/2014: SocialPA: l'uso di Facebook  
e Twitter da parte degli enti locali.

_____________________________________________
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1.7 #socialUniversity
A qualiquantitative analysis of the presence of Italian universities on social networks, focus
ing on Facebook and Twitter.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/socialuniversity

Status ongoing

Period January 2013 - present

Funding 1500 € + in kind contributions

Funding organization Regione Piemonte + EU Commission (EINS Network)

Persons in charge F. Oppici (rep. period), J. C. De Martin (future developments)

This  project  describes  how 
Italian universities use social me-
dia, with  a  focus  on  Facebook 
and  Twitter. Data  was  gathered 
using  several  qualitative  and 
quantitative  techniques. The  re-
sults  of  the  ‘SocialUniversity’ 
project  show  that  most  Italian 
universities  have  active  social 
network  accounts;  that  Face-
book is the platform of choice to 
answer  the  students’  questions, 
while Twitter serves mostly as an 
online news channel.

Background
According to a CENSIS sur-

vey, 47% of  Italians  were active 
on a social network in 2012 and 
various research institutes found 
higher rates in 2013. Public agen-
cies  consider  Facebook, Twitter, 
and other social media platforms 
(SMPs)  a  cost-effective  method 
to reach large audiences and uni-
versities do not represent an ex-
ception.  However,  when  #so-
cialUniversity  was  initiated,  as-
sessments  of  the  use  of  social 
media  by  universities  were just 
starting to appear (Aquilani and 
Lovari  2009 and 2010, Giglietto 
and  Lovari  2012, Jeopen  2012), 
and the topic was still largely un-
derexplored.

Objectives
#socialUniversity analyzes the 

presence  of  Italian  universities 
on social  networks, focusing on 
two  main  platforms:  Facebook 

and Twitter. The about one hun-
dred Italian universities were di-
vided according to their mode of 
management, namely: 67  public 
universities (including 6 superior 
graduate  schools);  18  private 
(traditional)  universities; 11  pri-
vate online universities.

Results
The  data  collection  for  this 

research took place from June to 
October  2013. Data  was  gath-
ered using several qualitative and 
quantitative techniques, including 
automatic  collection using  third 
party  software  (Net7  Social 
Proxy), ad-hoc  Application  Pro-
gramming  Interface  (API) 
queries,  information  obtained 
from email surveys submitted to 
the university personnel manag-
ing the accounts, and manual col-
lection. 

The data shows that  84% of 
the  Italian  universities  are  on 
Facebook, while 76% of the Ital-
ian  universities  are  on  Twitter 
(YouTube is the third SMP, with 
61% of the population having an 
account).  On  average,  Italian 
universities  are  well  aware 
of  the  potential  of  SMPs: 
some universities even have ded-
icated staff to manage  social ac-
counts.  While  Facebook  is 
used  for  counseling and  an-
swering  to  student’s  questions, 
Twitter  is  used primarily  as 
the  official,  online  news 
channel.  Private  universities 
(typically  small,  selective  and 
well-funded) and superior gradu-
ate  schools  are  relatively  more 
popular than large public univer-
sities.

The  data  collection on 
Facebook and Twitter profiles of 
Italian  universities  can  be 
downloaded  from  the  Nexa 
Center  website  at: 
http://nexa.polito.it/social-
university. These data have been 
used  during  the  hackathon 
organized  in  occasion  of  the 
2014  International  Journalism 
Festival in Perugia and the results 
are  available  at 
http://school.dataninja.it/hackath
ons/hackijf14-
052014/2014/05/02/socialunivers
ity/ 

The project  resulted  in  two 
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publications:

Oppici,  F.,  De  Martin,  J.C., 
Morando, F., Basso, S., Futia, G. 
(2014).  Social  University  -  Le uni-
versità  italiane  sui  social  network  
(Nexa Working Paper No. 2014-1). 

Available  at: 
http://nexa.polito.it/working-pa-
per/2014-1

Oppici, F., Basso, S., De Mar-
tin, J.C. (2014).  How do universi-
ties use social media? An empirical  

survey  of  Italian  academic  institu-
tions. Proceedings of the Interna-
tional Conference for E-Democ-
racy  and  Open  Government 
2014, May 21-23, 2014. Available 
at:  http://nexa.polito.it/oppi-
ci2014universities

_____________________________________________

1.9 Outlook
As far  as  Open-DAI is  con-

cerned, in  the  last  year  of  the 
project, the  Nexa  Center  will 
mainly  follow  the  exploitation 
plan already drafted, encompass-
ing  actions  aimed  at  involving 
third parties (such as hackathons 
and  presentations),  as  well  as 
contributing  in  making  the 
Open-DAI  documentation  as 
user-friendly as possible. Further 
uses of Open-DAI (once its life 
as EU-funded project as expired) 
are  under  scrutiny.  The  Nexa 
Center itself might be willing to 
use  at  least  some  key  compo-
nents  of  the  platform (e.g., the 
API  manager)  to  expose  open 
data services.

Other open government data 
initiatives, including  the  ongoing 
European networks, the collabo-

ration  with  Regione  Piemonte 
and  other  local  administration, 
the  work  on  the  Transparency 
Decree,  and  the  research  on 
open  data  quality  are  expected 
to continue in the future. In par-
ticular,  the  research  on  open 
data and the Italian Parliament is 
expected to deliver its results in 
the  next  reporting  period.  A 
small new policy support thread 
will also concern contributing to 
making Italian case law available 
as open data.

Also the data protection re-
lated collaboration with 5T and 
other local  transportation firms 
is expected to continue.

About  #socialPA  and  #so-
cialUniveristy, it is our intention 
to make them more sustainable, 
investing on the automated col-

lection  of  more  data. For  this 
purpose, we  may  activate  small 
research  grants  and/or  under-
graduate  dissertations  on  these 
topics.  (Making  the  results  of 
#socialPA accessible in English is 
an  additional  goal  to  be 
achieved.)

As  an  additional  research 
topic, we  are  starting  studying 
the impact of smart disclosure of 
consumption data  on consumer 
empowerment and competition. 
In particular, as part of his PhD 
program, Raimondo Iemma is in-
terested in the reuse of energy 
data,  analyzing  the  U.S:  Green 
Button  initiative  as  an  example 
of  the  use  of  complementary 
data  tools  (open  government 
data, smart disclosure data, pro-
prietary data) to achieve eGov-
ernment objectives.
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2. PUBLIC DOMAIN, THE COMMONS AND OPEN ACCESS

This section summarizes the activities that the Center performed in the field of digital public  
domain, open licenses and other commons (in particular, immaterial commons in the online  
environment). The Nexa Center is contributing in the adoption of the recently issued 4.0 ver
sion of the CC licenses, and is increasing its range of activities related with Open Access to  
scientific information, also in light of the involvement in the PASTEUR4OA European coordi
nation action, aimed at harmonizing Open Access policies in Member States. In the reporting  
period, the Nexa Center participated in European and national consultations on copyrightre
lated issues.
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2.1 Creative Commons Italia
The Italian affiliate of Creative Commons, enabling the adoption of CC licenses in Italy.

Project website/page http://www.creativecommons.it/ 

Status ongoing

Period November 2003 – present

Funding about 10,000 € annually

Funding organization Regione Piemonte

Persons in charge Federico Morando (CC Italia project lead); Claudio Artusio (project manager).

The Nexa Center hosts and 
coordinates the activities of the 
working group of Creative Com-
mons  Italy  (CC-IT), founded  in 
July 2003. This working group is 
the  original  core  around  which 
the Nexa Center was created. 

During the reporting period, 
the Nexa Center contributed to 
the  final  transition  towards 
the  4.0  version  of  the  CC 
Public Licenses (released No-
vember 25th, 2013) and is  cur-
rently  focusing  on  the  Italian 
translation. 

Background
Creative Commons (CC) is a 

project building a new and more 
flexible  paradigm  for  copyright. 
CC develops standardized copy-
right  licenses  and  other  (op-
tional)  technical  tools  to  assist 
authors  wanting  to share some 
of their rights with users and fel-
low authors in a way that is easy, 
flexible and legally rigorous. For 
the  first  time, the  legal  text  of 
version 4.0 of the CC Public Li-
censes was released as  a single 
global  text  to  be  used  world-
wide; therefore, in order to ad-
just  it  to  different  jurisdictions, 
all  the  CC  affiliates  were  in-
volved  in  the  licenses  drafting 
process itself rather than manag-
ing  the  (previously)  following 
phase of adaptation to their na-
tional legal system. 

Objectives
In 2013/2014, CC-IT concen-

trated  its  effort  in  the  drafting 
and  translation  process  of  the 
CC4.0  licenses. Also, to  better 
fulfill  its dissemination purposes 
the CreativeCommons.it website 
is currently being updated.

Results
The  Nexa  Center  contrib-

uted to the final phase of discus-
sion around the drafting of  the 
CC 4.0  licenses  (e.g., providing 
remarks on the proposed word-
ing to manage the attribution of 
derivative  works)  and, following 
the official release on November 
25th 2013, is currently fine-tun-
ing the Italian translation of the 
full  legal text together with the 
CC Headquarters  Legal  Staff. A 
public  consultation  period  on 
the  Italian  translation  will  be 
opened around early June.

The  Nexa  Center  further 
supported  the  dissemination 
of  the  CC  4.0  licenses 
through presentations and inter-
views, and advocated their adop-
tion by public administrations in 

particular.  

The CC-IT yearly meeting  il-
lustrated  the  drafting  process 
and the new features of version 
4.0, as well as the legal require-
ments to publicly perform CC li-
censed  music).  Such  new  fea-
tures -primarily, the inclusion of 
sui generis database rights within 
the license scope, and the appli-
cation of CC 4.0 to open gov-
ernment data- were examined in 
the  paper  by  C. Artusio  and  F. 
Morando,  Creative  Commons 
4.0  Licenses:  a  Sui  Generis  
Challenge? (presented  at  the 
Conference  for  E-Democracy 
and Open Government, CeDEM 
2014, and  published  in  its  pro-
ceedings).

In order to rearrange its con-
tent and to upgrade the CMS to 
Drupal  7, the CC-IT website is 
currently being updated borrow-
ing the look and feel of the CC 
International  website; a  Drupal 
theme was created for this pur-
pose, and will be made available 
to other affiliates. 

The  CC-IT  website  contin-
ued  to  be  popular, gathering  a 
monthly average of about 10,000 
visits, from about 7,000 different 
IP  addresses.  Both  the  CC-IT 
Community's mailing-list and the 
mailing-list  devoted  to  discuss 
the CC licenses saw its member 
base  and  number  of  posts  in-
creased.
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2.2 Open Access
Performing research and policy support in the field of Open Access to scientific information at  
national and European level.

Project website/page N/A

Status ongoing

Period 2006 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) limited (in kind + some travel costs)

Funding organization internal funding (OA policies) (+ some PASTEUR4OA funding, see p. 46)

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin

Open Access (OA) is a move-
ment  promoting  free  access  to 
academic  scientific  production. 
During the reporting period, also 
in  light  of  the  appointment  of 
Nexa  co-director  Juan  Carlos 
De  Martin  as  Italian  National 
Point of Reference for  OA, the 
Nexa Center has been increas-
ingly  involved  in  this  field: sup-
porting  the  adoption  of  OA at 
the Politecnico di Torino, helping 
to implement OA rules within a 
call  for  independent  young  re-
search  groups  and  participating 
in ad hoc dissemination activities 
on OA..

Background
 OA recommendations were 

already produced by the Center 
within previous projects  related 
with open contents (e.g., as a re-
sult  of  the  coordination  of  the 
Communia  network  and  the 
subsequent  involvement  in  the 
Communia Association).

Moreover,  the  Center  has 
been  traditionally  committed 
into raising awareness on OA by 
its  hosting  institution. In  2011, 
we  supported  the  design  and 
launch  of  the  Publications 
Open Repository of Politec-
nico di Torino (PORTO). Since 
2013,  Nexa  co-director  Juan 
Carlos De Martin is the Rector's 
Delegate for the Library System 
of Politecnico di Torino (and for-
merly its President).

Objectives
During the reporting period, 

the  Nexa  Center  concentrated 
its efforts to support the adop-
tion of the OA model within the 
Politecnico  di  Torino  and  pro-
mote ad hoc dissemination activ-
ities fostering and raising aware-
ness on OA. In order to increase 
its involvement in the topic, the 
Nexa Center is also participating 
in  PASTEUR4OA, a  EC-funded 
coordination  action  aiming  at 
harmonizing  OA policies  in  the 
EU (p. 24).

Results
During  the  reporting  period 

the  Nexa  Center  continued  to 
promote  the  adoption  of  OA 
within the Politecnico di  Torino 
by contributing  to the develop-
ment  of  an  introductory 
course  on  Open  Access  for 
scholarship  students  and  orga-
nizing the seminar “Open access: 
priorities, obstacles, and  oppor-
tunities”, held  at  the  Libraries 

and Museum Area of the Politec-
nico and  chaired by Harvard 
Professor  Stuart  Shieber. 
Also, the  Nexa  Center  invited 
Prof. Shieber to discuss the topic 
during an informal meeting with 
some members of  the POLITO 
Academic  Senate  including, 
among others, Prof. Enrico Macii 
– Vice Rector for Research and 
Technology Transfer.

As part of its policy support 
activities, the Nexa Center con-
tributed to the definition of the 
OA rules of the Scientific In-
dependence  of  young  Re-
searchers   program,  pro-
moted by the Italian Ministry of 
Education, Universities  and  Re-
search.

In  addition, the  Center  fur-
ther  disseminated  the  topic  of 
OA within  the meetings “Open 
access  e  società  globale  della 
conoscenza”  and  “Conoscenza 
ad accesso aperto: opportunità e 
sfide”,  in  the  occasion  of  the 
2013  Turin  International  Book 
Fair.

Finally, Nexa co-director, Juan 
Carlos  De  Martin  –  National 
Point of Reference for the OA in 
Italy  and  head  of  a  permanent 
Italian  working  group for  Open 
Access Policies – chaired a series 
of internal meetings at PoliTo to 
increase  internal  awareness  on 
Open Access (operational issues 
included)
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2.3 PASTEUR4OA
EUfunded coordination action to harmonise Open Acces policies in Europe. 

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/pasteur4oa 

Status ongoing

Period February 2014 – July 2016

Funding (of which Nexa) 1,935,984 € (80,891 €) for the entire project

Funding organization European Commission (SiS.2013.1.3.3-1)

Person(s) in charge Claudio Artusio (Nexa project manager)

PASTEUR4OA  is  a  Euro-
pean project  aiming to coordi-
nate  strategies,  activities 
and policies on Open Access 
(OA). Coordinated by the Greek 
National Documentation Centre 
and addressing the European Sci-
ence  in  Society  call,  PAS-
TEUR4OA involves a broad con-
sortium of project partners who 
range from research-performing 
organizations  through  research 
funders to OA advocacy organi-
zations.

Background
A considerable progress was 

achieved on Open Access in Eu-
rope over the five years preced-
ing  the  launch  of  the  project, 
both in the provision of technical 
infrastructure and in the policy-
related arena, with significant na-
tional  policy  developments  in 
some  EU  countries  and  note-
worthy  progress  at  institutional 
level.  However,  mostly  due  to 
lack of  coordination across  the 
EU, a full harmonization between 
the  policies  of  the  Member 
States is still to be achieved. 

Objectives
PASTEUR4OA  aims  at  im-

proving coordination in develop-
ing OA policies that align to the 
European Commission’s Recom-
mendations  and  Horizon2020 
rules. The Nexa Center will ex-
ploit  the  involvement  in  PAS-
TEUR4OA to increase its exper-
tise in the field; in particular, by 
contributing  to  the  analysis  of 
existing  OA  mandates  in 
and outside Europe and the 
drafting of OA policy recom-
mendations. Also, the  Center 
will  strengthen  its  networking 
and relationship with actual and 
potential  OA-oriented  policy-
makers.

Results
The  PASTEUR4OA  kick-off 

meeting was held in Guimarães, 
Portugal (February 2014), jointly 
with the FOSTER kick-off meet-
ing  (a  EC-funded  project  sup-
porting  Open  Science); simulta-
neously, the PASTEUR4OA web-
site  (http://www.pasteur4oa.eu/) 
was launched.

The  Nexa  Center  is  con-
tributing  to  the  PASTEUR4OA 
tasks  by  providing  information 
on current  and in-progress OA 
mandates in Italy and East Asia; 
this information will complement 
the  OA policies mapping and 
analysis task of the project, also 
providing  an  updated  overview 
on the state of the art of Italian 
OA  policies.  In  addition,  the 
Nexa  Center  is  currently  con-
tacting  Italian  research  funders 
an  research  institutions  to 
broaden  the  number  of  stake-
holder  involved in  the project's 
activities  and  enhance  its  own 
network  of  contacts  with  OA 
policymakers  and  experts  who 
can affect future policy develop-
ment.
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2.4 Public Domain: Supporting the Libraries of the Politecnico di Torino
Increasing awareness of the public at large on the Public Domain.

Project website/page http://www.biblio.polito.it/eventi/flashmob/ 

Status ongoing

Period February 28, 2012 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) in kind (negligible)

Funding organization internal funding

Person(s) in charge Giuseppe Futia (Nexa contact person)

In  order  to  increase  aware-
ness on the Public Domain, the 
Nexa Center supported the ini-
tiative of the Library System of 
the Politecnico, through a series 
of  live  performances  of  drama 
that revisiting the works of au-
thors entered this year into the 
public domain.

Background
The  Nexa  Center  is  inter-

ested in supporting a “continu-
ous celebration” of the Public 
Domain  (some  examples  are 
“The Public  Domain  Manifesto” 
and  “Public  Domain  Day”  web-
sites). In 2014, as evidence of the 
growing  interest  for  the  Public 
Domain, the University of Turin 
has  been  involved  in  order  to 
host live performance initiatives 
of  the  actors  of  Fondazione 
Teatro Nuovo Torino.

Objectives
The objective of the 2014 ini-

tiative was, as usual, to increase 
awareness of  the general  public 
(students, professors, librarians, 
users of public libraries, etc.) on 
the wealth of works that period-
ically enter the public domain.

Results
The  Libraries  and  Museum 

Area of Politecnico di Torino, in 
collaboration with the University 
of  Turin, the  Public  Libraries  of 

the City  of Turin, the actors of 
Fondazione Teatro Nuovo Torino, 
and  the  support  of  the  Nexa 
Center, is promoting a series of 
live  performances, revisiting  the 
works  of  some of  the  greatest 
writers  and artists  entered this 
year into the Public Domain. The 
2014 activities  to  celebrate  the 
Public  Domain  were  defined 
starting  from  a   public  work-
shop/brainstorming organized at 
the  Central  Library  of  the  Po-
litecnico on March 27th. Through 
live  performances,  actors  of 
Teatro  Nuovo  propose  some 
shows  to  participants,  mostly 
composed of secondary and ter-
tiary students. On April 20th,  a 
live  performance  based  on  the 
works  of  the  Italian  architect, 
Carlo  Nigra  was  held  at  the 
“Castello  del  Valentino”, where 
the Department of Architecture 
and Design is based.
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2.5 SeLiLi: the Free Licenses Service Clinic
Supporting the use of open licenses by providing adhoc information on legal issues.

Project website/page http://selili.polito.it/  

Status ongoing

Period 2006 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) about 10,000 € annually

Funding organization Regione Piemonte

Persons in charge Claudio Artusio (project manager)

The  Free  Licenses  Service 
clinic  (Servizio  Licenze  Libere, 
SeLiLi)  started  its  activity  in 
2006 as an initiative of the Nexa 
Center, funded by the Piedmont 
Region.

The  activity  of  SeLiLi  regu-
larly  continued  during  the  re-
porting period and a Handbook 
for public performances of Cre-
ative  Commons  licensed  music 
was made available on February 
2014.

Background
All projects, websites, mailing-

lists, etc. dealing with FLOSS and 
open content issues are filled up 
with  disclaimers  stressing  that 
the information is provided as is. 
In order to use such information 
it is necessary to contact a pro-
fessional, usually  a  lawyer, who 
can advise on the specific  case. 
This is problematic, since profes-
sional services are frequently not 
affordable; to  avoid  such  situa-
tions,  the  SeLiLi  project  helps 
users  pursuing  their  initiatives 

and openly share their results.

Objectives
SeLiLi offers informative ser-

vices and professional advice on 
Free and Open Source Software 
and open licenses: the first seek 
to solve issues regarding the ba-
sic characteristics of licenses; the 
second takes place when a spe-
cific  request  is  too complex. In 
such cases, a professional consul-
tation  between  a  qualified  pro-
fessional and the requester takes 
place (the cost is covered by the 
Piedmont Region).

Results
During  2013-2014  SeLiLi 

continued its typical informative 
activities  with  the  exchange  of 
about  110  messages  on  the 
internal  mailing-list,  repre-
senting the discussion of 10 
different cases. During the last 
year, we did not activate any new 
professional  advice;  the  most 
complex requests were handled 
referring  to  previous  advices 
made  available  on  the  website 

(no  requests  of  further  assis-
tance have been received). Some 
of the most recurring questions 
includes: how to publicly broad-
cast CC licensed music; how to 
react in case of CC licenses vio-
lation; how CC Licenses interact 
with the pertaining  legal  frame-
work  (e.g., intellectual  property 
rights; website terms of use and 
service).

In addition to its regular ac-
tivities,  SeLiLi  has  published  a 
Handbook describing the le-
gal  requirements  for  public 
performances  of  Creative 
Commons  licensed  music 
(e.g., taxes  withheld  for  artistic 
performances;  permission  from 
the Italian Collecting Society to 
use copyrighted material and re-
lated obligations; related rights of 
performers) and providing other 
practical information and exter-
nal  resources  for  the  organiza-
tion  of  public  musical  perfor-
mances. The Handbook is  avail-
able in Italian at: http://selili.poli-
to.it/risultati. 
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2.5 Public consultations
Policy support,  representing the public  interest in the copyright reform and open data do
mains.

Project website/page N/A (but texts are available at http://nexa.polito.it/publications)

Status concluded (but similar future work is expected)

Period July 2013 – March 2014

Funding in kind (Nexa fellows and staff)

Funding organization internal

Persons in charge Carlo Blengino and Alessandro Cogo (copyright consultations);
Federico Morando and Raimondo Iemma (public sector information cons.)

The  Nexa  Center  answered 
to a series of national and Euro-
pean  public  consultations  con-
cerning copyright law reform and 
enforcement, and the implemen-
tation  of  open  data  related 
guidelines.

Background
“AGCOM  Regulation 

Consultation”: in  previous  re-
porting periods, the Nexa Cen-
ter  answered  to  two  consulta-
tions concerning a draft  regula-
tion from the Italian communica-
tion authority (AGCOM) and ad-
dressing the online enforcement 
of  copyright  and  related  rights. 
Following a first consultation (in 
March 2011), in September 2011 
the  Center  published  a  second 
and very critical answer, available 
at  http://nexa.polito.it/consul-
tazione-agcom-398-11.  Despite 
several critical remarks from the 
Nexa Center and other scholars 
and associations, AGCOM imple-
mented the draft regulation with 
minor  modifications  (see  Delib-
era n. 452/13/CONS of July 25, 
2013) and issued a new consulta-
tion, that  we  addressed  during 
the reporting period.

“European PSI Guidelines 
Consultation”:  The  European 
“Consultation  on  guidelines  on 
recommended standard licences, 
datasets and charging for the re-
use of public sector information” 

ended  in  November  2013. The 
Center answered on the basis of 
its  past  and  ongoing  research 
and policy support work in the 
domain, also taking advantage of 
discussions  going  on  within  the 
Communia  Association  and  the 
LAPSI 2.0 network.

“Consultation on the EU 
Copyright  Rules”: this  broad 
and forward looking consultation 
had  the  objective  of  gathering 
“input  from all  stakeholders  on 
the review of the EU copyright 
rules”  and  was  open  to  public 
contributions  between  Decem-
ber 2013 and March 2014.

Objectives
The Nexa Center answers to 

public consultations, in order to 
maximize the positive social im-
pact  of  its  research  and  policy 
support  work. Public  consulta-
tions also represent an additional 
channel  of  awareness  and  dis-
semination.

Results
“AGCOM  Regulation 

Consultation”:  the  answer 
from the Nexa Center was pub-
lished in September 2013, and is 
available  at 
http://nexa.polito.it/consul-
tazione-agcom-452-13. This third 
answer  from  the  Nexa  Center 
to  AGCOM is  in  line  with  the 
previous  ones  and  starts  from 
questioning the legitimacy of AG-

COM's intervention in regulating 
the  enforcement  of  copyright 
online (also considering the need 
of performing complex balancing 
exercises, e.g., in cases in which 
banning  a  certain  domain,  be-
cause it hosts illicit content,  also 
limits the freedom of expression 
of  third  parties  not  involved  in 
the copyright infringement activ-
ity). Moreover, the answer from 
the Nexa Center went into fur-
ther details, in order to minimize 
the negative impact of the regu-
lation, in  case AGCOM decided 
to go on implementing it  (as  it 
did). Finally, in this occasion, the 
Nexa  Center  decided  not  to 
participate in the hearings orga-
nized  by  AGCOM. The  Center 
explicitly and publicly denounced 
the fact that – in previous public 
hearings  organized  by  ACGOM 
in which we took part – none of 
the Commissioners was present 
(a practice voiding the possibility 
of being "audited" of most of its 
meaning).  Instead,  Nexa  co-di-
rector Marco Ricolfi summarized 
the content of the answer to the 
AGCOM consultation  in  an  in-
terview to La Stampa in October 
2013  (available  at  http://nex-
a.polito.it/node/991).

“European PSI Guidelines 
Consultation”:  the  answer 
from the Nexa Center  is  avail-
able at  http://nexa.polito.it/2013-
psi-guidelines-consultation.  The 
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consultation  included  several 
multiple choice questions and ta-
bles, therefore  readers  are  ad-
vized to directly browse our an-
swer. Moreover, since the consul-
tation  did  not  give  sufficient 
room to expand various techni-
cal points on which the Center 
had  specific  expertise  and  con-
tributions (in particular with re-
spect to the calculation of costs 
and  fees), the  following  article 
was published as a spin-off work:

Morando F., Iemma R., Basso 
S. (2013). Is there such a thing as  
free government data? In: Internet 
Policy Review.

“Consultation on the EU 

Copyright  Rules”: the  answer 
from the Nexa Center  is  avail-
able at  http://nexa.polito.it/2014-
eu-copyright-consultation. Even if 
the  Center  did  not  address  all 
the  diverse  issues  touched  by 
the consultation, it detailed ques-
tions  concerning, amongst  oth-
ers: the  scope  of  the  “making 
available”  right  in  cross-border 
situations;  online  linking  and 
browsing; registration  of  works 
and formalities; and many other 
issues, from the  term of  copy-
right  protection  to  exceptions 
and  limitations, from lending  to 
data  mining. In  particular, about 
copyright  registration, the  Cen-
ter  observed  that  the  “no  for-

malities”  rule  in  copyright  law 
aimed at avoiding discrimination 
against  foreigners  and  made 
sense at the time of drafting the 
Berne  Convention,  but  is  no 
longer supported by its  original 
rationale. As  an  alternative, we 
submitted to the Commission a 
short  version  of  the  Copyright 
2.0  proposal: on  the  one hand, 
full  copyright  remains  available 
(as it is today) upon registration; 
on the other hand, if no registra-
tion is made, then the so-called 
“Copyright 2.0” would apply and 
create  a  mitigated  exclusivity, 
granting creators a limited set of 
rights (including the right to at-
tribution).

_____________________________________________

2.7 Outlook
As far as the Creative Com-

mons project is concerned, after 
the release and translation of the 
4.0 version of the license suite, 
the next reporting period will be 
focused  on  awareness  and  dis-
semination  activities, and  possi-
bly on the identification of new 
research  threads  related  with 
Creative Commons. The comple-
mentary SeLiLi free licenses ser-
vice clinic  is also expected to be 
quite active, also because of the 
ongoing  adoption  of  the  new 
version of licenses.

The  Open  Access  thread  is 

expected to deliver relevant re-
sults, not only thanks to the pol-
icy  support  work  to  be  per-
formed  within  the  PAS-
TEUR4OA European project (p. 
46), but  also  building  on  such 
work to deliver research papers.

The  rest  of  the  projects  of 
this thread (e.g., related with the 
public domain) are also expected 
to be active in the next report-
ing period, but on a more reac-
tive  mode, on  the  basis  of  the 
opportunities  that  will  arise. 
Moreover, the work on the evo-
lution  of  intellectual  property 

law in the digital age (i.e., a gen-
eralization  of  the  research  re-
lated  with  the  so-called  “copy-
right 2.0” proposal) is expected 
to  witness  the  publication  of 
some  major  new  works, which 
have been drafted by Marco Ri-
colfi during the reporting period.

Some new activities may also 
be  started  in  the  cultural  her-
itage domain, where several dis-
cussions  are  ongoing  with  fel-
lows, such as Enrico Bertacchini 
(economics of culture) and Gio-
vanni Arata (culture, tourism and 
online environment).
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3. INTERNET MONITORING AND ANALYSIS

This section discusses the results reached by the Center in the field of Internet Monitoring and  
Analysis,  namely Neubot,  a  research and software development  project   for   the distributed  
monitoring of network performance, and MorFEO, a project funded under the EINS (p.  42) 
Open Call, focused on the analysis of the impact of network neutrality violations on freedom of  
expression, to be achieved by adding new tests to Neubot.
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3.1 Neubot, the Network Neutrality Bot
An Internet bot software designed to gather network performance data useful to quantify In
ternet protocol discrimination.

Project website/page http://www.neubot.org/ 

Status ongoing

Period June 2008 – present

Funding about 67,000 € in the 2012/2014 period

Funding organization Regione Piemonte (research grant), Measurement Lab (unrestricted grant)

Person(s) in charge Simone Basso (project manager)

Neubot is a research project 
on  network  neutrality that 
performs  network  measure-
ments useful  to  study Internet-
protocols  discrimination,  and 
that publishes the measurement 
results as open data.

We  perform  such  network 
measurements using the Neubot 
software,  an  open-source  pro-
gram,  written  in  Python  and 
available for Windows, Linux and 
MacOS, that performs periodic, 
active  network  measure-
ments  emulating  several 
network  protocols (among 
which HTTP and BitTorrent).

The servers used to run the 
Neubot  experiments  are  pro-
vided by Measurement Lab, a dis-
tributed server platform for ac-
tive Internet  measurements run 
by the namesake consortium, to 
which belong the Open Technol-
ogy Institute, Planet Lab, Google, 
and academic partner

Background
Network  neutrality  is  the 

principle that all Internet packets 
should  be treated equally, with-
out  any  protocol-, application-, 
source-,  or  destination-depen-
dent  discrimination.  However, 
such principle is  endangered by 
techniques  allowing to discrimi-
nate the Internet traffic, as well 
as by the current Internet mar-
ket structure (in which, often, a 
telco company is  also an  Inter-

net-service provider). 

According  to  many  scholars 
the network neutrality principle 
must  be  firmly  preserved, be-
cause it is key to guarantee core 
Internet  properties  (e.g.,  the 
possibility  to  innovate  without 
asking permissions). On the con-
trary, other scholars argue that, if 
telco companies are not allowed 
to  discriminate, they  could  not 
finance  the  construction  of  the 
next-generation  networks,  in 
which there will be capacity for 
all and no network neutrality is-
sues. The resulting debate heats 
scientific, policy and news circles 
worldwide.

Such debate, however, is char-
acterized  by  a  deep  informa-
tion  asymmetry:  only  telco 
companies  and  content 
providers (e.g., Netflix) have in-
formation on whether, when and 
how the network neutrality prin-
ciple  is  being  violated  in  their 
networks, while  policy  makers, 
researchers and citizens are left 
in the dark. Hence, the spring of 
research  efforts  (including 

Neubot)  whose  objective  is  to 
increase  Internet  transparency, 
by performing network measure-
ments from the edges.

Objectives
1. Doctoral thesis and journal 

paper. The Doctoral thesis of Si-
mone Basso, due in spring 2014, 
will  be the  starting  point  for  a 
journal  paper  describing  the 
work on Neubot done so far.

2. Neubot as a platform. We 
aim to improve the software ar-
chitecture to make tests written 
as plugins possible and we aim to 
integrate  new experiments  into 
Neubot.

3. Neubot application for An-
droid (and possibly for iOS). It is 
crucial  to  perform  measure-
ments on mobile  platforms, be-
cause  traffic  discrimination  is 
more likely on the mobile, where 
the  users  share  the  (possibly 
low) available wireless capacity.

4.  Emulate  the  BitTorrent's 
Micro Transport Protocol ( TP),μ  
which has recently become one 
of  the  most  popular  peer-to-
peer protocols used for file shar-
ing.

5. Data visualization and anal-
ysis tools. It is important to have 
tools that helps to navigate the 
data  collected  by  Neubot  to 
spot  interesting  behavior  and 
anomalies. 
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6. Multi-server network tests, 
which improve the emulation of 
real  peer-to-peer  applications 
and, therefore, increase the likeli-
hood  that  the  traffic  generated 
by Neubot experiments is classi-
fied as 'peer-to-peer' and treated 
accordingly.

Results
The Doctoral thesis has al-

ready been written. We are cur-
rently preparing it for publication 
on the Nexa Center website. Af-
terwards, we will  write a paper 
based  on  a  selected  subset  of 
the  thesis.  We  aim  to  submit 
such paper to the ACM Transac-
tions on the Web by the end of 
the summer.

We added support for plug-
ins written in Python. We wrote 
a  new plugin  that  emulates  the 
Dynamic  Adaptive  Streaming 
over  HTTP  (DASH).  We  pre-

sented the DASH plugin and the 
dataset  collected  using  such 
plugin  at  the  ACM  Multimedia 
Systems  (MMSys)  2014  confer-
ence.

Simone  and  Alessandro 
Quaranta  (Nexa  Center  intern 
and B.Sc. student  at Politecnico 
di  Torino)  are  working  on  a 
Neubot-for-Android applica-
tion. Such application is  written 
in Java (which is the default lan-
guage on Android) but is based 
on a  C library, libneubot. Being 
written  in  C,  libneubot  could 
also be used by Neubot for iOS 
(on  which  we  have  not  yet 
started to work).

Simone wrote a  prototypal 
TP module for Neubotμ , and 

concluded  that,  for  efficiency, 
such test could not be written in 
Python. Once libneubot is ready, 
Simone will integrate libutp (the 
reference  TP  implementation,μ  

written  in  C/C++)  with  lib-
neubot.  Hence,  libneubot  will 
also be used by Neubot proper 
(the one that runs on PCs and 
Macs) to implement TP tests.μ

Giuseppe  Futia  and  Enrico 
Zimuel  (Software  Engineer  at 
Zend  Technologies)  developed 
Neuviz (the Neubot Visualizer), 
a prototype service that helps to 
visualize Neubot data. With help 
from  Simone  and  Juan  Carlos, 
Neuviz  was  presented  at  the 
AICA (Italian Association for In-
formatics  and  Automatic  Calcu-
lus)  Conference and was  docu-
mented in a paper for the open-
access “Mondo Digitale” journal.

As regards multi-server tests, 
we  made  no  significant  pro-
gresses.  We  look  forward  to 
concentrate on this objective af-
ter the TP module for Neubotμ  
is finished.
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3.2 MorFEO: Monitoring network connections to assess Freedom of Expression On-
line
A multidisciplinary research project addressing the impact of network discrimination on free 
dom of expression online

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/morfeo 

Status ongoing

Period March 2014 – present

Total funding (Nexa funding) About 42,000 € (36,800 €)

Funding organization European Commission (via the EINS Open Call)

Person(s) in charge Simone Basso (project manager)

Coordinated  by  the  Nexa 
Center  with  the  Lund  Internet 
Institute as partner, MorFEO is a 
research project building on ex-
isting  knowledge  and  existing 
network-measurement  tools 
(e.g., Neubot) to understand the 
impact  of  traffic-classifica-
tion  and  network-manage-
ment practices on the users' 
online  freedom  of  expres-
sion. The evidence gathered will 
be released as open data.

Background
ISPs may use a wide range of 

technologies that allow them not 
only to violate the network neu-
trality (i.e., the principle that all 
Internet packets shall be treated 
equally) but also to restrict the 
freedom of expression of Inter-
net  users. These  techniques  al-
low, e.g., the ISPs to block DNS 
requests (as well as IP packets), 
to tear down TCP connections, 
to tamper with the original con-
tent of IP packets. In many cases, 
such  techniques  are  used  to 
comply  with  the requests  com-
ing  either  from judges  or  from 
other  independent  authorities 
(e.g., HADOPI). In  other  cases, 
instead, the  network  neutrality 
may  be  violated  by  an  ISP  for 
commercial purposes (e.g., to in-

ject  advertisements  into  a  web 
page).

In  general, the  topic  of  net-
work  neutrality  has  been  dis-
cussed  by  computer  scientists, 
economists and lawyers. To com-
plement  these  points  of  view, 
network  neutrality  studies  (and 
especially studies concerning the 
blocking  of  content)  could 
greatly benefit  from sociological 
insights  that  also  consider  the 
role of the users, as well as the 
impact of such network neutral-
ity  violations  on  the  users. In 
particular, it is interesting to em-
pirically  investigate  the  many 
ways in which users may be pre-
vented  from  accessing  content, 
the related impact  on the  user 
freedom to  access  information, 
and  the  possible  countermea-
sures that users can implement 
to circumvent the censorship. 

Objectives
1. Discuss  and  identify 

network  neutrality 
measurement  pa-
rameters able  to cap-
ture  the  perspective  of 
users'  freedom  of  ex-
pression.

2. Measure such param-

eters by improving ex-
isting  tools  (e.g., 
Neubot).

3. Derive  empirical  in-
ferences about the im-
pact  of  deviations  from 
network  neutrality  on 
the  users’  freedom  of 
expression. 

Results
After  being  positively  evalu-

ated inside the EINS Open Call, 
MorFEO started in March, 2014. 
We  invited  Arturo  Filastò  (Tor 
Project) at the 21st Nexa Lunch 
Seminar  to present OONI (the 
Open Observatory of Network 
Interference),  an  open-source 
project that may be used by the 
MorFEO project  to  gather  evi-
dence. The  day  before  and  the 
day after the Lunch Seminar, Si-
mone  and  Arturo  hacked  on 
Neubot and OONI to  prepare 
the  ground  for  collecting 
data useful for MorFEO.
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3.3 Outlook
 In the next reporting period 

we will concentrate on MorFEO. 
Therefore,  we  will  add  to 
Neubot  network tests  that  are 
relevant to MorFEO. For exam-
ple, we will add to Neubot a test 
that  checks  whether  a  domain 
name is filtered by a given ISP in 
a given country.

As regards the ongoing activi-
ties, our  priority  is  the  paper 
(based on Simone's PhD thesis) 
to  be  submitted  to  the  ACM 
Transactions-on-the-Web  jour-

nal. We  will  also  prioritize  the 
development of Neuviz (which is 
nearly  feature  complete),  to 
launch neuviz.neubot.org, a web-
site that allows to navigate and 
study  the  data  collected  by 
Neubot.

By the end of 2014 we aim to 
release a new version of Neubot 
(including  enhancements  in  the 
plugins  architecture  and  in  the 
existing  tests,  as  well  as  bug 
fixes) and the first public version 
of  Neubot  for  Android. In  the 

first and, possibly, in the second 
quarter of 2015 we aim to de-
velop  a  new  Micro-Transport-
Protocol Neubot test.

Afterwards, we will work on 
multi-server  network  experi-
ments, as  well  as  on measuring 
the hosting computer load (i.e., 
RAM usage, processor load aver-
age, network  bandwidth  usage), 
which  allows  to  run  long  tests 
interrupted only by the user ac-
tivity.
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4. FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS ONLINE & DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

This section summarizes the research and policy support activities that the Center performed  
in the field of fundamental rights online. As one of the prominent topics in the reporting pe 
riod the manifold implications of data protection regulation have been analyzed from an inter
disciplinary perspective (reform of EU law and value of personal data). Moreover, the 2013  
Nexa annual conference focused on Internet & Democracy, and encompassed both renowned  
lecturers and young talented scholars.
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4.1 The reform of the EU data protection regulation
An analysis of the impact of the EU Proposal on online behavior and on business strategies.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/data-protection-regulation 

Status ongoing

Period May 2013 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) around 15,000 € in kind

Funding organization N/A

Persons in charge Alessandro Mantelero (Project manager)

The  increasing  demand  for 
data  protection  due  to  new 
technological  applications  and 
the necessity to reinforce user's 
trust in services provided by the 
public  and  private  sector  is  in-
ducing  legislators  to  approve 
data  protection  laws  or  amend 
the existing regulations in order 
to adapt them to the technologi-
cal evolution and new challenges. 

In  this  context  the  US  and 
EU  regulations  have  a  central 
role  due  to  the  dimension  of 
their marketplaces and the con-
sequent  impact  of  data  protec-
tion  on  consumer  protection. 
From  this  perspective, the  im-
pact  of  the  EU  Proposal  of 
data  protection  regulation 
should  be analyzed in  order  to 
evaluate  its  effect  on  online 
user's  behavior  and,  conse-
quently, on business strategies.

Background
In 2012, the European Com-

mission  proposed  a  reform  of 
the EU legal framework on data 
protection. The EU proposal for 
a general data protection regula-
tion  represents  an  evolution  of 
the  existing  EU  model, derived 
from the adoption of the Direc-
tive 95/46/EC  in each Member 
State. The  proposal  intends  to 
grant a higher level of protection 
and a  more homogeneous pro-
cessing of data.

The Proposal shifts the focus 

of  the  regulation  from  users’ 
self-determination  to  account-
ability and risk assessment (e.g,. 
data  protection  impact  assess-
ment, privacy by design). Never-
theless  the  “notice  and choice” 
model remains a fundamental as-
pect of the new framework.

Objectives
1. Analyze the ongoing de-

bate on the new proposal in the 
different stages of the legislative 
process. 2. Assess the impact of 
the future regulation on the 
social  and economic context. 3. 
Consider  the  limits  of  the  EU 
proposal and the issues that are 
not adequately addressed by the 
European legislator (i.e., Big Data 
analytics,  group  privacy,  social 
surveillance,  trans-border  data 
flows).

Results
As one of the main research 

results, it  emerges  that, in  the 
aforementioned  scenario, keep-
ing the focus of data protection 
only on the individual and its de-
cisions is no longer adequate. If 
legislators consider data protec-
tion as a fundamental right, it is 
necessary  to  reinforce  its  pro-
tection in order to make it effec-
tive  and  not  conditioned  by 
asymmetries  between data  sub-
ject  and  data  controllers.  This 
aim  is  implemented  by  the  EU 
proposal by means of three dif-
ferent instruments, such as data 
protection  impact  assessment, 

privacy by design/by default solu-
tions and the data minimization 
principle.

Part of the output of this re-
search thread was included in a 
deliverable within the  “Privacy” 
joint  research activity  in  of  the 
EINS Network of Excellence (p. 
42). Further analyzes and reflec-
tions  have  been  presented  by 
Nexa  Director  of  Privacy 
Alessandro  Mantelero  in  se-
lected workshops and confer-
ences, amongst which the Fifth 
Northumbria Information Rights 
Conference (Gateshead, UK, May 
1, 2013), and the Global  Work-
shop on Data Uses and Impacts 
(London, UK, May 30-31, 2013), 
and  the  9th  International  Con-
ference on Internet, Law & Poli-
tics (Barcelona, Spain, June, 25-26, 
2013) (see project page for a de-
tailed list).

This  research  area  was  also 
tackled in relevant journal pub-
lications, such as Mantelero A. 
The EU Proposal for a General 
Data  Protection  Regulation  and 
the roots of the 'right to be for-
gotten'.  Computer  Law and Secu-
rity  Review, (29)  2013, 229-235, 
and   Mantelero  A. Competitive 
value of data protection: the im-
pact  of  data  protection  regula-
tion on online behavior.  Interna-
tional  Data  Privacy  Law,  (2013) 
(2013)  3  (4): 229-238  (see  the 
“Nexa  Publications”  section  of 
this Report, p. 87, for more).
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4.2 Privacy and teenagers' online behavior
A review of the existing literature and an empirical research on teenagers' behavior online, fo 
cused on the related legal implications.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/privacy-teens 

Status ongoing

Period June 2008 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) around 5,000 € in kind

Funding organization N/A

Person(s) in charge Alessandro Mantelero (Nexa project manager)

This  project  analyzes  the 
findings  of  empirical  studies  fo-
cused  on  privacy  and  teenage 
behavior related with fundamen-
tal pillars of data protection (e.g., 
notice-and-consent  profiling, 
etc.). It investigates how the pro-
visions of the new EU Proposal 
for  a  General  Data  Protection 
address  the  different  issues  re-
lated to teenage online behavior. 

Background
Various studies showed that a 

more  intense  activity  of  data 
sharing  by  teens  is  linked  with 
the  acknowledgement  of  the 
value  of  personal  information 
and of the consequences of shar-
ing it. This consciousness seems 
to be stronger among digital na-
tives, since the more the data are 
exploited, the more users seem 
to acquire a consciousness of in-
formational self-determination.  

In this vein, various empirical 
studies have been conducted in 
Europe and in other countries to 
analyze  attitude  and  online  be-
havior  of  youngsters.  Many  of 
these works are focused on soci-
ological  or ethnological  aspects, 
nevertheless  the  outputs  of 
these studies offer  useful  infor-
mation in order to investigate le-
gal  implications, so  to  evaluate 
the  existing  and  future  legal 
framework.

Objectives
1. A review of the existing lit-

erature  and  of  empirical  re-
searches  on  teenage  behavior 
online, focused  on  the  findings 
which are relevant from a legal 
perspective concerning data pro-
tection. 2. A pilot survey on the 
aspects of teenage online behav-
ior more strictly related to ex-
isting and future EU data protec-
tion regulation. The survey is ori-
ented  to  collect  empirical  evi-
dences  and  to  make  a  more 
aware  assessment  of  the  effec-
tive impact of the solutions pro-
vided by the European legislator 
in the new proposal. 3. An analy-
sis of the EU Proposal based on 
the  empirical  evidences  of  the 
above-mentioned studies and the 
potential proposal changes to be 
adopted in shaping the future le-
gal framework.

Results
The  survey has  been  con-

ducted in  Northern Italy  (Pied-
mont Region) and involved two 
different  cohorts  of  teenagers: 
the first  composed by 435 stu-
dents  in  the  second  grade  of 
lower secondary school (respon-
dent rate 96,1%); the second en-
compassing  1051  students 
(91,5%), divided in to two strata, 
i.e. students in the second grade 
of upper secondary school (606 
students, 57,66% of the sample) 
and  students  on  fifth  grade  of 
upper  secondary  school  (445 
students, 42,34% of the sample).

The first results confirm that 
the traditional model of no-
tice-and-consent  is  arguably 
to be re-thought and that the 
respondents  are  aware  of  pri-
vacy risks. Nevertheless, they are 
discouraged by long notices, 
legalese wording, and by the ab-
sence  of  alternative  service 
providers. Users  focus  their  at-
tention  on  privacy  settings, 
which are easier to understand, 
and give the chance to partially 
manage data processing in a con-
text  in  which  an  effective  free-
dom of  choice  often  does  not 
exist. In many cases, respondents 
grant  importance  to  the  mere 
presence of privacy policies, and 
to  the  reputation  of  service 
providers. Finally, findings  show 
an  increasing  attention 
among teenagers about the 
consequences of their online 
behavior.

Such results  were presented 
at  the  Media  &  Learning  2013 
conference (Flemish  Ministry  of 
Education,  12-13  December 
2013, Brussels, Belgium). A  first 
review  of  the  above-mentioned 
literature will appear in English in 
the Italian law review “Contratto 
e Impresa/Europa”.

The  publication  of  the  find-
ings  of  the project  and the  re-
lated academic article on an in-
ternational  law  review  are  ex-
pected in autumn 2015.
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4.3 Individual-centric data ecosystem
Exploring   new   models   to   empower   citizens   by   granting   them   control   on   their   'digital  
footprint'.

Project website/page https://nexa.polito.it/individual-centric-data 

Status ongoing

Period 2013 – present 

Funding 50,000 €

Funding organization Telecom Italia (unrestricted grant)

Person(s) in charge Alessandro Mantelero, Raimondo Iemma, Federico Morando

For each single data subject, 
being  able  to  access  and  reuse 
her  'digital  footprint'  (i.e., all 
data left behind by users within 
their use of digital services, and 
the  personally  unique  arrange-
ment that makes someone iden-
tifiable  just  upon  the  specific 
combination of her system infor-
mation)  arguably  represents  an 
opportunity to enhance its abil-
ity to receive better services, to 
make more informed consump-
tion decisions, as well as to avoid 
misuses  of  her  data.  This  re-
search threads aims at reviewing 
contributions  on  the  value  at-
tached by users to their personal 
data, identifying criteria to assess 
costs and benefits of alternative 
(individual-centric)  models  for 
the  management  of  personal 
data, and draft future scenarios.

Background
If one matches the exponen-

tial reduction in the cost of man-
aging information with the expo-
nential growth in the amount of 
information  shared  in  a  digital 
environment by users, the trivial 
outcome  is  that  organizations 
are increasingly in the position of 
holding  information  about 
individuals. For each single data 
subject,  being  able  to  access 
and  reuse  its  'digital  foot-
print' arguably  represents  an 
opportunity to enhance its abil-
ity to receive better services, to 
make more informed consump-

tion decisions, as well as to avoid 
misuses of  the  date she gener-
ated. However, this poses several 
challenges at legal, economic and 
technological levels.

Objectives
This research threads aims at: 

i) reviewing contributions on the 
value attached by users to their 
personal data, as reported in the 
recent  empirical  literature,  so 
that  typical  online  behavior  can 
be depicted; ii)  identifying crite-
ria  to assess  costs and benefits 
(for  data  subjects,  data  con-
trollers, service  providers, soci-
ety as a whole) of an 'individual-
centric' management of the digi-
tal footprint of each user, start-
ing  from  existing  examples; iii) 
discussing  future  scenarios, e.g., 
the  economic  sustainability  of 
market  endeavors such as  'per-
sonal data vaults'.

Results
We performed a  review of 

the recent economic litera-
ture aimed at empirically as-
sessing users’ (i.e., in particular, 
Internet users’) valuation of their 
personal  data,  drawing  policy-
oriented  conclusions.  What 
emerged from the review, soon 
to be published as a stand alone 
article, is  that  people  differ  in 
their valuation of personal data, 
and in their willingness to trade 
privacy  for  money  and/or  for 
some  forms  of  convenience. 

Moreover,  contextual  factors 
matter. When these elements are 
taken into account  users seem 
to be willing to assign a non-
negligible value to their pri-
vacy  and  therefore  busi-
nesses  could  use  privacy 
strategically,  leveraging  the 
protection  of  private  infor-
mation as a competitive ad-
vantage.  More  generally,  the 
empirical  literature  reviewed  in 
this article seems to support the 
ongoing  evolution  in  the  data 
protection domain. E.g., the  up-
coming General Data Protection 
Regulation is introducing such as 
data portability (Article 18), for 
which  the  data  subject  has  the 
right  to  obtain  from  the  data 
controller a copy of the data, and 
transfer them to another infor-
mation system. This literature re-
view was reported in a broader 
deliverable  on  Internet  Privacy,  
Identity,  Trust  and  Reputation  
Mechanisms of  the  EINS  Net-
work of Excellence EINS, coordi-
nated  by  Alessandro Mantelero. 
Moreover,  some  of  its  results 
are discussed  in Morando, F. & 
Iemma, R. &  Raiteri, E. (2014). 
Privacy  evaluation: what  empiri-
cal  research on users’  valuation 
of personal data tells us. Internet  
Policy Review, 3(2). Finally, the 58° 
Nexa  Wednesday  (http://nex-
a.polito.it/mercoledi-58)  was  fo-
cused on the related topic of 'in-
fomediaries'.
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4.4 Legal aspects of service robots
Which are the prominent legal issues related to service robotics? How could service robots im
pact on society, including fundamental rights?

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/law-of-service-robots 

Status ongoing

Period September 2013  – September 2014

Funding 23,000 €

Funding organization Telecom Italia

Person(s) in charge Claudio Artusio (Project manager)

The Nexa Center is perform-
ing a research on legal issues re-
lated to service robotics. The re-
search, funded by Telecom Italia 
(Joint  Open Lab at  the Politec-
nico di Torino), aims at identify-
ing the legal framework that cur-
rently  applies  to service robots 
and describe the major legal is-
sues related to their production 
and usage. In particular, the impli-
cations of data exchange over 
the cloud (e.g., trivially, to up-
date  algorithms),  and  liability 
aspects. 

Background
According to a tentative defi-

nition provided  by  the  Interna-
tional  Federation  of  Robotics, 
service robots are "robots which 
operate  semi  or  fully  au-
tonomously to perform services 
useful  to  the  well-being  of  hu-
mans  and  equipment, excluding 

manufacturing  operations".  The 
possible fields of applications are 
extremely varied (e.g., home se-
curity,  surveillance,  personal 
transportation,  inspection  and 
maintenance, education  and en-
tertainment  etc.)  and  may  in-
volve a certain number of legal 
aspects.

Objectives
Based on the analysis of real 

cases of design and testing pro-
vided  by  Telecom Italia, the  re-
search will identify the pertaining 
legal  framework  in  order  to 
highlight  potential  legal  aspects 
connected  to  the  development 
and use of service robots. Specu-
larly, the research will also depict 
the foreseeable impact of service 
robotics on some already exist-
ing areas of law (e.g., product lia-
bility, privacy  and  data  protec-
tion, crime law) and ponder the 
social  implications  that  possible 
scenarios of closer human/robot 
interaction  may  entail  in  the 
(near) future.

Results
Starting  from  a  preliminary 

discussion, including  some hints 
prompted in the occasion of the 

61st  Nexa  Wednesday 
(http://nexa.polito.it/mercoledi-
61), and from an ongoing litera-
ture review, the research team is 
currently discussing real cases of 
service robots development with 
Telecom  Italia.  The  interaction 
helped  abstracting  three  major 
typologies  of  service  robot 
applications (robotic  telepres-
ence;  robotic  courier;  drones 
within  smart  city-like  environ-
ments). To address the potential 
legal  aspects  involved,  the  re-
search team is currently analyz-
ing  the  main  legal  threads  (in 
particular, criminal and civil liabil-
ity  connected with  the produc-
tion, processing and transmission 
of personal  data) together with 
the  recent  Italian  Regulation 
For  Unmanned  Air  Vehicles 
which  provides  a  set  of  safety 
rules  for  drones. Particular  at-
tention  will  be  taken  to  define 
the apportionment of liability be-
tween Telecom Italia, which actu-
ally aims at implementing a cloud 
infrastructure  for  the  develop-
ment of  service  robots  applica-
tions, and third parties (produc-
ers of the robot; developers of 
software applications for the ro-
bot; final users).
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4.5 Internet & Democracy
The 4th Nexa Annual Conference, held in Turin on November 30th, 2013, was focused on the  
role of the Internet with respect to political participation and democracy.

Project website/page http://nexa.polito.it/conf2013 

Status closed

Period November 30th, 2013 

Funding 6,200 €

Funding organization Università degli Studi di Torino

Person(s) in charge Selina Fenoglietto (logistics and administration), Raimondo Iemma (organiza-
tion)

The  2013  Nexa  Conference 
represented our main activity in 
the reporting period focusing on 
“Internet  &  Democracy”.  The 
Conference was designed to dis-
cuss the manifold implications of 
the topic in such a way to pro-
duce  a  participatory  and  inter-
disciplinary debate.

Background
During  the  previous  report-

ing period, the Nexa Center led 
scientific organization of the Ital-
ian Internet  Governance Forum 
2012 –  encompassing  eGovern-
ment  and  democratic  participa-
tion as one of its main threads – 
and contributed to the Biennale 
Democrazia (a “permanent pub-
lic  laboratory”  nurturing  civic 
engagement  and  thinking  about 
democracy),  organising  three 
public events within it. 

Objectives
The Conference intended to 

bring  together  young  scholars, 
professors, civil  servants, practi-
tioners, students, and the public 
at large, to discuss the manifold 

implications  of  the  Internet  on 
democratic participation. In par-
ticular, the  Conference  had  the 
objective  to  document  case 
studies, increase the interdiscipli-
nary understanding of topic, and 
discuss priorities for further re-
search in the field.  

Results
The  Conference  (whose  full 

program  and  presentations  can 
be  retrieved  at  http://nexa.poli-
to.it/conf2013)  encompassed  a 
remarkable  keynote  speech  by 
prof. Peppino Ortoleva (Univer-
sity  of  Turin),  discussing  the 
“Representations  of  the  globe  in  
the time of the Net”, introducing 
the  Conference  topic  from the 
historical  and  epistemological 
viewpoints.  A  presentation  by 

Fabio  Chiusi (researcher  and 
journalist)  discussed  actual 
achievements  and  pitfalls  of 
widely  acknowledged  endeavors 
of  digital  democracy across  Eu-
rope, while  Elena  Pavan (Re-
search  fellow  at  University  of 
Trento,  and  Nexa  Fellow)  re-
ported the results of the  Reac-
tion project on the interplay be-
tween online and offline interac-
tions in the field of political par-
ticipation.   Luca  De  Biase 
(President  of  Fondazione  Ahref, 
and Nexa Trustee) and  Fiorella 
De Cindio (University of Milan) 
presented their  analysis on two 
practical  cases  of  political  en-
gagement, focused on civic media 
and on online platforms respec-
tively.  Alina Ostling (European 
University  Institute)  presented 
her research on the drivers that 
lead  governments  to  engage  in 
eDemocracy, while  Ben  Wag-
ner (European  University  Insti-
tute) discussed trade-offs in the 
use  of  digital  technologies  by 
government,  highlighting  the 
risks of 'closed-source' societies.
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4.6 University and Democracy
Rethinking the University's role in Society in the Networked Age.

Project website/page N/A

Status ongoing

Period 2009 – present

Funding in kind

Funding organization internal funding

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin

Nexa co-director Juan Carlos 
De  Martin  continued  his  re-
search for a book on University 
and Democracy in  the  Internet 
Age.

Background
This  research  originated  in 

particular from the intuitions of 
prof. Charles  Nesson  from  the 
Berkman  Center  at  Harvard, 
who clearly saw – several years 
ago – the challenges and the op-
portunities  that  the  cyberspace 
posed  to  universities,  also  in 
terms of their civic role.

The  first  tangible  result  of 
these  considerations, as  elabo-
rated  at  the  Nexa  Center, was 
the  international  conference 

University  and  Cyberspace: Re-
shaping  Knowledge  Institutions 
for the Networked Age (Torino, 
June  28-30, 2010). The  confer-
ence was organized by the Nexa 
Center together with the Berk-
man Center of Harvard and also 
represented the last public event 
of the Communia European The-
matic  Network  on  the  Digital 
Public Domain.).

Objectives
This  research  explores  the 

(civic) role of Universities in the 
Internet age. Universities are en-
trusted with the increasingly im-
portant responsibility of creating, 
sharing, and fostering the use of 
knowledge, and thus are the re-
cipients  of  tremendous  invest-

ments of time, money, space, and 
authority. As we progress further 
into  a  networked  age,  our 
knowledge institutions are chal-
lenged  by  society  to  become a 
driving force to create and dis-
seminate knowledge, using inno-
vative  approaches  derived  from 
and for the networked worldw.

Results
Juan Carlos De Martin has 

kept  working  on  his  book  on 
University  and  Democracy 
in the Internet Age, signing a 
contract with a Turin-based pub-
lisher.  The  book  will  be  pre-
sented at the next Torino Book 
Fair in May 2015; a CC-licensed 
version  will  be  available  online 
some time after the launch.

_____________________________________________

4.7 Outlook
 In  the  data  protection  re-

lated threads, the reform of the 
EU data protection regulation is 
expected to be at the center of 
an  interesting  debate  in  2015. 
The same applies to the comple-
mentary multidisciplinary thread 
related  with  and  individual-cen-
tric data ecosystem.

The Legal  aspects of service 
robots  project  will  deliver  its 
main  results  in  2014/2015  and 
will  therefore  be very active  in 
the next reporting period.

With respect to the Internet 
& Democracy and University  & 

Democracy  threads,  the  main 
forthcoming  results  are  ex-
pected  to  be  in  the  University 
and  Democracy  thread, thanks 
to the book that prof. Juan Car-
los  De  Martin  is  authoring. 
Other expected activities will be 
related with the 2015 edition of 
Biennale Democrazia, where the 
Nexa Center is expected to co-
ordinate  the  technological 
thread of  conferences  and sub-
projects.
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5. OTHER PROJECTS

In this section, we describe activities and results of projects that are not categorized into any  
specific thread, either because they touch several research areas (such as the EINS European  
Network in Internet Science), or because their possible applications are manifold, as in the  
case of the TellMeFirst opensource software, exploiting Linked Data technologies.
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5.1 EINS: the European Network of Excellence in Internet Science
Gathering  more  than 30 academic  institutions  across Europe  and beyond,  EINS aims at  
paving the way towards an integrated 'Internet Science'.

Project website/page http://www.internet-science.eu/ 

Status ongoing

Period December 2011 – March 2015

Funding (of which Nexa) 4,997,000 € (111,000 €) for the entire project 

Funding organization European Commission (FP7-ICT-2011-7)

Person(s) in charge Raimondo Iemma (Nexa project manager)

The EINS Network of Excel-
lence  in  Internet  Science  has 
achieved its second year of activ-
ities, and has entered  the  third 
one. The work of thematic Joint 
Research  Actions  is  proceeding 
on  schedule,  with  interesting 
connection  emerging  between 
them. 

Background
The  EINS  activities  range 

from  Joint  Research  Activities 
(JRAs) to initiatives in support of 
the  integration  of  partner 
projects, from  dissemination  to 
interaction  with  external  stake-
holders  in  the  area  of  Internet 
Science. Establishing  a  dialogue 
and a common agenda between 
scientists from different fields is 
challenging, but it also represents 
a requirement to effectively pave 
the  way  towards  an  integrated 
multidisciplinary science. 

Objectives
Since December 2013, the Nexa 
Center co-leads the work pack-
age  related  with  “Evidence  & 
Experimentation”  (JRA3), fo-
cusing its contributions on cata-

loguing methodologies and tools 
to  assess  network performance 
on the one hand, and open data 
quality  on  the  other. With  re-
spect  to  “Governance, Regu-
lation and Standards” (JRA4), 
thecontribution  of  the  Nexa 
Center is mainly focused on  de 
facto licensing standardization in 
the field of Open Contents and 
Science Commons. As far as “In-
ternet  Privacy  and Identity, 
Trust and Reputation Mech-
anisms” (JRA5) are concerned, 
the Nexa Center  is  engaged in 
leading  a  relevant  part  of  the 
work, in particular by discussing 
the ongoing EU policy debate on 
data protection, and its implica-
tions. In  the  field  of  “Virtual 
Communities”  (JRA6),  the 
analysis carried out Nexa Center 
is focused on the interaction be-
tween offline and online political 
participation.

Results
The  Nexa  Center  contrib-

uted  to  the  re-shuffle  of  JRA3 
("Evidence  and 
Experimentation").  The  TellMe-
First  software  (p.  43)  is  being 
used to classify  network mea-
surement  methodologies. 
Moreover, a research thread on 
Open Data quality has been acti-
vated, with a case study on Ital-
ian administrations. 

Tangible  effort  has  been de-
voted  to  JRA5, with  a  steering 
role  by  the  Nexa  Director  of 
Privacy Alessandro Mantelero, on 
the main deliverable focusing on 
law & economics of privacy , 
also covering a discussion on In-
dividual-centric data ecosystems 
(p.  37). Between  April  and  July, 
Alessandro  Mantelero  spent 
three months as visiting fellow at 
Oxford Internet Institute within 
the EINS mobility program. 

The  Nexa  contribution  to 
Regulation issues encompasses a 
review of the implementation 
process  of  the  Creative 
Commons  4.0  licenses  (and 
their  application  to  Public 
Sector Information, also men-
tioned  in  p.  22), as  well  as  the 
discussion of the  pricing prin-
ciples  of  open  government 
data (also mentioned in p. 18). 

The Nexa Center is carrying 
out a set of case studies about 
on offline and online political 
participation, focusing on case 
studies, among which the Se non 
ora, quando? campaign on gender 
parity,  and  the  organizational 
structure of the Pirate Party. The 
Nexa Fellow Elena Pavan, sociol-
ogist, is  actively  involved in this 
piece of work. 
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5.2 TellMeFirst - A knowledge discovery application
TellMeFirst is a tool designed for classifying and enriching textual documents using Linked  
Open Data.

Project website/page http://tellmefirst.polito.it 

Status ongoing

Period April 2012 – present

Funding About 25,000 € between 2012 and 2014

Funding organization European Commission (FP7-ICT-2011-7) and Telecom Italia (in 2014)

Persons in charge Giuseppe Futia (Project manager and main developer), Federico Cairo (Project  
founder and technology advisor)

TellMeFirst  (TMF)  is  an 
open-source  software  de-
signed for classifying and en-
riching  textual  documents 
via  Linked  Open  Data.  The 
recognized topics are expressed 
as  DBpedia  resources, a  repre-
sentation of structured informa-
tion  of  a  Wikipedia  entry, and 
the  input  text  is  then enriched 
with  new  information  (images, 
videos,  maps,  news)  retrieved 
from Linked Open Data reposi-
tories published on the Web.

Background
The adoption of Linked Data 

best  practices for  exposing and 
connecting  information  on  the 
Web has a considerable success 
in several areas: multimedia pub-
lishing, open government, health 
care. Moreover, a specific line of 
research explores the points of 
convergence of Linked Data and 
Natural  Language  Processing 
(NLP): DBpedia, a  central inter-
linking hub for the Linking Data 

project, has proven to be a very 
suitable knowledge base for text 
classification, according  to  both 
technical reasons and more the-
oretical  considerations. Further-
more, DBpedia is directly linked 
to the arguably  largest  multilin-
gual annotated corpus ever cre-
ated, which is Wikipedia: thus, it 
is  technically  perfect  for  auto-
mated tasks in the fields of NLP.

Objectives
TMF  intends  to  leverage 

Linked Data and NLP technolo-
gies  to extract  the main  topics 
from texts in the form of DBpe-
dia resources, retrieving new in-
formation from the Web. In or-
der to maintain an effective clas-
sification  process,  in  particular 
on texts concerning recent top-
ics  (covered,  for  instance,  by 
newspapers),  the  DBpedia 
knowledge  base  employed  for 
topics extraction will be updated 
to the latest version.

To  increase  the  robustness 
and  the  scalability  of  TMF, the 
software will be tested in a de-
fined use  case, classifying  digital 
books published on the Project 
Gutenberg  website.  Semantic 
metadata added to digital books 
by  means  of  TMF  classification 
process can be exploited by se-
mantic  search  engines  to  im-
prove user experience. The clas-
sification pipeline developed for 

this  specific  use  case  could  be 
also used on different scenarios.

We also plan to extend TMF 
API  in  order  to allow users to 
retrieve  also  Wikipedia  Cate-
gories (or categories defined by 
other  ontologies)  of  extracted 
topics, in order to obtain higher-
level  concepts  that  encompass 
topics  that  belong to the same 
semantic area. This approach will 
be tested in the  Internet Sci-
ence field, in the context of the 
Network of Excellence in Inter-
net Science EINS, and, in particu-
lar, in relation with the activities 
concerning Evidence and Experi-
mentation (JRA3).

Results
The  paper  Exploiting 

Linked Open Data and Natu-
ral  Language  Processing  for  
Classification  of  Political  
Speech (G. Futia, F. Morando, L. 
Leschiutta)  was  presented  at 
the International Conference for 
E-Democracy  and  Open  Gov-
ernment 2014, and published in 
its proceedings. This paper shows 
the effectiveness of the DBpedia-
based approach of TMF for text 
categorization  in  the  e-govern-
ment field. 

At  the  end  of  2013 we up-
dated  the  DBpedia  knowledge 
base (version 3.9) used by TMF 
for  topics  extraction from Eng-
lish texts. A website that shows a 
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demo  of  TMF  functionalities  is 
available  online  at  http://tellme-
first.polito.it,  and  the  source 
code  can  be  downloaded  at 

https://github.com/TellMeFirst/tel
lmefirst. TMF can be freely used 
via  APIs,  following  the  devel-
oper's  guide  available  at: 

http://tellmefirst.polito.it/TellMe-
First_API_Guide.pdf.

_____________________________________________

5.3 Outlook
The EINS Network of Excel-

lence will close its activity in May 
2015. During  its  last  year, the 
Nexa  Center  will  finalize  the 
contributions described in p. 42, 
and will contribute to the orga-
nization  of  project  meetings, 
such as a public event hosted at 
University of Bologna, including a 
workshop on network neutrality, 

and  of  the  final  Conference  of 
the Network. 

In the coming months, TellMe-
First will benefit from a financial 
contribution from Telecom Italia, 
that  will  allow  us  to   develop 
new  features  to  increase  the 
scalability and the robustness of 
the  sotware. TellMeFirst  will  be 

tested  for  classifying  digital 
books published on the Project 
Gutenberg website. Telecom cre-
ated also a GitHub fork of the 
main  repository  of  TellMeFirst, 
continuing  the  development  of 
the software for business needs, 
releasing open-source code with 
open licenses.
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6. PROJECT PROPOSALS

In this section, project proposals issued by the Nexa Center (as coordinator or partner) during  
the reporting  period are  shortly  described,  also   indicating   the outcome of   the  submission  
(when already published).
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6.1 Regione Lazio Open Data Portal
Designing and implementing the system of Open Data portals of Regione Lazio.

Project website/page N/A

Status Submitted (eligible, not funded)

Period N/A (duration: 18 months)

Funding (of which Nexa) 1,198,800 € (91,950 €) for the entire project 

Funding organization Regione Lazio (Filas)

Person(s) in charge Federico Morando (Nexa project manager)

The proposal answered a call 
for  tender  from  Regione  Lazio 
concerning the design and imple-
mentation  of  an  ambitious  sys-
tem of open data related portals 
(including support services). The 
proposal  was  coordinated  by 
Regesta.exe (which already real-
ized the linked open data portal 
of  the  Italian  Chambers  of 
Deputies: Dati.Camera.it ). 

Background
The proposal  concerned the 

realization of the portal dati.re-
gione.lazio.it,  plus  consultancy 
services to populate and manage 
the portal. It also included con-
sultancy services  to  the  benefit 
of other local public administra-
tions, the design and implemen-
tation of an overall communica-
tion strategy, etc.

Objectives
The role of the Nexa Center 

was  focused  on  the  census  of 
the data to be opened (including 

rights clearance) and on the con-
sultancy work.

Results
The  project  was  considered 

eligible  (and  with  the  highest 
technical evaluation, amongst the 
twelve submitted projects), how-
ever its overall score was insuffi-
cient to win the tender (since it 
just featured a 14% rebate, while 
a competing project  had a 30% 
rebate).

_____________________________________________

6.2 CONVERT
Community Network VERrua Testbed: a communitynetwork based testbed to enable network  
experiments.

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted (eligible, not funded)

Period N/A (duration: 20 months)

Funding 75,197 € for the entire project 

Funding organization European Commission (internal call of the CONFINE project)

Person(s) in charge Daniele Trinchero (scientific coordinator)

The  COmmunity  Network 
VERrua  Testbed  (CONVERT) 
project  aims  to  expand  the 
Community-Lab  testbed  net-
work experiments, adding three 
community  networks  (here-
inafter  identified  as  CONVERT 
networks) realized and managed 
by the iXem Labs of Politecnico 
di  Torino.  (iXem Labs  is  a  re-
search  group  coordianted  by 
Nexa  faculty  fellow  Daniele 
Trinchero).

Background
The Community-Lab testbed 

(http://community-lab.net/)  is  a 
global  facility  for  experimenta-
tion  with  network technologies 
and services for community net-
works, established under the EU 
funded CONFINE project.

The CONVERT networks are 
deployed in three different sce-
narios  and  they  are  part  of  a 
VPN,  which  is  remotely  con-
trolled  from PoliTO main  cam-

pus. The first one, called Munici-
palities  Network, is  located  in 
the Italian countryside, in a hilly 
environment, in  the  north-west 
of  Italy,  over  a  territory  of 
139.48  square  km  with  15,434 
inhabitants with 1,500 estimated 
active  connections  by  beginning 
2014.  The  second  one,  called 
Mountain  Network, is  made up 
of extra-long point-to-point links 
connecting  the  city  of  Torino 
with  the  Alps,  at  more  than 
4,000 meters above the sea. The 
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last  one, called  Equatorial  Net-
work, covers integrally, by means 
of  point-to-point  and  point-to-
multipoint  links,  an  African 
Country, the Comoros Islands, in 
the  Indian  Ocean.  The  three 
CONVERT networks have been 
designed  by  iXem  Labs’  re-
searchers and implemented with 
the direct participation of the lo-
cal population.

Objectives
One of the opportunities of-

fered by CONVERT consisted in 

comparing  the  performances  of 
the CONVERT networks, which 
are  permanently controlled and 
hierarchically planned, with other 
community  networks  already 
connected  to  the  Community-
Lab  testbed, where  the  growth 
of the infrastructure is less con-
trolled from the top.

Other interesting opportuni-
ties  for  experimentation  came 
from the availability  of  connec-
tions in “unusual” locations (e.g., 
glaciers, high mountains, equato-
rial  islands,  developing  Coun-

tries), opens the door to a huge 
variety of unique tests, thanks to 
the  technical  characteristics  of 
the links, which cannot be repli-
cated  in  a  standard  European 
scenario (also because of techni-
cal regulations, e.g., with respect 
to free frequencies).

Results
CONVERT was evaluated as 

eligible for funding, and then in-
serted in a waiting list for poten-
tial funding. However, the project 
did not receive actual funding.

_____________________________________________

6.3 OVERCEDE
Overcoming chilling effects on data exchange, to support the EU data market.

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted 

Period N/A (duration:  36 months)

Funding (of which Nexa) 2,493,438 € (732,500 €) 

Funding organization European Commission (H2020 ICT-15-2014b Big data and Open Data In-
novation and take-up)

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin (Nexa scientific coordinator)

Led  by  the  Nexa  Center, 
OVERCEDE is a Coordination & 
Support  Action  proposal  under 
the Horizon 2020 “Big data and 
Open Data Innovation and take-
up”  topic. Its  major  aim  is  to 
help EU-funded projects to solve 
prominent  legal  issues  related 
with data exchange.

Background
The  Horizon2020  ICT-15-

2014b call  has  the  primary ob-
jective to “(...)  l”lay the founda-
tion  for  effective  exchange  and 
reuse  of  data  assets  (including 

those  controlled  by  the  data 
subject) across: industry sectors, 
national boundaries and language 
barriers, public and private sec-
tors”. 

Objectives
Over  a  3-year  period, 

OVERCEDE aims at achieving  a 
clear identification of the current 
legal  barriers, chilling  effects, 
‘grey  zones’, and  other  factors 
that limit the potential of the EU 
data markets;  mapping and sup-
porting  EU-backed  projects  in 
this respect; and  providing tools 

for  the standardization  of  con-
tractual  terms  related  with  ac-
cess, exchange and reuse of data 
assets.

Results
The  proposal  has  been  pre-
sented with the Nexa Center as 
coordinator, and  Zabala  Innova-
tion Consulting S.A. (ES), Nation-
al Technical University of Athens 
(GR),  Istituto Superiore  Mario 
Boella  (IT)  and  Civitta  (LT)  as 
partners.  As  of  May  2014, 
OVERCEDE is under evaluation.

_____________________________________________
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6.4 ACE
Building an Advanced Cloud Environment for European Public Administrations.

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted (pending evaluation)

Period N/A (duration:  36 months)

Funding (of which PoliTO) 6,426,644 €  (678,438 €) for the entire project

Funding organization European Commission (H2020-ICT-2014-1, topic: ICT-07-2014)

Person(s) in charge Marco Torchiano (SoftEng group) and Juan Carlos De Martin (Nexa)

ACE  is  a  Horizon2020  re-
search  and  innovation  action 
proposal,  addressing  the  “Ad-
vanced  Cloud  Infrastructures 
and  services”  topic. (The Nexa 
Center applied for this proposal 
together with the Software Engi-
neering  research  group  at  Po-
litecnico.)

Background
Achieving the “vision of pub-

lic services” implicitely described 
by  the  Commission  requires 
both the opening of silos of data 
and the creation of an environ-
ment where the Public Adminis-
tration  (PA),  third  parties  and 
citizens  can work together. PAs 
keep  assets  (data,  documents 

and applications)  closed in  data 
centres. Breaking  these silos  fa-
cilitates the PAs internal process, 
and  their  engagement  with  ex-
ternal stakeholders. The obstacle 
is the migration of all  assets to 
the cloud, which is not possible 
in the short term, nor advisable 
since  many  PAs  still  await  re-
turns  of  investment  on  current 
infrastructures,  re-engineering 
existing systems is not an option 
either.  The  cloud  technology 
needs to offer the right environ-
ment as well as supporting new 
concepts for public services.

Objectives
To  address  the  aforemen-

tioned  challenges,  the  ACE 

project  aims at enabling PAs to 
easily  deploy  assets  on  a  cloud 
environment, also ensuring a se-
cure  cloud  environment. More-
over, ACE will carry out research 
activities  to  develop  a  frame-
work to allow PAs to coopera-
tively  fund  the  evolution  of  as-
sets, promoting the maintenance 
by third parties, supporting  and 
easing  the  usage  for  all  stake-
holders. ACE  aims  at  doing  so 
building  on  the  previous  CIP-
ICT-PSP project  Open-DAI (see 
above, p. 12).

Results
The project is pending evalu-

ation from the European Com-
mission.

_____________________________________________

6.5 RRI-ICT Forum
Responsible Research and Innovation for the Digital Age.

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted 

Period N/A (duration: 36 months)

Funding (of which Nexa) € 999,750 (78,438€ )

Funding organization European Commission (H2020 ICT-31-2014 b Human-centric Digital Age)

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin (NEXA scientific coordinator)

Coordinated by Sigma Orio-
nis (FR), the RRI-ICT Forum pro-
posal aims at monitoring, analyz-
ing,  supporting  and  promoting 
social  sciences  and  humanities, 
and  the  “Responsible  Research 
and Innovation” approach in ICT 
research  and  innovation  under 
Horizon 2020. 

Background
The  coordination  and  sup-

port actions under the Horizon 
2020 “Human-centric digital age” 
topic are asked to “ (…)  facili-
tate  community  building  be-
tween  ICT  developers,  re-
searchers in SSH and other disci-

plines, and  stakeholders  for  re-
sponsible  research  and  innova-
tion”, as well as to “(...) provide 
concrete incentives and motiva-
tions  for  cross-disciplinary  col-
laborations”.

Objectives
RRI-ICT  mainly  aims  at  en-
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suring a concertation mechanism 
involving Research & Innovationa 
ctions  funded  under  the  same 
Horizon 2020 topic, also by the 
means of a “community” online 
platform, and three annual for a.

The  Nexa  Center  will  con-
tribute  by  leading  platform  de-

velopment, and  by  participating 
in  the  interaction  with  other 
projects.

Results
The proposal has been pre-

sented with  the  French consul-
tancy Sigma Orionis as coordina-

tor, and a diversified set of part-
ners  including, amongst  others, 
the Nexa Center, the Centre for 
Social  Innovation (AT), the Uni-
versity of Ljubljana (SL), and the 
Euclid Network (UK). As of May 
2014, RRI-ICT  Forum  is  under 
evaluation. 

_____________________________________________
6.6 KindActs

Understanding the meaning of “digital kindness” through interndisciplinary research.

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted (rejected)

Period N/A (duration: 30 months)

Funding (of which Nexa) 1,262,051 € (186,000 €) for the entire project 

Funding organization European Commission (H2020 ICT-31-2014 b Human-centric Digital Age)

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin (Nexa scientific coordinator).

Coordinated  by  the 
Norwegian  Business  School 
(Oslo), KindActs  is  a  research 
and  innovation  proposal  aimed 
at understanding and promoting 
the kindness of the digital age for 
commerce, technology and soci-
ety  , under  several  perspective, 
ranging from business models to 
regulation. 

Background
The research and innovation 

actions under the Horizon 2020 
“Human-centric  digital  age” can 
focus on a wide range of topics, 
from  information  overload  to 
ethical aspects of norms and be-

havior, with the general purpose 
to better shape the digital future 
as “a key success factor for the 
values  and  competitiveness  of 
the European society”.

Objectives
In this research project, “vir-

tual kindness” is conceived as a 
proxy for non-reciprocal or non-
mercantile  driven  behaviors 
characterized  by  empathy, gen-
erosity, or  a  waiver  of  entitle-
ment. KindActs chose to decline 
such concept  in terms of “Net-
works, Behavior  and  Markets”, 
“Organizational  Arrangements 
and  Business  Models”,  and 

“Norms, Regulations  and  Law” 
(the latter with a focus on net-
work  neutrality  to  be  coordi-
nated by the Nexa Center).

Results
KindActs  has  been  pre-

sented  with  the  Norwegian 
Business  School as  coordinator, 
and a diversified set of partners 
including,  the Nexa Center, the 
Universitat  Autonoma  de 
Barcelona (ES), the University of 
St. Gallen  (CH), and  Hans-Bre-
dow-Institute  (DE).  As  of  May 
2014, KindActs Forum is  under 
evaluation. 

_____________________________________________
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6.7 M.ODER.NS
Modern building heritage: Overview for Discussion on Environmental Related values, in order  
to Enhance the Process of (aware) Reuse. Not only for Scientists.

Project website/page N/A

Status Submitted (pending evaluation)

Period N/A (duration:  months)

Funding (of which Nexa) 466,295 € (to be defined, within the 198,800 € budget of PoliTO)

Funding organization European Commission (Heritage Plus Joint Call)

Person(s) in charge Federico Morando (Nexa Center sub-group project manager)

M.ODER.NS  is  an  Heritage 
Plus  Joint  Call  pre-proposal  on 
modern  architectural  cultural 
heritage. The proposal is coor-
dinated by Politecnico di Torino 
(Rocco Curto, dean of the De-
sign  and  Architecture  Depart-
ment).
Background

M.ODER.NS considers that 
the Modern Architecture (MA) 
is not fully recognized as her-

itage. The Information Technol-
ogy  can  help  us  to  promote 
and raise awareness.
Objectives

The  research  proposal  aims 
to investigate a new comprehen-
sive and operative method to in-
crease awareness on the value of 
MA. The MA has to be consid-
ered as a system (cultural, social 
and economic) to be conserved, 
enhanced and  used, both  really 

and virtually, at local and at inter-
national level.

Results
As of June 2014, the proposal 

is under evaluation.

_____________________________________________

6.8 PANDigital (SIR)
PA Nativa Digitale (Digital Native Public Administration): how should we design the IT sys
tem and related processes of a public administration, in absence of pathdependency?

Project website/page N/A

Status submitted

Period N/A (duration: 36 months)

Funding (of which Nexa) 727,483 € (717,290 €) for the entire project 

Funding organization MIUR (Italian Ministry of Education, University and Research)

Person(s) in charge Federico Morando (principal investigator)

The  research  question  of 
PANDigital  is:  How  would  we 
design  the processes  and infor-
mation systems of  a  Public  Ad-
ministration (PA), in the absence 
of  constraints  coming from the 
past?  (I.e., without  caring  about 
interoperability  with  legacy  sys-
tems, existing contracts, etc.)

Background
In  spite  of  investments  and 

projects related with information 
technology  (IT), public  adminis-

trations  (PAs)  seem  to  change 
with  much  difficulty  and  slow-
ness. Since IT is getting cheaper 
and simpler, arguably it is not the 
analysis of technology itself that 
will  show how to  increase  the 
impact of the investments in the 
information systems of PAs. Un-
derstanding the logic, habits, and 
processes of the PAs themselves, 
instead, could be the key to trig-
ger a socially  valuable evolution 
of PA in the Digital Age.

Objectives
The first part of the PANDig-

ital project will aim at perform-
ing a need analysis: what kind of 
needs/problems are  PAs satisfy-
ing/addressing?  (So, “what”  PAs 
are  doing, but  not  “how”.)  As 
soon  as  needs/problems  will 
have  been  defined,  PANDigital 
will start identifying and studying 
the solutions that natively digital 
institutions  –  e.g.,  innovative 
start-ups,  online  communities, 
software projects – designed to 
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address  similar  situations  (e.g., 
software  versioning  systems, 
wikis). We will then try to figure 
out whether such solutions may 
be adapted to the PA. 

The  second  part  of  the 
project will have a dual purpose. 
On one hand, the results of the 
analysis  above  will  be  system-
atized in a monograph on Digital 
Native  Public  Administration 
(which will  be, on purpose, the 

description of a utopia). On the 
other hand, the same theme will 
be  approached  from  a  "change 
management" point of view. hav-
ing  described  a  utopian  Digital 
Native PA, PANDigital will  start 
the  interaction  with  one  or 
more real PAs, with all their con-
straints  and  path-dependencies, 
to  understand  if  and  how they 
can evolve in the direction of a 
Digital  Native  PA, taking  steps 

which are also sustainable in the 
short run.

Results
To date, PANDigital is just a 

project proposal. If funded, it will 
be  a  highly  interdisciplinary 
project, leveraging on the experi-
ence (and on the network) gath-
ered by the Nexa Center analyz-
ing the processes of opening-up 
the  data  of  public  administra-
tions.

_____________________________________________
6.9 Ongoing draft proposals

At the moment of writing the 
report at hand, there are no on-
goig  formal  project  proposals. 
However, the Center  is  consid-

ering to apply for the funding of 
a Creative Commons and Open 
Access  related  initiative  with 
Fondazione  CaRiPLo. Moreover, 

we  are  considering  the  partici-
pate  in  a  Horizon2020  call  re-
lated with ICT and data protec-
tion.

_____________________________________________

6.10 Previous proposals

As far as the project propos-
als described in the previous an-
nual  report  are  concerned, the 
CRoNN  proposal  (Cross-disci-
plinary  Research  on  Network 
Neutrality)  was  rejected. How-
ever, a spin-off of the latter, Mor-
FEO (described in p. 32) was ac-
cepted  for  funding  under  the 
EINS  Open  Call  (within  the 
same  call, the  Internet  Science 
Gateway, focused on the use of 

linked data to map “Internet  Sci-
ence”, did not receive funding).

With  respect  to  other  pro-
posals  submitted  under  the  EU 
FP7, Pasteur4OA (p. 24) was ac-
cepted, while Commune, Grappa, 
Pico-Ran  and  FirstTuesday  did 
not receive a high enough rating 
to  be  eligible  for  funding.  The 
Share-PSI  2.0  thematic  network 
on  technical  aspects  of  PSI  (p. 

16), coordinated  by  W3C, was 
instead accepted.

As far as Regional support is 
concerned,  ODINO  (feasibility 
study  on  feedback  processes 
around PSI) has been shortlisted 
amongst  the  eligible  proposals, 
still with no funding awarded to 
date (May 2014).
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7. TEACHING

The Digital Revolution undergraduate course at Politecnico di Torino is in detail in this sec 
tion, because of its strong affinity with the Center both in terms of topics and people involved  
(from the professor to the teaching assistant, going through many guest lecturers).

There are also several links between the activities of the Center and the teaching of the codi
rectors, faculty fellows and other fellows of the Center, some of which are summarized in this  
section, under the heading “Other teaching activities”.
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7.1 “Digital Revolution”: an Undergraduate Course at Politecnico di Torino
A Politecnico di Torino undergraduate course – trying to understand the times we are living

Project website/page http://rivoluzionedigitale.polito.it/ 

Status ongoing

Period March 2012 – present 

Funding (of which Nexa) standard funding by Politecnico di Torino (additional support in kind)

Funding organization Politecnico di Torino + Nexa internal funding

Person(s) in charge Juan Carlos De Martin (lecturer); Simone Basso (teaching assistant); Clara 
Cibrario Assereto (teaching assistant); Giuseppe Futia (media assistant).

“Rivoluzione Digitale” (Digital 
Revolution) is an elective course 
for first-year students at Politec-
nico di Torino. It aims to contrib-
ute  to  the  education  of  future 
engineers and architects as digi-
tal  individuals, by  providing  stu-
dents  the  multidisciplinary 
knowledge  required  to  under-
stand the digital  revolution, and 
by  teaching  them  practical  on-
line-world skills. In particular, we 
teach  students  how  to  create 
and maintain a blog, how to in-
teract on a mailing list, how to 
use  Twitter, how  to  prepare  – 
and  publish  on  a  video-hosting 
platform – a short self-promot-
ing video.

The  evaluation  of  the  stu-
dents'  online  production,  con-
ducted  during  the  entire  dura-
tion of  the course, amounts  to 
60% of  the  final  grade; the  re-
mainder derives from the evalua-
tion of the final essay.

The  course  is  held  by  Juan 
Carlos  with  help  from Simone: 
Juan Carlos covers the theoreti-
cal part, and Simone covers the 
online-skills part. There are also 
frequent guest lecturers (see be-
low). As  regards  the  evaluation 
of the online activities, it is car-
ried  out  by  Simone  and  Clara 
Cibrario  Assereto  (Senseable 
City Lab, MIT). Giuseppe, finally, 
takes  care  of  registering  (and 
publishing  the  videos  of)  the 

guest  lecturers;  moreover,  he 
also  helps  with  teaching  online 
skills.

Background
Ranging from business activi-

ties  to culture, from politics  to 
everyday  life,  digital  revolution 
effects  are  so  deep  and  lasting 
that the traditional education of 
engineers  and architects  has to 
be complemented with selected 
multidisciplinary knowledge – le-
gal, economic, historical and so-
cial – to fully understand the as-
pects  of  the  digital  revolution 
and the related impact on soci-
ety. 

Moreover,  on  the  practical 
side, responsible (and aware) dig-
ital  citizens  need  to  master  a 
number of online skills, e.g., how 
to discuss on a public mailing list, 
how to express themselves using 
a blog.

Objectives
1)  To  provide  students  the 

multidisciplinary  knowledge 
(technical, legal, etc.) required to 
understand the multiple aspects 

of the digital  revolution, and its 
impact on the society.

2) To teach students practical 
online  skills.  In  particular,  we 
teach how to create and main-
tain a blog, how to interact on a 
mailing list (and the netiquette), 
how to use Twitter, how to film a 
short  video, edit  and  publish  it 
on a video hosting platform (e.g., 
YouTube), how to distinguish be-
tween genuine pieces of informa-
tion  and  digital  rubbish  (a  skill 
that  is  commonly  called  “crap 
detection”)

Results
The  2012  edition  featured 

many  guest  lecturers, including 
the  Nexa  co-director  prof. 
Marco  Ricolfi, and  a  few  Nexa 
Trustees.  In  2013,  the  guest 
speakers  will  be:  prof.  Marco 
Zamperini,  prof.  Marco  Ricolfi, 
prof. Angelo  Raffaele  Meo, atty. 
Carlo Blengino, dott. Luca De Bi-
ase and dott. Anna Masera, dott. 
Davide  Gomba, and  prof. Maria 
Chiara Pievatolo.

The  past  editions  of  the 
course  featured  several  guest 
lecturers, including the Nexa co-
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director prof. Marco Ricolfi  and 
some Nexa Trustees. In 2014 the 
confirmed  guest  lecturers  are 
prof. Angelo Raffaele Meo (Nexa 
Trustee),  atty.  Carlo  Blengino 
(Nexa Fellow), dott. Anna Masera 
(Nexa  Trustee),  dott.  Davide 
Gomba  (Arduino), and  mr. Ar-
turo Filastò (Tor Project).

In 2012 we enrolled 135 stu-
dents who (divided in groups of 
3-4  students)  opened  29  blogs; 

after  the  semester, 80  students 
passed the exam. In 2013 we en-
rolled 169 students who opened 
35 blogs; after the semester, 112 
students  passed  the  exam.  In 
2014 we enrolled  192 students 
who opened 42 blogs. Since the 
course ends in mid June, we are 
currently tracking and evaluating 
the students' online activity (we 
will,  in  particular, evaluate  and 
grade three blog posts and one 
video per student, but the evalu-

ation will  also include a general 
assessment of the student's on-
line activities). 

Flavio  Giobergia, one of  the 
best  students  of  the  2013 
course,  will  be  spending  10 
weeks at the Berkman Center at 
Harvard University as a Summer 
Intern and we expect to be able 
to offer a similar opportunity to 
one of the best students of the 
2014 edition.

_____________________________________________

7.2 Other teaching activities
There are several links be-

tween the activities of the Cen-
ter and the teaching activities of 
the co-directors, faculty fellows 
and other fellows of the Center, 
including Marco Ricolfi, Juan Car-
los De Martin, Ugo Pagallo, 
Alessandro Mantelero and sev-
eral other fellows and associates.

WIPO Master (LL.M)
The World Intellectual Prop-

erty Organization and the Uni-
versity of Turin organize an LL.M 
in Intellectual Property Law at 
the ILO International Training 
Center in Turin. The LL.M is co-
ordinated by Nexa co-director 
Marco Ricolfi and features sev-
eral lectures from the Nexa net-
work, e.g., Massimo Travostino, 
Giancarlo Frosio, and Federico. 
Morando.

Last-JD (Ph.D.)
Some other teaching activi-

ties are taking place within the 
Last-JD Joint International Doc-
toral (Ph.D.) Degree in Law, Sci-
ence and Technology, in which 
the Nexa Center is involved as 
an associate partner. In particular, 
Alessandro Mantelero and Fed-
erico Morando lectured during 
the Spring of 2014 (when the 
students are spending a term in 

Turin).

Innovation  and  international  
transactions law

In 2014, Alessandro Man-
telero has started his second 
level course on “Innovation and 
International Transactions Law”, 
featuring as a primary focus the 
digital arena. The course included 
guest lectures from Nexa re-
searchers, e.g., Raimondo Iemma 
and Federico Morando.

CopyrightX satellite
CopyrightX is a networked 

course, combining pre-recorded 
lectures, seminars, live webcasts, 
and online discussions. It is 
taught and coordinated by Prof. 
William Fisher and it is a joint 
initiative of Harvard Law School, 
the HarvardX distance-learning 
project, and the Berkman Center 
for Internet and Society. The 
course explores copyright law, 
with an emphasis on normative 
aspects and on the debate about 
how to stimulate and sustain 
creative expression. Three 
groups of students take part in 
the course: a class of residential 
students at Harvard Law School, 
about 500 online participants, 
the students of 10 "satellite" 
courses, based in countries 

other than the United States 
(and each taught by a different 
copyright law expert). (For fur-
ther information, see http://copy-
x.org/.) 

In 2014, the first of the satel-
lite courses was affiliated with 
the Nexa Center for Internet & 
Society and taught by Nexa Fac-
ulty Fellow Giancarlo Frosio (see 
http://copyx.org/satellites/turin-
italy/). Moreover, another satel-
lite course, affiliated with the In-
stitute for Information Law (Am-
sterdam, Netherlands) was 
taught by Nexa Fellow Thomas 
Margoni.

Big Dive
The  Top-IX  consortium  and 

other  partners  organize  Big 
Dive, a  five-week  training  pro-
gram providing the key technical 
skills needed to dive into the big 
data  universe,  including  some 
multidisciplinary knowledge use-
ful to extract value from data.

As  in  the previous two edi-
tions, Alessandro Mantelero, Fed-
erico  Morando  and  Raimondo 
Iemma  will  give  lectures  about 
some legal (data protection & in-
tellectual  property)  and  eco-
nomic aspects of big data.

54

http://copyx.org/satellites/turin-italy/
http://copyx.org/satellites/turin-italy/
http://copyx.org/
http://copyx.org/


7. Teaching

_____________________________________________

7.3 Outlook
The  “Rivoluzione  Digitale” 

undergraduate  course  will  be 
held  also in  the  next  reporting 
period with some modifications, 
and will take advantage of the in-
tense experimentation that char-
acterized the first edition of the 
course.

The  other  aforementioned 
teaching  activities  are  also  ex-
pected  to  be  confirmed  in  the 
next academic year.

In the Fall of 2014, Juan Car-
los  De  Martin,  Federico 
Morando and Raimondo Iemma 

will also be teaching a 20 hours 
course on Open Data within the 
Data Engineering  Master  at Po-
litecnico di Torino.
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8. FUNDING, ORGANIZATION, RELATIONSHIPS & COMMUNITY

This section provides some financial and budgetary information, details about the internal  
functioning of the Nexa Center, including discussion on organizational aspects, and a synthe 
sis of the relationships of the Center with its community and with other institutions, notably  
the global Network of Centers on Internet & Society, that the Nexa Center is supposed to coor
dinate for two years starting from September 2014.
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8.1 Budget Summary
Table 1 below summarizes the total costs sustained by the Nexa Center in 2013.

Research personnel 229,000 €

Nexa Center staff 118,000 €

Tenured personnel 111,000 €

Other personnel 71,000 €

Other costs 92,000 €

events organization and communication 12,000 €

travels (Nexa) 29,000 €

travels (guests/speakers) 5,000 €

equipment 1,000 €

functioning costs (heating, phone, cleaning, etc.) 8,000 €

use of the Center venue 12,000 €

indirect costs (contribution to the Politecnico di 
Torino budget, deducted from Nexa projects) 

25,000 €

Total costs 392,000 €

Table 1: Nexa Center: costs sustained in 2013

“Other  personnel”  includes 
administrative  personnel  (Nadia 
Tecco until April 2013, and Selina 
Fenoglietto from May 2013), per-
sonnel  dealing  with  events  and 
communication (Giuseppe Futia), 
technical personnel (Luca Leschi-
utta) and an estimate of the cost 
of  other  managerial  activities, 
which are not directly related to 
research (e.g., 30% of the cost of 

Federico  Morando, 40%  of  the 
cost   of  Raimondo  Iemma). 
Some cost entries (e.g., Tenured 
personnel)  include in  kind  con-
tributions  (see also Table  2  be-
low).

The contribution of the Nexa 
Center to the budget of Politec-
nico di Torino is calculated as the 
share of the external funding de-

ducted by the central administra-
tion or the Department of Con-
trol  and  Computer  Engineering 
(DAUIN), mainly  to  cover  indi-
rect  costs. This  amount  is  in-
creasing: it was 25,000 € (with a 
contribution  of  5,400  € to  the 
budget  of  our  Department)  in 
2013, and  it  will  be  of  at  least 
32,200 €(8.600 € of which allo-
cated to DAUIN) in 2014.
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Project / other source of funding 2013 2014 2015

Grant from Regione Piemonte 85,800 € 73,500 € 36,800 €

EINS - Network of Excellence on Internet 
Science (including MorFEO) 22,600 € 87,600 € 50,500 €

Open-DAI 38,000 € 24,700 €

Grant from Google Italy 25,400 € 2,700 €

EVPSI 7,000 €

SHARE-PSI 2.0 1,300 € 12,000 €

LAPSI 2.0 9,700 € 5,500 €

Past projects leftover 29,000 € 4,500 €

Grant from Google M-Lab (Google Inc.) 12,500 € 8,700 € 18, 300 €

PASTEUR4OA 18,500 € 37,800 €

Grant from Telecom Italia (tellmefirst) 5,900 € 6.100 €

Grant from Telecom Italia (law&economics of 
service robotics) 5.400 € 16,600 € 38.000 €

Grant from Telecom Italia (online privacy) 26,700 € 23.300 €

Global Network of Interdisciplynary Internet 
& Society Research Centers (NOC) 6,200 € 33,800 €

Grant from 5T (Smart Mobility) 9,000 € 9,000 €

Grant from Cosvifor (Pragmatica degli Open 
Data nella PA) 1,000 € 4,700 €

Contribution in kind from Politecnico di 
Torino (mainly personnel effort) 126,600 € 127,200 € 127,200 €

Contribution in kind from Prof. Marco Ricolfi 30,000 € 30,000 € 30,000 €

Total 392,000 € 445,100 € 432.000 €

Table 2: Nexa Center: expected funding in 2014 and 2015 (as of May 2014)

Table 2 provides an overview 
of  the  sources  of  funding  in 
2013, and  some  estimations  of 
the  expected  funding  in  2014 
and  2015, which  are  based  on 
relatively  conservative  assump-
tions. In fact, only funding related 
to  ongoing  relationships  and 

agreements (even without strict 
legal  obligation  to  provide  this 
funding, e.g. because it is subject 
to the discretionary evaluations 
of  some  funding  institutions)  is 
reported. No funding is listed in 
case of simple submitted and un-
approved project proposals. It is 

also  worth  mentioning  that 
some of the funding threads are 
likely to be available and used by 
the Center also beyond 2014. In 
those cases, the figures reported 
do  not  capture  the  entire 
amount of the funding.

_____________________________________________

8.1.1 Accountability and transparency 
(The  'Accountability  and  trans-

parency  principles'  of  the  Nexa  
Center are here reported, as final-
ized  in  December  10th, 2013, in  

light of the debate involving Nexa 
directors  and  trustees,  and  re-
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ported  in  the  following  page  
http://nexa.polito.it/transparency-
and-accountability ).

The Nexa Center  for  Inter-
net & Society is an independent 
research center belonging to the 
Politecnico  di  Torino, an  Italian 
public university that subscribes 
to the European Charter for Re-
searchers  and  corresponding 
obligations. While the reputation 
of  the  Nexa  Center  ultimately 
rests on the quality, consistency 
and integrity of its actions over 
the  course  of  time, the  Nexa 
Center  also  adopts  several  ex 
ante rules to support the inde-
pendence of the center both in 
substance as well as in external 
perception. In this regard, the is-
sue of funding is particularly sen-
sitive. As a general principle, the 
Nexa  Center  does  not  accept 
funding that may limit the ability 
of the center to carry out inde-
pendent  and unbiased research. 
The  Center  strives  to  ensure 
that  its  funding  comes  from  a 
range of entities, including public 
sector  bodies, foundations, the 
private sector and individuals, to 
minimize  the  dependency  from 
any specific actor (or category of 
actors). Since  funding  provided 
by  for-profit  entities  is  particu-
larly  sensitive, during  each  re-
porting period, the Nexa Center 
is committed to follow account-
ability  and  transparency  guide-
lines concerning funding coming 
from  for-profit  sources.  Such 
guidelines are formalized as fol-
lows:

1. The  existence  and  the  na-
ture  of  all  funding  over 
€1,000 will be published on 

the  website  of  the  Nexa 
Center  and  regularly  up-
dated. Each  year, the  Nexa 
Center  will  also  publish  on 
its  website  the  public  ver-
sion  of  its  Annual  Report, 
containing  the  same  infor-
mation.

2. In a given year, and as a mat-
ter  of  principle,  funding 
coming from any single for-
profit entity should not ex-
ceed 15% of  the budget  of 
the Center in that year. This 
threshold  will  be  reexam-
ined at each annual meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, ac-
cording to the general prin-
ciple that, if the Center bud-
get increases, this threshold 
will  be  proportionally  re-
duced.

3. The  overall  contribution 
coming from for-profit enti-
ties  should  in  principle  not 
exceed  1/3  of  the  overall 
budget of the Center in that 
year.

4. If  the  aforementioned 
thresholds  are  to  be  ex-
ceeded,  the  case  will  be 
brought to the attention of 
the Board of Trustees which 
will  issue  a  binding  recom-
mendation to be included in 
the Annual Report.

5. In any case, the relationship 
with  for-profit  funders  will 
explicitly  provide  that  the 
Nexa Center accepts to un-
dertake  a  certain  research 
activity  based  only  on  the 
scientific  method  and  with-
out being constrained by any 

previous indication or direc-
tive from the funder (e.g., in 
terms  of  expected  deliver-
ables and research products, 
apart  from agreeing  on  the 
definition of the field of re-
search  and  organizational 
details).

6. Consultancy and similar  ac-
tivities  involving  more  spe-
cific  directives  from a third 
party, if  undertaken, will  be 
clearly labeled as such.

7. Any  changes  to  these  poli-
cies  will  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.

Structured  and  yearly  up-
dated  information  about  the 
funding  received  by  the  Nexa 
Center  is  available  at 
http://github.com/nexacenter/fun
ding. 

Regarding  the  reporting  pe-
riod, the funding guidelines have 
been  respected  as  far  as  point 
2.–5. above are concerned. Point 
1  will  be  acted  upon  after  the 
2013  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Regarding  point  2., 
funding  from  a  single  for-profit 
entity (coming from Google Inc. 
and  Telecom)  remained  below 
the  15%  cap  (implying  a  maxi-
mum funding  of  about  €58,800 
in 2013). The same goes for the 
criteria expressed at point 3. 

Considering  current  estima-
tions of the 2014 budget, criteria 
at points 2 and 3 will be fulfilled 
also  in  the  next  reporting  pe-
riod.
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Funding coming from
for-profit entities

% of 2013 budget

(absolute value)

% of 2014 budget

(absolute value)

Google 9.66% 2.56%

Google Italy s.r.l., Corso Europa 2 20122 
Milan (25,400 €) (2,700 €)

Google Inc., 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway 
Mountain View, CA USA (12,500 €) (8,700 €)

Telecom Italia 1.37% 11.02 %

Telecom Italia S.p.A., Piazza degli Affari n. 
2, 20123 Milano (5,400 €) (49,200 €)

5T 1.45 %

5T Srl, Via Bertola 34, 10122 Torino (9,000 €)

Cosvifor Srl 0,22 %

Cosvifor Srl,Via XX Settembre 17,Torino (1,000 €)

Total from for-profit entities 11.03% 15.82%

Table 3: Funding coming from for-profit entities

_____________________________________________

8.1.2 Exploring new funding models
In the previous reporting pe-

riod, the  Nexa  Center  started 
exploring  innovative  forms  of 
funding. During 2013, the feasib-
lity for running a crowdfunding 
pilot at Politecnico di Torino, to 
be  coordinated  by  the  Nexa 
Center, has  been  positively  as-
sessed from technical and admin-
istrative point of view. The initia-
tive would have the aim to sup-
port  a specific  research activity 
via  crowdfunding, and to derive 
lessons  learned  on  methodolo-

gies  and  obstacles.  The  Nexa 
Center  is  seeking  full  institu-
tional  support, since  this  initia-
tive  would  be  the  first  crowd-
funding pilot applied to research 
run at Politecnico di Torino. As of 
May  2014, the  Nexa  Center  is 
also  looking  for  small  financial 
support to launch the pilot initia-
tive.

However, a  specific  applica-
tion  of  crowdfunding  is  under 
scrutiny  for  Creative  Com-

mons  Italia, trivially, with  the 
aim to  enable  donation  via  the 
PayPal circuit. 

Although no decision on the 
creation of an external associa-
tion supporting the Nexa Cen-
ter was taken, this opportunity is 
still  conceived  as  an  option  to 
enrich  our  range  of  activities, 
and  be  able  to  attract  further 
forms of funding. 

_____________________________________________

8.2 Organizational aspects
During the reporting period, 

no major changes have been ap-
plied to the organizational struc-
ture of the Nexa Center.  How-

ever, internal  procedures  were 
consolidated;  some  staff  mem-
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bers completed (or started) PhD 
cycles; and the number of intern-
ships, all  of  which gave positive 
results, was increased from last 
year. 

Several  Nexa staff  members, 
such as Giuseppe Futia and Clau-
dio  Artusio,  increased  their 
project management skills, by 
directly  coordinating  complex 
projects  (i.e., involving  different 
sets of stakeholders).

Moreover, during the report-
ing period, relationships between 
the  Nexa  staff  and  the  Nexa 
Fellows were tightnened, by in-
voving  the  latter  in  several  im-
portant projects, such as the one 
focusing on legal aspects of ser-
vice  robotics  (p.  38)  and  open 
data in the Italian Parliament (p. 
14), as  well  as  in  drafting  the 
Nexa participation in important 
public consultations (p. 27).

In March, Simone Basso suc-
cessfully  defended  his  PhD dis-
sertation  focusing  on  network 
measurements  and  Neubot-re-
lated work (p. 30). This achieve-
ment will arguably allow him to 
devote more effort in coordinat-

ing the development work at the 
Nexa Center, as well as to gain 
further advancements in his re-
search  activity.  Also,  Raimondo 
Iemma enrolled in the PhD pro-
gram  in  “Management, Produc-
tion and  Design” at  Politecnico 
di Torino, with a research project 
on smart disclosure of consump-
tion data, and its impact on con-
sumer behavior, and competition.

 

In order to facilitate interac-
tions with possible future appli-
cants, we created and promoted 
a  page 
(http://nexa.polito.it/know-
about-you)  allowing  interested 
parties to share their profile, and 
be updated about future official 
calls for researchers.

Several  interns collaborated 
with the Nexa Center during the 
reporting period. We are partic-

ularly glad for this achievement, 
both  because  it  testifies  an  in-
creased ability of the Center in 
managing  skilled  personnel, and 
because  the  results  of  the  in-
ternships were surely worth the 
effort.  Fiorenza  Oppici  devel-
oped  the  #socialUniversity 
project (p. 19) for her MSc dis-
sertation;  Alessandro Quaranta 
contributed  to  the  Neubot  de-
velopment  for  Android; Alessio 
Melandri  supported  Simone 
Basso by providing tools for the 
automatized evaluation of the as-
signments by the students of the 
Digital  Revolution  course;  Si-
mone Causo is working on a se-
mantic description of the inter-
sts and research areas tackled by 
Nexa fellows and trustees, high-
lighting  links  between  them. Fi-
nally, Lorenzo Canova drafted a 
Msc  dissertation  on  open  data 
quality, focusing his empirical re-
search on quality of the 'Open-
Coesione'  datasets  (document-
ing  the  use  of  EU  structural 
funds in Italy), and the data to be 
published by Italian public admin-
istrations under the recently is-
sued Italian “Transparency” legis-
lation.

_____________________________________________

8.3 New Trustees
During the reporting period, 

three  new  Trustees  joined  the 
Nexa Center for Internet & So-
ciety, further enriching the com-
position our  Board of  Trustees. 
We  shortly  present  them  in 
chronological order of affiliation.

Luciano Floridi  (http://nex-
a.polito.it/people/lforidi/), Profes-
sor of  Philosophy and Ethics  of 
Information,  University  of  Ox-
ford;  Senior  Research  Fellow, 
Oxford Internet Institute; Fellow 
by Special Election, St Cross Col-
lege; Distinguished Research Fel-

low, Uehiro Centre for Practical 
Ethics;  Research  Associate  and 
Fellow in Information Policy, De-
partment of Computer Science; 
Member, Faculty  of  Philosophy, 
and  Adjunct  Professor  ("Distin-
guished  Scholar  in  Residence"), 
Department  of  Economics, 
American University, Washington 
D.C. Floridi’s  research concerns 
primarily the Philosophy of Infor-
mation,  Information  and  Com-
puter Ethics, and the Philosophy 
of  Technology.  Other  research 
interests  include  Epistemology, 
Philosophy of Logic, and the His-

tory  and  Philosophy  of  Scepti-
cism. He  has  published  over  a 
150  papers  in  these  areas,  in 
many  anthologies  and  peer-re-
viewed journals.

Maria  Chiara  Pievatolo 
(http://nexa.polito.it/people/mcpi
evatolo/), associate professor of 
political  philosophy  in  the  De-
partment of Political Sciences at 
the  University  of  Pisa. She  has 
been  theorizing  and  practicing 
the open access publishing in the 
field of humanities since the 90s 
of the last century, first as politi-

61

http://nexa.polito.it/people/mcpievatolo/
http://nexa.polito.it/people/mcpievatolo/
http://nexa.polito.it/people/mcpievatolo/
http://nexa.polito.it/people/lforidi/
http://nexa.polito.it/people/lforidi/
http://nexa.polito.it/people/lforidi/
http://nexa.polito.it/know-about-you
http://nexa.polito.it/know-about-you


Board of Trustees
 – June 28, 2014

cal philosophy editor of the Sito 
Web  Italiano  per  la  Filosofia 
(SWIF)  founded  by  Luciano 
Floridi, and then as curator and 

founder of the "Bollettino telem-
atico di filosofia politica", of the 
"Giuliano Marini" Archive, and of 
the book series Methexis. She is 

also a member of the open ac-
cess  Crui  committee,  by  per-
sonal  appointment  of  its  presi-
dent. 

_____________________________________________

8.4 Fellowships 2014 and Faculty Associates
A list of the current Fellows of the Center in available at page 80 ff. of this Report.

Since  its  creation, the  Nexa 
Center  took  advantage  of  the 
cooperation of a group of more 
or less strictly connected fellows, 
who provided countless insights 
and  enriched  the  knowledge-
sharing activity of the Nexa Cen-
ter. The  explicit  model  for  this 
kind of interaction was the net-
work of fellows of the Berkman 
Center for Internet & Society at 
Harvard  University,  obviously 
with several adaptations and on 
a smaller scale.

While  the  Fellows  of  the 
Nexa Center typically contribute 
pro bono to the activities of the 
center, some of  them, the  “Re-
search  Fellows”, perform  a  re-
search specifically  for  the Nexa 
Center  as  a  Ph.D. Student  or 
with some kind of research grant 
(e.g., as  “assegnisti  di  ricerca”). 
“Faculty  Fellows”  are  tenured 
professors of the Politecnico di 
Torino  or  of  the  Università  di 
Torino, which  are  the  two uni-
versities  forming  the  academic 
constituency of  the  Nexa Cen-
ter. Since 2013, the Nexa Center 
created the position of “Faculty 

Associate”, i.e., scholars and lec-
turers  whose  field  of  research 
covers topics of interest for the 
Nexa Center. 

Formally  becoming  a  Fellow 
of the Nexa Center implies the 
membership in a closed mailing-
list  devoted to the Fellows, the 
possibility of taking part to inter-
nal  “closed-doors”  meetings  at 
the Center (for  instance, brain-
storming  sessions, but  also  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees)  and,  of  course,  the 
possibility of publicly using the ti-
tle of Fellow of the Nexa Center 
for Internet & Society, and of ap-
pearing as  such on the website 
of the Nexa Center. On top of 
that, depending on their research 
proposals, fellows may receive a 
limited amount of financial  sup-
port (defined on a case by case 
basis)  and  reimbursement  for 
travel  and  similar  expenses  re-
lated to their approved projects 
related to the Center.

During  the  month  of  June, 
the  Nexa  Center  will  also  an-
nounce its Fellows for the next 

academic  year  (2014/2015). All 
the current Fellows (as listed at 
p.  80 ff. of  this  report)  will  be 
confirmed  and  five  new fellows 
will be added:

Fabio Chiusi is  a  freelance 
journalist  and blogger. He holds 
two  degrees  (Economics  and 
Philosophy) in Udine and Milan, 
and a master's degree in Philoso-
phy  of  Science  at  the  London 
School of Economics. After some 
experiences  as  an  academic re-
searcher, he set  up the blog  il-
Nichilista (http://ilnichilista.word-
press.com/).  He  collaborates 
with  the  Italian  magazine 
"l'Espresso", on  politics  and  In-
ternet freedom of expression.

Massimo  Durante  is  Re-
searcher in Philosophy of Law at 
the  Department  of  Law  of  the 
University  of  Turin. He  holds  a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy of Law, De-
partment  of  Law, University  of 
Turin, and a Ph.D. in History of 
Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy, 
University of Paris IV Sorbonne.

_____________________________________________

8.5 Alliances and Cooperations
During  the  report  period, 

collborations with with local ac-
tors,  e.g.,  Istituto  Superiore 
Mario  Boella,  were  achieved 
both  within  European  projects, 
such as Open-DAI (p. 12) 

Moreover, the  Nexa  Center 

reinforced its international  rela-
tions. On  top  of  various  Euro-
pean proposals, involving histori-
cal and new partners (which are 
described in § 6. Project Propos-
als, p. 45), the following two sec-
tions detail two global initiatives 

involving  (or  even  co-founded 
by) Nexa.

Moreover, the  Nexa  Center 
is  an  associate  partner  of  the 
Last-JD Joint International  Doc-
toral (Ph.D.) Degree in Law, Sci-
ence and Technology.
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_____________________________________________

8.5.1 The global Network of Internet & Society Centers
Since  late  2012,  the  Nexa 

Center  is  amongst  the  eight 
founding  members  of  the  Net-
work  of  Interdisciplinary  Inter-
net & Society Research Centers 
(NoC).

The  NoC is  a  collaborative 
initiative among academic institu-
tions with a focus on interdisci-
plinary research and a strong at-
tention to the social impact and 
policy  implications  of  their  re-
search agenda.

During the reporting period, 
the Nexa Center was involved in 
several  NoC activities, as mem-
ber of the Steering Committe. In 
particular, the roadmap and guid-
ing principles for the NoC were 

discussed, with the aim to set up 
common  practices  for  knowl-
edge  exchange  amongst  the 
NoC members (such as learning 
calls,  workshops  and 
conference), and  joint  research 
threads, focusing on interdiscipli-
nary topics  such as the role of 
online intermediaries, and Inter-
net governance. 

As  far  as  public  events  are 
concerned, Juan Carlos De Mar-
tin  participate  in  an  internal 
meeting in Rio de Janeiro in early 
August, and in the NoC regional 
event “Chances and Risks of So-
cial  Participation”, organized  by 
the Alexander von Humboldt In-
stitute for Internet & Society in 

November. 

During the reporting period, 
several  means  of  interaction 
were set up by the NoC, such as 
dedicated  mailing  lists  to  inter-
cept common research interests 
and funding opportunities. 

The involvement of the Nexa 
Center as future coordinator of 
the Network of Internet & Soci-
ety  Centers  was  furthermore 
defined. The  handover  is  fore-
seen  for  September  2014. The 
coordinating  role  of  the  Nexa 
Center  should  cover  a  2-years 
period. As a further likley oppor-
tunty, the  2014  Nexa  Confer-
ence should be configured as  a 
NoC Regional Event.

_____________________________________________

8.5.2 Global Network Initiative
In  March  2013,  the  Nexa 

Center  for  Internet  &  Society 
joined the Global  Network Ini-
tiative as the first Italian partici-
pant in this NGO.

GNI  champions  fundamental 
human rights online, with a focus 
on  privacy  and  freedom of  ex-
pression. GNI includes civil soci-
ety  and  academic  participants, 
but  also  investors  and  several 
major  ICT  companies  (such  as 

Google,  Microsoft,  Yahoo!  or 
Facebook), with the aim of pro-
viding  them  with  a  standard 
framework  to  deal  with  funda-
mental rights online, ensuring ac-
countability and enabling oppor-
tunities  for  policy  engagement 
and shared learning across stake-
holders.

GNI  Executive  Director  Su-
san Morgan welcomed the Nexa 
Center as “a critical source of in-

terdisciplinary  research,  in-
formed by expertise in technol-
ogy, law, and  economics, on In-
ternet  policy  from  a  European 
perspective.” During the report-
ing period, on top of participat-
ing in various periodic “learning 
calls”,  the  Nexa  Center  took 
part in the GNI Learning Forum 
in  Brussels, held  on  November 
13-14, 2013 (including joint activ-
ities with Telecom Industry Dia-
logue).

_____________________________________________
8.5.3 Communia: the International Association on the Public Domain

The Communia International 
Association  for  the  promotion 
of the digital public domain was 
co-funded  by  the  Nexa  Center 
and is built on the work of the 
Communia  European  Thematic 
Network that the Nexa Center 
designed and led. Since October 
2012, the Communia Association 
is also a WIPO observer.

During the reporting period, 
the  discussion  going  on  within 
Communia  complemented  sev-
eral similar research and support 
efforts within the Nexa Center. 
For  instance,  Communia  an-
swered  to  public  consultations 
on topic such as the forthcoming 
European  guidelines  for  the re-
use of public sector information 

(Nov. 2013)  , or  the  review  of 
the  EU  copyright  rules  (Mar. 
2014) , to which Nexa also an-
swered  with  similar  arguments. 
Moreover, the  association hosts 
a series of very informative blog 
posts  at  http://www.communia-
association.org/.
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8.6 Visitors at the Nexa Center and Nexa Researchers Abroad
As in the previous reporting 

period, during the Fall and Win-
ter 2013, Juan Carlos De Martin 
spent  some  weeks  at  Harvard 
University  as  Berkman  Center 
faculty fellow.

In the context of the mobility 
program of  the  EINS Network, 
Nexa faculty fellow and director 
of privacy Alessandro Mantelero 
is spending some months as vis-
iting fellow at the Oxford Inter-
net Institute in the UK (as he did 
in the Spring of 2013).

Flavio  Giobergia, one of  the 
best  students  of  the  2013  edi-
tion of  the  Rivoluzione Digitale 
course (p. 53), is going to spend 
10 weeks at the Berkman Cen-
ter  at  Harvard  University  as  a 

Summer Intern (as Maria Serena 
Ciaburri did in the previous re-
porting period).

During the reporting period, 
we  did  not  host  foreign  junior 
researchers,  but  several  Italian 
interns spent some time at the 
Center, as described  above, in § 
8.2  Organizational  aspects (p. 
60). 

In  June  2013, prof. Brett  M. 
Frischmann  (Yeshiva  University, 
USA, and a Nexa Trustee) spent 
a week visiting the Nexa Center 
and gave a Ph.D.  course on the 
“Law  and  economics  of  shared 
infrastructure”.

The Nexa Center also co-or-
ganized  and/or  supported  the 

participation  of  international 
scholars in various events hosted 
at the Politecnico di Torino, e.g., 
prof.  Luciano  Floridi  (Oxford 
University Institute, and a Nexa 
Trustee) in a seminar on Com-
puter  Ethics  co-organized  with 
AICA, the Italian Association for 
computer  science  and  distrib-
uted computing, and prof. Stuart 
Shieber  (Harvard  University)  in 
the seminar “Open access: prior-
ities,  obstacles,  and  opportuni-
ties”, co-organized with the Po-
litecnico library (p. 23).

Finally, with  the  support  of 
the EINS mobility program, Nexa 
fellow Elena Pavan spent a week 
at the Nexa Center and is going 
to visit us again during 2014.

_____________________________________________

8.7 Outlook
In the next reporting period 

we expect that the activities of 
the Network of Internet & Soci-
ety Centers will  arguably accel-
erate  and  the  Nexa  Center  is 
strongly committed to be its co-
ordinator,  with  interesting  op-
portunities in terms of joint re-
search, networking, and mobility.

On the merit of the joint ac-
tivities to be performed, a series 
of  Internet  Governance  related 
case studies, conducted by vari-
ous centers on similar templates, 
is worth mentioning.

We also expect that the next 
few months will offer the occa-
sion  to  get  more  directly  in-
volved in the activities of GNI.

Several  new mobility  oppor-
tunities might arise, especially in 
the context of the  Network of 
Internet & Society Centers, and 
the related handover in its coor-
dination. E.g., as part of his PhD 
program, Raimondo  Iemma  will 
be  spending  three  months 
abroad, and  the  Alexander  von 
Humboldt  Institute  for  Internet 
and Society at the Berlin Univer-
sity  arguably  represents 

(amongst  others)  an  interesting 
destination.

At the same time, the Nexa 
Center intends to continue host-
ing scholars from other universi-
ties as research centers, as well 
as interns. 

Finally, as far as local funding 
is concerned, the Nexa Center is 
currently  re-negotiating its  rela-
tionship with the Piemonte Re-
gion  (the  former  one  having 
reached  its  contractual  end  in 
2013).
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9. OUTREACH

This  section summarizes  the activities  of   the Nexa Center aimed at   increasing awareness  
about the Center and its main fields of research. Notice that some projectspecific activities of  
this nature are described in previous sections..
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9.1 Introduction
During the reporting period, 

our communication strategy has 
been fine-tuned, devoting efforts 
to  customize  it  on  Nexa  re-
search projects

In the context of Open Data, 
for  instance, the  Nexa  Center 
organized  an  hackathon  (p.  12) 
to  engage  developers  and  en-
trepreneurs,  as  well  as  Open 
Data  seminars  during  both  the 
“Nexa  Wednesdays”  and  the 
“Nexa  Lunch  Seminars”.  The 
Center also contributed to sev-
eral initiatives such as the “Inter-
national  Open  Data  Day  Italia 
2014”.

Another  example  concerns 
the outreach activities related to 
the Neubot project (p. 30). In ad-
dition  to  dissemination  through 
the  Neubot  website, the  social 
networks, and the research con-
ferences, in the month of Febru-
ary, 2014 we presented Neubot 
in a poster session addressed to 

high-qualified 
students of “Alta 
Scuola  Politec-
nica”, a joint ven-
ture between Po-
litecnico  di  Milano  and  Politec-
nico di Torino, devoted to devel-
oping students'  skills in a multi-
disciplinary  environment. In  the 
second  half  of  2013  we  also 
started  to  develop  NeuViz 
Neubot  Visualizer), a  data  pro-
cessing  and  visualization  archi-
tecture  for  network  measure-
ment  experiments.  This  tool 
represents a contribution at re-
search level, but also a potential 
way, for all interested stakehold-
ers, to easily access and explore 
Neubot data.

In general, Nexa Center web-
site  project  pages  were  re-
designed  to  include  dynamically 
generated content from various 
related  sources  (publications, 
Twitter, RSS  newsfeed, GitHub, 
and Facebook).

Outreach activities have been 
developed not only vertically on 
individual projects, but also hori-
zontally  exploring  diverse  com-
munication channels. During the 
2014  we  increased  the  use  of 
our  YouTube  channel  publishing 
videos of the presentations given 
during  the  “Nexa  Wednesdays” 
and “Nexa Lunch Seminars”. 

Among  the  most  important 
meetings  we  like  to  mention 
“The  Onlife  Manifesto”  with 
Prof. Luciano  Floridi, the  Com-
puter  Ethics  seminar  organized 
with AICA, Italian Association for 
computer  science  and  distrib-
uted computing, and the seminar 
“Open  access: priorities, obsta-
cles, and  opportunities”  (p.  23), 
with  Prof. Stuart  Shieber  (Har-
vard University).

_____________________________________________

9.2 Nexa 4th Annual Conference: Internet & Democracy
eDemocracy, public engagement, eGovernment and civic media.  

On  November  30th,  2013, 
the 4th yearly Nexa Conference 
on Internet & Society took place 
at  the  University  of  Turin. The 
Conference  focused  on  the  In-
ternet  &  Democracy  topic  and 
gathered more than 100 people, 
including researchers, profession-
als and other experts. The Con-
ference  has  been  extensively 
communicated through the web-
site, the mailing-lists and the so-
cial media channels of the Nexa 
Center  and  in  close  collabora-
tion  with  the  Communications 
Department of the University of 
Turin. In addition to the confer-
ence  sessions,  an  exhibition 
space  was  set  up  to  expose 

posters  related 
to  projects  car-
ried  out  by  the 
Nexa Center. 

The  confer-
ence  was  broadcasted  live  on 
the website of the University of 
Turin  and  supported  by  a  live 
tweeting  (using  the  hashtag 
#nexa2013).

One  of  the  most  important 
session  of  the  Conference  in-
volved  Prof.  Peppino  Ortoleva 
and  Prof. Francesco  Pizzetti  of 
the University of Turin.

The final session of the  con-
ference was, as usual, devoted to 
discussing  the state of  Creative 
Commons  in  Italy  in  2013, de-
scribing the new 4.0 licenses to 
the audience (p. 22,  or www.cre-
ativecommons.it/CCIT2013). 
This session represented also an 
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occasion for discussing with mu-
sicians and artists on specific is-

sues  related  to  the  Creative 
Commons licenses. 

_____________________________________________

9.3 Computer Ethics: social and ethical aspects of the digital revolution
Coorganized with AICA, and involving several Nexaaffiliated speakers

The  Seminar  “Computer 
Ethics: social and ethical as-
pects  of  the  digital  revolu-
tion” took place on November 
18, 2013 at Politecnico di Torino 
and aimed to explore computer 
ethics, involving international ex-
perts in the discussion. The Sem-
inar  was  co-organized  by  the 
Nexa Center and  AICA - “Asso-
ciazione italiana per l'informatica 
ed  il  Calcolo  Automatico”. The 
Seminar  intended  to  bring  to-
gether  several  international  ex-
perts  to  explore  computer 
ethics by addressing the follow-
ing questions: what is the role of 
academic  institutions?  How  to 
prepare  new  generations  of 
computer  scientists  to  address 
key  ethical  dilemmas?  What  is 
the role of the computer profes-

sional  associations  in  this  re-
spect?  How  does  “computer 
ethics”  evolve  within  the  infor-
mation revolution? 

Introduce by Juan Carlos De 
Martin  (Nexa  co-director), the 
Seminar  encompassed  keynote 
speeches by  Simon Rogerson 
(De Montfort University) - “Par-
ticipative Learning delivers Com-
puter Ethics: how to prepare fu-
ture  computer  professionals”, 

Declan Brady  (Council  of Eu-
ropean  Professional  Informatics 
Societies)  -  “Ethics:  IT  Profes-
sional pillar or pillory?”, and Lu-
ciano Floridi (Oxford  Univer-
sity, Nexa  Trustee)  -  “Informa-
tion, Justice, and  Tolerance: The 
Unstable Triangle”.

The following round table in-
volved scholars from several dis-
ciplines, including  Angelo  Raf-
faele Meo (Nexa Trustee), Ugo 
Pagallo (Universty of Turin, and 
Nexa Faculty Fellow), and  Mas-
simo Durante (new Nexa Fel-
low for A.A. 2014 / 2015).

 All videos and slide presenta-
tions are available at: http://nex-
a.polito.it/2013-aica-computer-
ethics.

_____________________________________________

9.4 Nexa Wednesdays
An established tradition of continuing innovation and exchange of opinions!

The  monthly  meetings  open 
to  the  public  called  “Nexa 
Wednesdays” became a usual ap-
pointment for the Nexa Center 
fellows  and  friends  since  Sep-
tember 2008. At the time of fi-
nalizing  this  report, sixty-three 
Nexa  Wednesdays  have  taken 
place. The meetings are held on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  each 
month, from 18:00 to 20:00, and 
they are available in live stream-
ing  at: http://nexa.polito.it/up-
coming-events. Videos of presen-
tations  are  available  at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/
NexaCenter. During  the  meet-
ings, the audience following the 
live  streaming  can  join  the  dis-

cussion  via  Twitter. The  tweets 
are shown on a side screen. At-
tendance  at  Nexa  Wednesdays 
as a rule exceeds 20 and some-
times  30  participants  (thus, at-
tendance frequently almost satu-
rates the physical capacity of the 
Center's meeting room).

In order to promote an inter-
disciplinary exchange on the In-
ternet & Society field, also intro-
ducing new people to the discus-
sion, guests  of  the  meeting  are 
encouraged to use a simple lan-
guage,  avoiding  unnecessary 
technicalities. You can find a list 
of  all  the  Nexa  Wednesdays at 
http://nexa.polito.it/mercoledi.

This  is  a  short  summary  of 
Nexa  Wednesdays  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  last  re-
porting period:

54th Nexa  Wednesday  – 
The  digital  makers  revolu-
tion:  June 12, 2013; guest:  Da-
vide Gomba. 

55th Nexa  Wednesday  – 
#FacebookPA  2013, presen-
tation of the 2013 report on 
the use of Facebook in local 
Pas:  July 10, 2013; guests:  Gio-
vanni  Arata  and  Luca 
Zanelli.  

56th Nexa  Wednesday  - 
Towards a third paradigm of 
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innovation  and  creativity? 
September  11,  2013;  guest: 
Marco Ricolfi.

57th Nexa  Wednesday  - 
Data  Science: data, models, 
decisions:  October  9,  2013; 
guest: Ciro Cattuto.

58th Nexa  Wednesday  - 
Rebuild  our  "digital  body": 
the  role  of  infomediaries: 
November  13,  2013;  guests: 
Alessandro  Mantelero, 
Marco  Ciurcina, Luigi  Artu-
sio and Corrado Moiso.

59th Nexa  Wednesday  - 
The copyright in the Digital 

Single  Market  of  the  Euro-
pean  Union:  December  11, 
2013; guest:  Giuseppe  Mazz-
iotti.

60th Nexa  Wednesday  - 
Online  Participation  and 
Government: Reflections  on 
the past  24 months and an 
analysis  model:  January  8, 
2014; guests: Donatella Solda, 
Damien Lanfrey. 

61st Nexa  Wednesday  - 
The  challenges  of 
“GuarDroni”:  civil  robotics 
between  privacy  and  secu-
rity:  February  12, 2014; guest: 
Ugo Pagallo.

62nd Nexa  Wednesday  - 
Living  Labs:  methodology, 
results  and  experiences  in 
Piedmont,   March  12,  2014; 
guest: Sergio Duretti.

63rd Nexa  Wednesday  - 
The  digital  uncounscious  in 
the political message of the 
Five Star Movement: April 9, 
2014; guests:  Simone  Natale, 
Peppino  Ortoleva,  Christo-
pher Cepernich.

64th Nexa  Wednesday  – 
WikiData:  from  encyclope-
dia to data: May 14, 2014; guest: 
Lorenzo Losa.

9.5 Nexa Lunch Seminars
Since  May  2012, the  Nexa 

Center  organises  a  series  of 
meetings  entitled  “Nexa  Lunch 
Seminar”  held  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday of  the month, from 
13.00 to 14.00. As in the case of 
Nexa Wednesdays, it is possible 
to  follow  all  the  meetings  live 
over  the  Internet  by  streaming 
video  at:  http://nexa.polito.it/up-
coming-events. Audience interac-
tions and dissemination are dealt 
in the same way as for the Nexa 
Wednesdays  A list of the Nexa 
Lunch  Seminars  is  available  at 
http://nexa.polito.it/lunch-semi-
nars. This is a short summary of 
Nexa Lunch Seminars that have 
taken  place  during  the  last  re-
porting period: 

11th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  Twitter  and  the  under-
ground economy of fake pro-
files: May 22, 2013; guests: An-
drea Stroppa and Carlo De 
Micheli.

12th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
–  Challenges and opportuni-
ties of scientific and cultural 
crowdfunding:  June  26, 2013; 

guest: Alessandro Bollettinari

13th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
- Brainstorming and applica-
tions  on  Pas  data:  July  24, 
2013; guest: Luca Gioppo.

14th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  Open  Data  Hackathon: 
presentation  of  hacking  re-
sults on PAs data: September 
25, 2013; guests:  participants 
to the hackathon. 

15th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
– E-government projects be-
tween territory and techno-
logical  innovation: the  case 
of the City of Cirie':

October 23, 2013; guests: N. 
Cheyret, F. Forina, A. Francia 
(graduating  students  with 
Prof. Alessandro Mantelero).

16th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
- Parametric urban design as 
innovation for city of tomor-
row: November 27, 2013; guests: 
Andrea Galli  and Carlo Os-
torero.

17th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  Open  public  budgets:  an 
opportunity  for  govern-
ments  and  citizens:  January 
22, 2014; guest: Aline Pennisi.

18th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
- The state of the art of the 
Italian  Linked  Open  Data: 
February  26,  2014;  guests: 
Michele  Barbera  and Diego 
Camarda.

19th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  SocialUniversity: how Ital-
ian  universities  communi-
cate  through  social  media? 
March 26, 2014; guest: Fiorenza 
Oppici.

20th Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  Cryptocurrency,  technol-
ogy  issues  and policy  impli-
cations : April 23, 2014; guests: 
Flavio Giobergia  and Marco 
Ciurcina.

21st Nexa Lunch Seminar 
-  Ooni: a framework for the 
measurement  of  Internet 
censorship: May, 28; guest: Ar-
turo Filastò. 
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9.6 Other Meetings
Several other public meetings 

were  organized  during  the  re-
porting period, and are hereafter 
shortly described: 

The Onlife Manifesto, with 
Prof.  Luciano  Floridi  (Oxford 
Internet Institute): May 24, 2013.

Open Data Hackathon in 
Torino  and  Alessandria. The 
participants were invited to cre-
ate  applications  and  visualiza-
tions based on Piedmont Open 
Data: July 27, 2013.

The  changes  of  adminis-
trative transparency: institu-

tions,  opportunities  and 
risks of the new public data 
regime, with Benedetto Ponti 
(administrative  law  researcher), 
October 16, 2013. 

Open  access:  priorities, 
obstacles, and opportunities, 
co-organized  with  the  Libraries 
and Museum Area of the Politec-
nico di Torino  with Prof. Stuart 
Shieber (Harvard  University), 
January 30, 2014.

Peace: the result of a rela-
tionship,  co-organized  with 
Prof. Roberto Tadei, Department 
of Control and Computer Engi-

neering  (Politecnico  di  Torino), 
March 7, 2014.

Public  Domain  Celebra-
tions 2014, organized by the Li-
braries and Museum Area of the 
Politecnico  di  Torino  with  the 
support  of  the  Nexa  Center, 
March 27, 2014. 

The women body and the 
Internet: the tools to under-
stand  the  language  of  the 
Web,  with  Lorella  Zanardo, 
activist  e  and  co-author  of  “Il 
Corpo delle  Donne”  documen-
tary.  

_____________________________________________

9.7  Website
After  the complete  redesign 

of of the Nexa Center's website 
(http://nexa.polito.it/) deployed 

at  the  end  of  2011  and  some 
changes  in 2012 ( e.g. http://nex-
a.polito.it/newsroom),  in  2013 
major changes were made to im-
prove the user's browsing expe-
rience and the richness of the in-
formation  provided  (particularly 
in the project section http://nex-
a.polito.it/research).  Moreover 
the  technological  platform  was 
upgraded  to  Drupal  7. During 
the  reporting  period  (Figure  2) 
the website:

– collected  a  significant  amount 
of  traffic: about  24,000  visits 
from 16,500 different visitors. 
Since the previous report the 

site experienced a   slight  de-
crease  in  visits  (about  26,000 
visits  the previous year – all 

data  collected  in  may  2014 
from  Google  analytics).  It  is 
worth  noting  that  in  2012  - 
2013 our website had two ex-
ceptional  peaks  in  popularity 
due to the co-organization of 
the  Italian  Internet  Gover-
nance Forum and the publica-
tion  of  the  italian  version  of 
“How  the  Internet  Works” 
http://nexa.polito.it/annuncio-
pubblicazione-edri; 

– has been extensively linked on 
the Web. According to Google 
web-master  tools,   857  do-
mains  contain  links  to  the 
Nexa Center's website (about 

700 the previous year). During 
the reporting period the web-
site  obtained  a  good  interna-

tional exposure: if 84% of traf-
fic  came from Italy, about  4% 
came from the US, about  2% 
from  the  UK  and  about  1% 
each  from France,  Germany, 
Spain, Belgium,  and  Switzer-
land.

The first graph (Figure 1) depicts 
the  Nexa  website  page-views 
from  October  2010  (beginning 
of measurements) up to now as 
registered  by  Google  Analytics. 
The  peaks  are  in  conjunction 
with the annual conferences.

The second graph, relevant to 
the reporting  period, (Figure 2) 
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shows  a  peak  in  November 
2013, during  the  AICA seminar 
in computer ethics and the Nexa 
Annual Conference, exploring in 
detail  the statistics  provided by 
Google  Analytics, we  observed 
that  pages  with  multiple  views 
are  those of  the   events  orga-
nized by the Center. Besides the 
already mentioned Nexa Annual 
Conference and computer ethics 

seminar, the  lunch  seminar  on 
the  state  of  the  art  of  Linked 
Open Data in Italy and the meet-
ing  with  Lorella  Zanardo  have 
obtained  interesting  results. 
Some pages are characterized by 
a number of views that remains 
almost constant over time, such 
as the publication relating to the 
Babbage's  Analytical  Engine, 
translated into Italian and French 

by the mathematician Luigi Fed-
erico  Menabrea.   .  The  pages 
“People”,  “About”,  and  “Re-
search”  are  ranked  among  the 
top  6  most  visited  pages  be-
tween the months  of  April  and 
May  2014.  This  result  reveals 
that users are really interested in 
understanding  the  activities  and 
organizational  structure  of  the 
Center.

9.8 Media Exposure
Traditional  newspapers  and 

magazines, such as “La Stampa”, 
“La Repubblica”, “Il Sole 24 Ore”, 
“Internazionale”  and  “Il  Venerdì 
di Repubblica” spread the Nexa 
Center's  press  releases  and 
news related to the center. “La 
Stampa” newspaper dedicated an 
entire page to #socialUniversity, 
a  research  on  the  activities  of 
Italian universities on social me-
dia. The co-directors of the Nexa 
Center  gave  various  interviews 
to  newspapers  and  radios  (Rai 
Radio  3, Radio  24), both  tradi-
tional  and online. Regarding the 
foreign  press,  Andrea  Stroppa, 
young  ethical  hacker, wrote  an 
article entitled “What We Might 
Not  Want  to  Know About  the 

Current  and  Future  Web”  for 
The  World  Post  (a  partnership 
of  the  Huffington  Post  and the 
Berggruen  Institute  on  gover-
nance). In the article he cited his 
research on Twitter fake follow-
ers presented at  the  11th Nexa 
Lunch Seminar.

The  Nexa  Center  fellows 
were also  often  interviewed by 
Italian media: Federico Morando 
provided some insights on Open 
Data and  Creative Commons li-
censes  during  some  interviews 
to  “Nòva24” (“Il Sole 24 Ore”). 
Some of the fellows are contrib-
utors in blogs and online news-
papers, addressing issues related 
to many research topics  of  the 

center. For  example, the lawyer 
Carlo  Blengino  is  blogger at  “Il 
Post”, one of the most important 
online magazines in Italy. 

The  co-director  Juan  Carlos 
De Martin continues his collabo-
ration  as  op-ed  contributor  at 
“La Stampa”. Some of the mat-
ters discussed in the editorials of 
prof.  De  Martin  gave  rise  to 
many discussions on social media 
and  Nexa  mailing  list. Many  of 
discussions  that  took  place  in 
the  Nexa  mailing-list  were  also 
taken  into  blogs  of  prominent 
journalists  such as  Fabio Chiusi 
(“Il  Messaggero  Veneto”).  (For 
further  insights,  please  visit 
http://nexa.polito.it/newsroom).

_____________________________________________

9.9 Mailing lists and social media
The Center runs three mailing-lists:

– the  Nexa-Fellows mailing-list 
is a private list connecting the 
core  Nexa  Center  collabora-
tors; it is used for various pur-
poses,  including  confidential 
communications and to coor-
dinate the activities of the fel-

lows  on  specific  projects; the 
list  has  about  39  members 
(Nexa  Center  fellows  and 
staff) and relatively low traffic 
(about 274messages since May 
2013);

– the Nexa mailing-list is used 
to  inform all  the  fellows  and 
friends  of  the  Nexa  Center 
about the events and publica-
tions of the Center, and to cir-
culate  information  regarding 
books, reports and other ma-
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Figure 6: Weekly page-views of the Nexa website during the reporting period
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9. Outreach

terials about “Internet & Soci-
ety” in general; the list is open 
to anybody, upon subscription, 
and all the members can both 
read and post  new messages; 
the  list  has  about  529  mem-
bers  (473  one  year  ago)  and 
collected  almost  1,200  posts 
since May 2013 (in the previ-
ous reporting period;

– the Nexa-Announce mailing-
list is a low traffic list used to 
spread  information  about 
Nexa Center public events and 
publications; it is open to any-
body,  upon  subscription,  in 
read only mode. 

The Center also uses various 
internal  mailing-lists  to  con-

nect the members of the staff 
and/or some sub-sets of them 
working  on  specific  projects. 
The  general  internal  mailing-
list  of the staff  of the Center 
saw  about  2000  posts  since 
May 2011. 

During  the  reporting  period, 
the Center also increased the 
use of social  networks  Face-
book (facebook.com/nexa.-
center) and  Twitter (@nexa-
center). 

– On  Twitter,  the  center  has 
1503 followers (1036 the pre-
vious  year)  while,  the  total 
number of fans on Facebook is 
981  (794  the  previous  year), 
with distribution shown in Fig-

ure 3. 

The  fans  of  the  page  come 
mainly from Italy (759) and the 
US (38), but also from the UK 
(21),  Germany  (17),  France 
(15)  and  other  European  and 
non-European countries.

YouTube Channel: Videos: 140 
•  Created: Feb 6, 2009  • Life-
time  views: 12,361; reporting 
period: about 5500 views for a 
total  of  almost  900   hours 
watched. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the 
growing success in social  me-
dia audience might have caused 
the slight decrease in the web-
site visits.

______________________________________

9.10 Outlook
The  recurring  appointment 

represented  by  the  Nexa 
Wednesdays and Lunch Seminars 
are, by now, an established tradi-
tion.  The  number  of  sporadic 
meetings that take place during 
the year also grew considerably, 
giving a further opportunity for 
dissemination of the contents re-
lated  to  the  activities  and  re-
search areas of the Nexa Center.

We are also considering en-
riching our set of recurrent pub-
lic events with periodical 'hands-
on'  tutorials  (focusing, e.g., on 

the use of open hardware, free 
software, widely used CMS).

This  year  the  videos  of  the 
meetings organized by the Nexa 
Center  are  systematically  pub-
lished on YouTube, increasing the 
chance of  reaching  people  who 
can not attend the meetings.

With  new  graphics,  applied 
gradually to the website project 
pages, and creating new pages, in-
cluding  the  “History”  and  the 
“Partnerships”  pages, the  brand 
of  the  Center  is  further 

strengthening.  During  the  re-
porting period, we developed in-
ternal  communication  plans  ex-
plicitly  taking  into  account  the 
projects  of  the Center, creating 
alternative occasions of dissemi-
nation, such  as  the  Open  Data 
hackathons and the poster  ses-
sions  for  the  students  of  “Alta 
Scuola Politecnica”.

In  the  last  year  overall  the 
outreach tools of the Center ex-
perimented a process of tumul-
tuous  innovations  during  the 
past  reporting  period  and  may 
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need some fine tuning and a con-
solidation  process. This  process 
will  include  the  systematic  re-
view of the website of the Cen-
ter  and  the  provision  of  news 
and  contributions  published  on 
blogs  and  websites  by  Nexa 
trustees  and  fellows  (reported 
on  the  'Nexa  planet'  website 
section). 

Considering  that  the  out-
reach  tools  of  the  Center  as 
such are now quite mature, we 

will  continue  to  develop  the 
communication  strategy  of  the 
Center in an increasingly organic 
way, and we will strengthen the 
use  of  social  networks, whose 
users are in tremendous growth 
in recent years. 

We also plan to explore bet-
ter  Search Engine Optimization 
(SEO)  techniques,  in  order  to 
improve the ranking of the Nexa 
Center  website  on  web  search 
engines. 

Finally, as  already  mentioned 
in p. 63, we are considering orga-
nizing  our  5th  annual  Confer-
ence as a Regional Event of the 
global network of Internet & So-
ciety  Centers, to  maximze  the 
opportunities  of  interaction  on 
topic  of  common  interest  with 
our partners.
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ANNEX I – NEXA PEOPLE

Some pieces of biographical information about the co-directors, staff, trustees and fellows of the 
Center follow.

1.1 Directors
Juan Carlos De Martin - Founder and Co-Director

See dedicated box at page 5 of the Summary section above. 

Marco Ricolfi - Founder and Co-Director
See dedicated box at page 6 of the Summary section above.

1.2 Trustees
Phillip Aigrain

Dr. Philippe Aigrain was trained as a mathematician and theoretical computer sci-
entist, and holds a Doctorate and a "Habilitation à Diriger les Recherches" qualifi -
cation from University Paris 7. From 1972 to 1981, he worked in software engi-
neering research labs of software companies. He was a research fellow at U.C. 
Berkeley in 1982. Since then, and before joining the European Commission in 1996, 
he headed research teams in the field of computer processing, indexing, retrieval 
and user interface for audiovisual media (video, music, still images). He is the au-
thor of more than 50 research and technology assessment papers. He is presently 
CEO of Sopinspace, Society for Public Information Spaces, a company founded by 

him in 2004. Sopinspace develops free software and provides commercial services for the organization of public  
debates and collaborative work over the Internet. In parallel, he is active as an analyst of the stakes of the infor-
mation revolution and engaged in actions for the reform of intellectual rights regimes. He has authored books 
on this subject among which: “Cause commune: l'information entre bien commun et propriété”, Fayard 2005 
(translated in Italian and Arabic), and “Sharing: Culture and the Economy in the Internet Age”, Amsterdam Univ. 
Press, 2012 (translated in Polish). His books and numerous papers on the information commons, access to  
knowledge and intellectual rights are accessible under CC licenses on his blog. Philippe Aigrain also writes po-
etry and short fiction pieces that are published on the Internet.

Yochai Benkler
Yochai Benkler is the Berkman Professor of Entrepreneurial Legal Studies at Har-
vard, and faculty co-director of the Berkman Center for Internet and Society. Be-
fore joining the faculty at Harvard Law School, he was Joseph M. Field '55 Profes-
sor of Law at Yale. He writes about the Internet and the emergence of networked 
economy and society, as well as the organization of infrastructure, such as wireless 
communications. In the 1990s he played a role in characterizing the centrality of  
information commons to innovation, information production, and freedom in both 
its autonomy and democracy senses. In the 2000s, he worked more on the sources 
and economic and political significance of radically decentralized individual action 

and collaboration in the production of information, knowledge and culture. His work traverses a wide range of  
disciplines and sectors, and is taught in a variety of professional schools and academic departments. In real  
world applications, his work has been widely discussed in both the business sector and civil society. His books 
include The Wealth of Networks: How social production transforms markets and freedom (2006), which re-
ceived the Don K. Price award from the American Political Science Association for best book on science, tech -
nology, and politics, the American Sociological Association's CITASA Book Award an outstanding book related to 
the sociology of communications or information technology, the Donald McGannon award for best book on so-
cial and ethical relevance in communications policy research, was named best business book about the future by  
Stategy & Business, and otherwise enjoyed the gentle breath of Fortuna. In civil society, Benkler's work was rec-
ognized by the Electronic Frontier Foundation's Pioneer Award in 2007, and the Public Knowledge IP3 Award in 
2006. His articles include Overcoming Agoraphobia (1997/98, initiating the debate over spectrum commons);  
Commons as Neglected Factor of Information Production (1998) and Free as the Air to Common Use (1998, 
characterizing the role of the commons in information production and its relation to freedom); From Con-
sumers to Users (2000, characterizing the need to preserve commons as a core policy goal, across all layers of  
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the information environment); Coase's Penguin, or Linux and the Nature of the Firm (characterizing peer pro -
duction as a basic phenomenon of the networked economy) and Sharing Nicely (2002, characterizing shareable  
goods and explaining sharing of material resources online). His work can be freely accessed at benkler.org.

Maurizio Borghi
Maurizio Borghi is Professor of Law at Bournemouth University, where he is the 
Director of the Centre for Intellectual Property Policy & Management (CIPPM).  
Prior  to  joining  Bournemouth  he  has  been  lecturer  at  Brunel  University  Law 
School, research fellow at Bocconi University of Milan and visiting scholar at the 
Center for the Study of Law and Society at the University of California, Berkeley. 
His research is primarily focused on developing a right-based understanding of law 
for the information society. In this vein, he has extensively published on the sub-
jects of copyright, data protection, and the role of law in the digital age. His mono-
graph ‘Copyright and Mass Digitization’ (co-authored with Stavroula Karapapa) has 
been published in 2013 by Oxford University Press.

Mario Calderini
Mario has a PhD in Economics from the University of Manchester and he has a 
BSc and an MSc in mechanical engineering from Politecnico di Torino. He is Full  
Professor at Politecnico di Milano and he served as Senior Advisor to the Italian 
Minister for Research and Innovation Policies and coordinated the 'Smart Commu-
nities' Working Group for the steering committee of the Italian Digital Agenda. He 
teaches  Management  of  Innovation  and  Technology  Strategy  at  undergraduate, 
master and postgraduate level and in the Alta Scuola Politecnica. Mario sits in the 
scientific committee of the PhD program in "Economics and Management of Tech-
nology" at Politecnico di Torino and University of Bergamo and of the PhD pro-

gram in "Economics of Institutions and Creativity" at University of Torino. His main research interest is in the 
Economics and Management of Innovation. His numerous publications in international journals cover research 
and innovation management issues, technology policies and empirical studies on the determinants of innovative 
activity. He has been involved in several research projects and his research has attracted funds and sponsorships 
to Politecnico di Torino from several Institutions such as the European Commission, the Italian Ministry for Re-
search, the Italian Ministry of Industry, the Italian Authority for Communications and several research founda-
tions, private consultancy companies, banks and industry associations. Mario Calderini is the delegate for Public  
Policies of the Fondazione COTEC per l’Innovazione Tecnologica, under the Honorary Presidency of Giorgio 
Napolitano, President of  the Italian Republic. He is  the co-director of  Fondazione Rosselli’s  Laboratorio di  
Economia dell’Innovazione "Franco Momigliano" and has a permanent cooperation with Fondazione Giovanni  
Agnelli. He is currently a member of the Intellectual Property Rights Commission at Politecnico di Torino and a  
member of the Dean’s board for Politecnico’s Fourth Faculty of Management. Mario Calderini is also a member 
of the Scientific Committee of "Quaestio", the Lombardy Region System for Research and Technology Transfer  
Centres Evaluation, and sits in the permanent product liability working group established by the European Com-
munity in order to monitor the impact of Directive 85/374/CE on liability for defective products. In 2005 he  
joined the expert group of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) with the  
task of peer reviewing the UN’s World Investment Report 2005. In 2006 he was nominated by the Italian Dele -
gation as an expert to the Administrative Council of the European Patent Office (EPO). In the recent past, he 
was a member of the National Physics of the Matter Institute International Evaluation Panel and the national  
representative in the European Commission's Board for Regional Technology Advisor Centre.

Luca De Biase
Luca De Biase is a journalist and writer. He is the founder and chief editor of  
Nòva, the science and technology crossplatform section at Il Sole 24 Ore. He is 
the president of Fondazione Ahref, which is meant to research and help improve 
the information ecosystem emerging in the social media. He is author of "Econo-
mia della felicità", "Il mago d'ebiz" and "In nome del popolo mondiale". He blogs at 
blog.debiase.com and lucadebiase.nova100.ilsole24ore.com. He edited with Gior-
gio Meletti "Bidone.com". He contributed to the project and implementation of 
various initiatives, such as Skillpass, ScienceXpress, I nonni raccontano, EquiLiber, 
Reporters Online. He teaches Journalism and social media at Iulm in Milan. He 

teaches Social media and international policy at Sciences Po, Paris.
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Josef Drexl
Professor Dr. Josef Drexl, LLM, graduated from the University of Munich and holds 
a Ph.D. degree (1990) and a habilitation degree of the same University, in addition 
to an LL.M. degree from the University of California at Berkeley. 
Josef Drexl worked as a law professor at the Universities of Würzburg and Munich 
from 1997 to 2006; he continues to be a honorary professor at the University of  
Munich. Since 2002 he has been a director of the Max Planck Institute for Innova-
tion and Competition in Munich. In 2003, Professor Drexl was elected the first 
chair of the Academic Society for Competition Law (ASCOLA). As the Chair of 
the Maniging Board of the Munich Intellectual Property Law Center (MIPLC) he is  

responsible for an internationally renowned LL.M. program in IP. He acted as a visiting professor at Oxford Uni-
versity, LUISS University (Rome) and New York University. He regularly teaches in the LL.M. program in EU law 
at the University of Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas. Professor Drexl is an expert in international and European compe -
tition law, intellectual property law, consumer law and WTO law.

Luciano Floridi
Luciano Floridi is Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Information at the Univer-
sity of Oxford, where he is Senior Research Fellow and Director of Research at 
the Oxford Internet Institute, Governing Body Fellow of St Cross College, Distin-
guished Research Fellow of the Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics; Research Asso-
ciate and Fellow in Information Policy at the Department of Computer Science; 
and Member of the Faculty of Philosophy. He is also Adjunct Professor, Depart-
ment of Economics, American University, Washington D.C. Among his recognitions, 
he has been awarded the Cátedras de Excelencia Prize by the University Carlos III 
of Madrid (2014-15), was the UNESCO Chair in Information and Computer Ethics 

and Gauss Professor of the Academy of Sciences in Göttingen. He is a recipient of the APA's Barwise Prize, the  
IACAP's Covey Award, and the INSEIT's Weizenbaum Award. He is an AISB and BCS Fellow, Editor in Chief of  
Philosophy & Technology and of the Synthese Library. In 2012, he was Chairman of EU Commission's "Onlife Ini -
tiative". His most recent books are: The Fourth Revolution - How the infosphere is reshaping human reality 
(Oxford University Press, 2014), The Ethics of Information (Oxford University Press, 2013), The Philosophy of  
Information (Oxford University Press, 2011), The Cambridge Handbook of Information and Computer Ethics  
(editor, Cambridge University Press, 2010), and Information: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 
2010).

Brett Frischmann
Brett Frischmann is Professor of Law at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 
Yeshiva University, where he teaches intellectual property and Internet law. He is  
currently the Director of Cardozo's IP and Information Law Program, an Affiliated 
Scholar of the Center for Internet and Society at Stanford Law School, and an Affil-
iated Faculty Member of  The Vincent and Elinor Ostrom Workshop in Political 
Theory and Policy Analysis, Indiana University.
He received a BA in Astrophysics from Columbia University, an MS in Earth Re-
sources Engineering from Columbia University, and a JD from the Georgetown 
University Law Center.

After clerking for the Honorable Fred I. Parker of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and practic-
ing at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering in Washington, DC, he joined the Loyola University, Chicago law faculty in  
2002.

Urs Gasser
Urs Gasser is the Executive Director of the Berkman Center for Internet & Soci -
ety at Harvard University. He teaches at Harvard Law School, at the University of  
St. Gallen (Switzerland) and Fudan University School of Management (China). He is 
a visiting professor at KEIO University (Japan) and a Fellow at the Gruter Institute 
for Law and Behavioral Research.
Urs Gasser has written several books, is the co-author of "Interop: The Promise 
and Perils of Highly Interconnected Systems“ (Basic Books, 2012, with John Palfrey) 
and Born Digital: Understanding the First Generation of  Digital Natives” (Basic  
Books, 2008, with John Palfrey) that has been translated into 10 languages (includ-

ing Chinese), and has published over 70 articles in professional journals.
His research and teaching activities focus on information law and policy issues. Current projects, several of them 
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in collaboration with leading research institutions in the U.S., Europe, and Asia, explore policy and educational  
challenges for young Internet users, the regulation of digital technology (currently with focus on cloud comput-
ing), interoperability, information quality, the law’s impact on innovation and risk in the ICT space, and alternative 
governance systems. He graduated from the University of St. Gallen (J.D., S.J.D.) as well as Harvard Law School 
(LL.M.) and received several academic awards and prizes for his research. 

Jean-Claude Guédon
Prof. Jean-Claude Guédon began his career at Glendon College (York University) in  
Toronto, Ontario in 1970 and has been a professor at the Université de Montréal 
since 1973, first in the Institut d'histoire et de sociopolitique des sciences, and, since 
1987, in the Département de littérature comparée. He is a long-time member of the 
Internet Society serving as co-chair of the program committee in 1996, 1998 and  
2000, and member of the same committee in 1997, 1999 and 2002.
In 1991, with Bill Reading and Walter Moser, he launched the first electronic scholarly 
journal in Canada: Surfaces. Between 1998 and 2003, he was Chair of the Advisory 

Board for CNSLP (Canadian National Site Licence Project, now known as CRKN (Canadian Research Knowl-
edge network). From 2002 until 2006, he was a member of OSI's Information Program sub-board. Between  
2003 and 2007, he was a member of the Advisory Board of eIFL (Electronic Information for Libraries). In 2006 
he was elected (until November 2008) Vice-President of the Canadian Society for the Humanities and Social Sci -
ences.
He has advized numerous governmental bodies, including the Ministère de la Recherche (France) for their e-
publication project in the humanities and the social sciences; the Agence de la francophonie for matters pertain -
ing to new technologies; the Quebec Minister of Communication in charge of the information highway; and the  
Quebec Ministry of education for the integration of the new technologies into the curriculum. He regularly acts 
as expert for the European Commission. He is also on the editorial board of several journals, and his three  
books are all available in Italian.

Lucie Guibault
Dr. Lucie Guibault is associate professor at the Institute for Information Law of the 
University of Amsterdam (UvA). She studied law at the Université de Montréal 
(Canada) and received in 2002 her doctorate from the University of Amsterdam, 
where she defended her thesis on Copyright Limitations and Contracts: An Analy-
sis of the Contractual Overridability of Limitations on Copyright.
She is specialized in international and comparative copyright and intellectual prop-
erty law. Lucie Guibault has been carrying out research for the European Commis-
sion, Dutch ministries, UNESCO and the Council of Europe. Her main areas of in-
terest include copyright and related rights in the information society, open content  

licensing, collective rights management, limitations and exceptions in copyright, and author’s contract law. She 
has been involved as legal partner in Creative Commons Netherlands since 2005 and in projects related to Eu -
ropeana (EuropeanaConnect and Europeana Awareness) since 2009.
She is in charge of the coordination of the IViR International Copyright Law Summer Course. Dr. Guibault is  
member of the international editorial board of Les Cahiers de propriété intellectuelle, member of the editorial  
board of the Journal of Intellectual Property and Information Technology (JIPITEC), and correspondent for the 
Netherlands for Computer Law Review International (CRi).

Anna Masera
Anna Masera graduated in History at Yale in 1983. In 1984 she was awarded a mas-
ter degree in journalism from the Columbia University. In 1986 she started to 
work as journalist for “Italia Oggi”, an Italian daily newspaper. Then she worked for 
the press agency Reuters and later for Mondadori, writing for two monthly maga-
zines: “Fortune Italia” and “Espansione”. In the meantime she was also a consultant 
for the talk show "Milano, Italia" of the Italian public broadcaster. She started to 
work for Panorama “life and style” section in 1994 when Internet started to gain 
widespread diffusion. Since then she is following the development of new media: 
first she founded “Panorama Web”, then she was hired by “La Stampa” in 1999 to 

launch their  website. At “La Stampa” she was deputy editor and social  media editor (2012-2013). She also  
blogged on “The Guardian” from 2007 to 2011. Since January 2014, Anna temporarily left her position at “La  
Stampa" and to serve as Head of Press and Communications Officer of the Italian Chamber of Deputies.
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Angelo Raffaele Meo
1961-1969 Assistant Professor of Electrical Engineering at Politecnico di Torino.
1970- Full Professor of Computer Science at Politecnico di Torino.
1970-1999 head of "Centro per l'Elaborazione Numerale dei Segnali" CNR.
1979-1985 director of the "Progetto Finalizzato Informatica", CNR.
1991-1996 scientific director of "Centro di Supercalcolo Piemonte".
He has published more than one hundred papers dealing with computer science. In 
particular, he  investigated  switching  theory, hardware  design, signal  processing, 
speech analysis and synthesis, and pattern recognition. He has coordinated many 
academic and industrial national research projects on computer science. He was 

president of the Academy of Sciences of Torino. In 2002 he was called by the Italian Minister of Technology to 
preside at a Commission entrusted with the task of promoting open source in the Italian Public Administration. 

Charles Nesson
Charles Rothwell Nesson is the William F. Weld Professor of Law at Harvard Law 
School and the founder of the Berkman Center for Internet & Society and of the  
Global Poker Strategic Thinking Society. He is author of Evidence, with Murray and 
Green, and has participated in several cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, includ-
ing Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals. In 1971, Nesson defended Daniel Ells-
berg in the Pentagon Papers case. He was co-counsel for the plaintiffs in the case 
against W.R. Grace that was made into the film A Civil Action.
Nesson attended Harvard College as an undergraduate, and then Harvard Law 
School where he joined the list of only a handful of people in history to have grad-

uated summa cum laude. Nesson was  a law clerk to Justice  John Marshall  Harlan II  on the United States 
Supreme Court, 1965 term. He then worked as a special assistant in the Department of Justice Civil Rights Divi-
sion. His first case, White v. Crook, made race and gender-based jury selection in Alabama unconstitutional. Nes -
son joined the Harvard Law School faculty in 1966, and was tenured in 1969.
He is "currently leading a project to reify university as a meta player in cyberspace, to legitimize and teach poker 
and the value of strategic poker thinking, and to advance restorative justice in Jamaica". In 2006 he taught Cy -
berOne: Law in the Court of Public Opinion with Rebecca Nesson and Gene Koo. He teaches courses in the 
law and practice of Evidence (how to prove the "truth"), Trials in Second Life, and a reading group with Fern 
Nesson on Freedom.

Maria Chiara Pievatolo
Maria Chiara Pievatolo is associate professor of political philosophy in the Depart-
ment of Political Sciences at the University of Pisa. She has been theorizing and 
practicing the open access publishing in the field of humanities since the 90s of the 
last  century, first  as  political  philosophy editor  of  the  Sito Web Italiano per la 
Filosofia (SWIF) founded by Luciano Floridi, and then as curator and founder of 
the "Bollettino telematico di filosofia politica", of the "Giuliano Marini" Archive, and 
of the book series Methexis. She is also a member of the open access Crui com-
mittee, by personal appointment of its president. A detailed list of her works, many  
of  which  hypertextual,  experimental,  openly  accessible,  can  be  found  here: 

http://www.sp.unipi.it/index.php/it/docenti-top/122-pievatolo-maria-chiara/118-pievatolo-maria-chiara-ricerca.
Michelangelo Pistoletto

Michelangelo Pistoletto was born in Biella in 1933. He began to exhibit his work in 
1955 and in 1960 he had his first solo show at Galleria Galatea in Turin. An inquiry  
into self-portraiture characterizes his early work. In the two-year period 1961-
1962 made the first Mirror Paintings, which directly include the viewer and real  
time in the work, and open up perspective, reversing the Renaissance perspective 
that had been closed by the twentieth-century avant-gardes. These works quickly 
brought Pistoletto international acclaim, leading, in the sixties, to one-man shows 
in important galleries and museums in Europe and the United States. The Mirror 
Paintings  are  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent  artistic  output  and  theoretical 

thought.
In 1965 and 1966 he produced a set of works entitled Minus Objects, considered fundamental to the birth of  
Arte Povera, an art movement of which Pistoletto was an animating force and a protagonist. In 1967 he began to 
work outside traditional exhibition spaces, with the first instances of that “creative collaboration” he developed 
over the following decades by bringing together artists from different disciplines and diverse sectors of society. 
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In 1975-76 he presented a cycle of twelve consecutive exhibitions, Le Stanze, at Galleria Stein in Turin. This was  
the first of a series of complex, year-long works called “time continents”. Others are White Year (1989) and  
Happy Turtle (1992).
In 1978, in a show at Galleria Persano in Turin, Pistoletto defined two main directions his future artwork would 
take: Division and Multiplication of the Mirror and Art Takes On Religion. In the early eighties he made a series  
of sculptures in rigid polyurethane, translated into marble for his solo show in 1984 at Forte di Belvedere in Flo-
rence. From 1985 to 1989 he created the series of “dark” volumes called Art of Squalor. During the nineties,  
with Project Art and with the creation in Biella of Cittadellarte - Fondazione Pistoletto and the University of  
Ideas, he brought art into active relation with diverse spheres of society with the aim of inspiring and producing 
responsible social change. In 2003 he won the Venice Biennale’s Golden Lion for Lifelong Achievement. In 2004 
the University of Turin awarded him a laurea honoris causa in Political Science. On that occasion the artist an-
nounced what has become the most recent phase of his work, Third Paradise. In 2007, in Jerusalem, he received 
the Wolf Foundation Prize in the Arts, “for his constantly inventive career as an artist, educator and activist 
whose restless intelligence has created prescient forms of art that contribute to fresh understanding of the  
world.” 

David Post
David Post is currently the I. Herman Stern Professor of Law at the Beasley School 
of Law at Temple University, where he teaches intellectual property law and the law 
of cyberspace. He is
also a Fellow at the Center for Democracy and Technology, a Fellow of the Insti-
tute for Information Law and Policy at New York Law School, an Adjunct Scholar at  
the Cato Institute, and a contributor to the influential Volokh Conspiracy blog.
Professor Post is the author of In Search of Jefferson’s Moose: Notes on the State of  
Cyberspace (Oxford, 2009) , a Jeffersonian view of Internet law and policy. He is also 
coauthor  of  Cyberlaw: Problems  of  Policy  and  Jurisprudence  in  the  Information  Age 

(West, 2007) , and numerous scholarly articles on intellectual property, the law of cyberspace, and complexity 
theory. He has been a regular columnist for the American Lawyer and InformationWeek, a commentator on the 
Lehrer News Hour, Court TV’s Supreme Court Preview, NPR’s All Things Considered, BBC’s World, and recently  
was featured in the PBS documentary The Supreme Court.
After receiving a Ph.D. in physical anthropology, he taught in the Anthropology Department at Columbia Univer -
sity before attending Georgetown Law Center, from which he graduated summa cum laude in 1986. After clerk-
ing with then Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the DC Circuit Court of Appeals, he spent 6 years at the Washing -
ton D.C. law firm of Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering, after which he then clerked again for Justice Ginsburg during  
her first term at the Supreme Court (1993 - 1994), before joining the faculty of the Georgetown University Law 
Center (1994 – 1997) and then Temple University Law School (1997 – present). Professor Post's writings can be 
accessed online at www.davidpost.com.

Stefano Quintarelli
Stefano Quintarelli is a serial entrepreneur (and prolific blogger), who pioneered 
the commercial development of the Internet in Italy. In 2013 he was elected to the  
Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament as an independent candidate in the 
list “Scelta Civica”.
He  graduated  in  IT  science  at  the  University  of  Milan. In  1989  he  founded 
MI.NE.R.S. (Milano Network Researchers and Students), the student telecom asso-
ciation that developed the first e-mail independent system in Italy.
In 1994, he was one of the founder of I.NET, the first commercial ISP in Italy for 
professionals, that hosted the Milan Internet Exchange (MIX), the first and most 

important exchange point of ISP traffic in Italy, he also contributed to the birth of AIIP the Italian association of 
Internet Providers.
He was one of the founding members of: CLUSIT, Italian association for IT security; AIPSI, Italian association of  
professionals of IT security (Italian division of ISSA.org); Equiliber, Association for balanced information on tech -
nology innovation; VoIPex, consortium for interoperability, quality and transparency of IP services.
He has been a supporter of civic IT backing the first civic networks in Italy (e.g. RCM the civic network of Milan  
and ONDE - Online Desenzano). He promoted the birth of DMIN.IT, the forum on digital media development  
in Italy, coordinated by Leonardo Chiariglione (the president of MPEG).
He is a supporter of network neutrality and knowledge sharing and he sustained since the beginning the activi-
ties of "Condividi la Conoscenza", the conferences organized by sen. Fiorello Cortiana and in 2005 he intro-
duced in Italy the network neutrality topic in a congress with Lawrence Lessig and in other occasions.
He is author of many books and papers on Internet published on the most important Italian newspapers and he 

78



Annex I – Nexa People

is scientific coordinator of updating workshops on technological topics for the Italian finance community.
He chaired the Italian ISP association (AIIP) till January 2007, he is a member of the Programming committee of  
Federcomin (innovation services of the Italian federation of industry).
He has been awarded by "Corriere della Sera-Economia" as one of the 30 most innovative Italian entrepreneurs. 

Stefano Rodotà
Prof. Stefano Rodotà: Professor of Civil Law, University of Rome; former Chairman 
of the Italian Data Protection Authority; former Chairman of the European Group 
of the Data Protection Authorities Chairman of the Commission on Genetic Test-
ing and Counselling; Member of  the European Group on Ethics in science and 
technologies, Member  of  the  Convention drafting  the  Charter  of  Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union (2000); Former Member of the HUGO Ethics Com-
mittee (1997-2000); Member of the Ethics Committee of the National Research 
Council; Work in the field of the legal and social effects of scientific innovation 
(1972-2000); Important work in the field of bioethics (1989-2000); Author of sev-

eral books and editor of a number of periodicals; Member of the Italian Parliament (1979-1994); Vice-President 
of the Chamber of Deputies (1992); Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (1983-
1994); Member of the European Commission's Group of Advisers on the Ethical Implications of Biotechnology 
(1994-1997); Member of the European Group on Ethics (since 1998); Chairman of the European Group of Au-
thorities for the Protection of Privacy (1999-2000).

Bruce Sterling
Bruce Sterling, author, journalist, editor, and critic, was born in 1954. Best known 
for his ten science fiction novels, he also writes short stories, book reviews, design 
criticism, opinion columns, and introductions for books ranging from Ernst Juenger 
to Jules Verne. His nonfiction works include “The Hacker Crackdown: Law and Dis-
order  on  the  Electronic  Frontier”, “Tomorrow  now: envisioning  the  next  fifty 
years” (2003) and “Shaping things”(2005).
He is a contributing editor of WIRED magazine and writes a weblog. During 2005, 
he was the "Visionary in Residence" at Art Center College of Design in Pasadena. 
In 2008 he was the Guest Curator for the Share Festival of Digital Art and Culture 

in Torino, Italy, and the Visionary in Residence at the Sandberg Instituut in Amsterdam. In 2011 he returned to  
Art Center as "Visionary in Residence" to run a special project on Augmented Reality.
He has appeared in ABC's Nightline, BBC's The Late Show, CBC's Morningside, on MTV and TechTV, and in Time, 
Newsweek, The Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Fortune, Nature, I.D., Metropolis, Technology Review, 
Der Spiegel, La Stampa, La Repubblica, and many other venues.

Sacha Wunsch-Vincent
Dr. Sacha Wunsch-Vincent is Senior Economic Officer under the Chief Economist 
at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). He is one of the main au-
thors of the World Intellectual Property Report, and the Global Innovation Index, 
and has contributed to establishing the economic work of the Organization over 
the last four years. His primary research foci and current area of work are con-
cerned with the interaction of innovation, intellectual property and economic de-
velopment. Before joining WIPO, he was an economist at the OECD Directorate 
for Science, Technology, and Industry for seven. Before that he was a Swiss Na-
tional Science Fellow at the Berkeley Center for Law and Technology (University 

of California, Berkeley) and the Washington-based institute for International Economics. He served as advisor to  
organizations such as the World Bank and the World Economic Forum, and he has testified to national govern-
ments and parliaments, in particular on copyright. Sacha holds a Master's degree in international economics  
from the Maastricht Economic Research Institute on Innovation and Technology, University of Maastricht, and a 
PhD in economics from the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland. He teaches international economics at Sciences 
Po Paris and the World Trade Institute.

1.3 Staff
Federico Morando - Director of Research and Policy & Research Fellow

See dedicated box at page 7 of the Summary section above.
Raimondo Iemma - Managing Director & Research Fellow

See dedicated box at page 8 of the Summary section above.
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Selina Fenoglietto - Administrative Manager 
See dedicated box at page 9 of the Summary section above.

Simone Basso – Staff Research Fellow
See dedicated box at page 8 of the Summary section above.

Giuseppe Futia – Communication Manager and Research Fellow
See dedicated box at page 9 of the Summary section above.

Claudio Artusio - Staff Research Fellow
See dedicated box at page 10 of the Summary section above.

Luca Leschiutta - IT Manager
See dedicated box at page 10 of the Summary section above.

1.4 Fellows 

Alessandro Mantelero - Faculty Fellow 2011-2014 & Director of Privacy
Alessandro Mantelero is Full-Tenured Aggregate Professor of Private Law at Po-
litecnico di Torino and Research Consultant of the Sino-Italian Research Center 
for Internet Torts (Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology). He is 
member of the Editorial Board of Contratto e impresa/Europa and was admitted 
to the Italian bar in 2001. He graduated cum laude in Law at the University of  
Turin on 1998. Ph.D. in Civil Law from the same University (2004). He has pub-
lished more than 50 articles on peer-reviewed journals, two books and contribu-
tions in other books. He was Visiting Researcher at Berkman Center for Internet 
& Society at Harvard University (2012), Visiting Fellow at the Oxford Internet In-

stitute at the University of Oxford (2013) and Visiting Professor at the School of Public Administration at Nan-
jing University of Information Science & Technology (2013). Alessandro is involved in different national and inter -
national research programs (Open museum and disabilities, Open Government Partnership, Identity Talk in the  
Tower) and is Project Member at the Network of Excellence in Internet Science (task leader of the deliverable 
D5.1.2 on “Internet Privacy, Identity, Trust and Reputation Mechanisms”). He has been involved in different pri -
vate initiatives and research groups. He was member of the Digital Advisory Group at the American Chamber of  
Commerce in Italy (2011 – 2012). He is member of the “Task Force: Control of identity” at Identity Talk in The 
Tower project (Giesecke & Devrient). Alessandro is currently focusing his studies on data protection, ISP liability,  
legal implications of cloud computing and Big Data, e-government, e-democracy, public sector information. Web-
page: http://staff.polito.it/alessandro.mantelero/. 

Ugo Pagallo - Faculty Fellow 2011-2014
Ugo Pagallo is Professor of Jurisprudence at the Department of Law, University of 
Turin, since 2000, faculty at the Center for Transnational Legal Studies (CTLS) in 
London and faculty fellow at the Nexa Center for Internet and Society at the Po-
litecnico of Turin. Member of the European RPAS Steering Group (2011-2012), and 
the Group of Experts for the Onlife Initiative set up by the European Commission 
(2012-2013), he is chief editor of the Digitalica series published by Giappichelli in 
Turin and co-editor of the AICOL series by Springer. Author of nine monographs 
and numerous essays in scholarly journals, his main interests are AI & law, network 
and legal theory, robotics, and information technology law (specially data protec-

tion law, copyright, and online security). He currently  is  member of  the Ethical  Committee of  the CAPER  
project, supported by the European Commission through the Seventh Framework program for Research and 
Technological Development.

Daniele Trinchero - Faculty Fellow 2013-2014
Daniele Trinchero is professor at Politecnico di Torino (Dept. of Electronics and 
Telecommunications), where he manages  the iXem Labs (which  he co-founded 
with Riccardo Stefanelli in 2004). His research interests encompass Wireless Net-
works, Sensor Networks, Internet of Things, and solutions to reduce digital divide 
in developing countries, and in marginal areas of developed ones. He is member of 
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
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Mauro Alovisio – Fellow 2012-2014
Mauro Alovisio graduated in Law at the University of Turin, Italy. He has specialized 
in Data Protection  and New Technologies Law. Currently he is working at the Le-
gal Office of the University of Turin.
 During his professional activity he dealt with  the privacy and the reorganization 
of the public administration through the use of the new technologies.
Mauro is author of scientific articles published in Italian journals and co-author on 
law books. He is the President of  "Centro Studi di Informatica Giuridica" and he is  
a member of the "Commissione Informatica del Consiglio dell'Ordine degli Avvo-
cati di Torino". As part of his Nexa fellowship, Mauro will focus on research topics 

related to personal data in the EVPSI project and within the implementation of pilots in the Open-DAI project,  
also touching other issues related to public administrations in digital environment.

Giovanni Arata – Fellow 2013-2014
Giovanni Arata holds a degree in Communication Sciences (Università degli Studi 
di Siena, 2001) and a PhD in "Information Systems and Organization" (Università  
degli Studi di Trento, 2006). During his doctoral studies, he has been visiting fellow 
at the University  of  California  - San Diego and at  the University  of  Oslo, and 
hosted at the U.S. Department of State within the 'International Visitor Leadership 
Program’. Since 2008, he works as researcher and freelance journalist, focusing in 
particular on the social and organizational impacts of the Internet. He writes for 
Italian newspapers and blogs such as Il Sole 24 Ore (Nòva), Punto Informatico, e-
Gov, and works as analyst at Formez-PA and Regione Emilia - Romagna. Since 2010, 

he has been developing #socialPA, a project aimed at surveying and analysing the social media presence of Italian 
public administrations. #socialPA is carried out in cooperation with the Nexa Center.

Eleonora Bassi – Fellow 2012-2014
Eleonora Bassi holds a Degree in Law (cum laude) and a PhD in Philosophy of Law 
and Legal Theory (University of Turin, Law School). Her main research fields are le-
gal theory, privacy and data protection law, fundamental rights. She has been in-
volved in the EVPSI project and in the LAPSI Thematic Network studying privacy 
issues related to open data policies. Currently she is post-doc Research Fellow at 
the University of Trento (DISI) and her work is on open data policies and big data 
legal issues.

Lorenzo Benussi - Founding Fellow
Lorenzo Benussi, Laura Magistrale in Communication Sciences and PhD in Eco-
nomics of Innovation, is advisor for digital policy at the TOP-IX Consortium where  
he develops projects and policies to support digital innovation. He was counsellor 
of the Italian Minister of Education and Research and member of task forces to 
promote online engagement and e-participation at the Ministry of Reforms and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Lorenzo is also member of the scientific board of  
Opencoesione, open data project of the Ministry of Treasury, and member of the 
board for innovation of the IREN Group. Lorenzo is fellow of the Nexa Center for  
Internet & Society at the Polytechnic of Turin where he conducts researches on 

the economics of innovation, strategic management and economics of knowledge. Lorenzo main interest both as  
professional and researcher is the evolution of innovation models due to the pervasive diffusion of digital net-
works.

Enrico Bertacchini – Founding Fellow
Dr. Enrico Bertacchini is assistant professor at the Department of Economics and 
Statistics “S. Cognetti De Martiis”, University of Turin, where he teaches Cultural 
Economics and Governance of Economic Processes. He graduated in Economics at 
the University of Turin and holds a Master in Economics from CORIPE–Collegio 
Carlo Alberto and a Ph.D. in Institutions, Economics and Law from the Universities 
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of Turin and Gent.  His main interests within the “Internet & Society” field concern Internet as an infrastructure  
for the production of and access to information goods and the economic analysis of the information society. He  
has multidisciplinary competences concerning the economics of culture and the economic analysis of intellectual  
property, with a particular focus on commons-based models for the production of and access to information 
goods. His works has been published, among others, in the Journal of Cultural Economics, International Journal  
of Cultural Policy, International Journal of Arts Management, Review of Law and Economics, Ecological Econom-
ics and Regional Studies.

Carlo Blengino – Fellow 2011-2014
Carlo Blengino lives in Turin and is a lawyer and a partner of the legal firm “Studio  
Legale Catalano Penalisti Associati”. He deals exclusively with criminal law cases, 
with special reference to culpable crimes, professional liabilities, economics crimi-
nal laws, intellectual property rights, crimes involved with IT and new technologies, 
defense of privacy and personal data. Since the early nineties, he has debated in law 
courts the main issues of copyright, from CDs rental to campaigns for file sharing 
(among his many defenses, the one in the well-known sentence on downloading 
-Cass.149/07- and the defense of  many users in the Peppermint case). He thus 
gained a concrete experience of sanctions in the area of copyright law. He is a 

member of the IT Commission within the Bar Council of Turin. He contributes to several on-line magazines, to 
the magazine “Diritto dell’Informazione e dell’Informatica” of the Calamandrei Foundation and his works are 
published by Giappichelli Editore, UTET Giuridica and EGEA. 

Nicola Bottero – Founding Fellow
Nicola Bottero is a practicing lawyer with a degree in Law from the University of 
Turin with a thesis on comparative law. He also graduated in the Intellectual prop-
erty Specialization Course jointly  organized by  the University  of  Turin  and the 
WIPO Academy. On top of practicing private law, industrial law and commercial 
law, works with the Chairs of Commercial and Industrial Law at the Law Faculty of 
the Universities of Turin. He also teaches industrial law within some master de-
grees. He has been a member of the working group of Creative Commons Italy 
since its beginnings in 2003.

Federico Cairo – Fellow 2012-2014
Federico Cairo, graduated in Philosophy at the Collegio Superiore of University of 
Bologna in 2005 and in Media Engineering at Politecnico di Torino in 2008, received 
the Ph.D. degree from Politecnico di Torino in 2013. His research interests include 
Natural Language Processing and Linked Data technologies for digital libraries. Af-
ter collaborating with CSI-Piemonte and Politecnico di Torino on the projects Co-
OPERARE (2010), dati.piemonte.it (2010), OPSA (2011), Open-DAI, (2012) he was 
awarded a “Working Capital - Premio Nazionale Innovazione 2011” by Telecom 
Italia for the project TellMeFirst, a tool for classifying and enriching textual docu-
ments via Linked Open Data. He is currently a project manager at Expert System 

SpA and a fellow at Nexa Center for Internet and Society, where he continues contributing to TellMeFirst as a 
technology supervisor. 

Marco Ciurcina – Founding Fellow
Marco Ciurcina. Rome, Italy, 05.02.65. Italian lawyer, working in the field of com-
mercial  and contractual  law, Information Technology  law, Copyright, Patent  and 
Trademark law. He teaches "Law and ethics of communication" at the Politecnico 
di Torino, Faculty of Information Science. Free software and digital freedoms ac-
tivist.
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Alessandro Cogo – Founding Fellow
Dr. Alessandro Cogo received his degree at the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Turin on 2002 and holds a Ph.D. in Intellectual Property Law from the Universities  
of Pavia and Munich. He is assistant professor at the Law Department of the Uni-
versity of Turin and teaches intellectual property law at the University of Eastern  
Piedmont. Author of  a book on Copyright contracts, essays, commentaries and 
case comments, he is currently focusing his studies on the liability for the infringe-
ment of IPRs.

Deborah De Angelis – Founding Fellow
Deborah De Angelis has a degree in Law from Luiss University in Rome; in January 
2000 she became a lawyer specialized in digital music law. In 2001 she founded the 
legal office DDA. She also authored various publications in matters relating to au-
thors' digital rights. In May 2004 became a member of the Creative Commons Italy  
working group. Since January 2008 she is the President of A-DJ, an international as-
sociations who cares legally protecting and promoting professional DJs.
She has a deep knowledge of all legal issues related to the working of collecting so-
cieties  (with  particular  reference to  the Italian  Society  of  Authors  and Editors, 
SIAE): this expertise is especially valuable within the Creative Commons and re-

lated projects. In 2008-2009, she coordinated the Creative Commons Italy / SIAE Working Group.

Giulio De Petra – Fellow 2011-2014
Giulio De Petra received his degree in Economics from University of Siena, Italy. 
He worked in the service organization in BNL (Banca Nazionale del Lavoro), one 
of the top italian banks, as expert in software design methodologies and in data-
base administration. Later, he moved to the consulting division of IPACRI (Istituto 
per l’Automazione della Casse di Risparmio Italiane), where he was in charge of 
the research activities and projects. It has been senior consultant for the RSO In-
stitute and it was for several years ICT advisor for the major of the city of Rome. 
Later, he became executive manager in AIPA (Autorità per l’Informatica nella Pub-
blica Amministrazione) - public local administration division. After he became di-

rector general for eGovernment at the Prime Minister’s department of Public Administration where he pro-
moted the first national  plan for eGovernment. Afterwards he became general manager in CNIPA (Centro 
Nazionale per l’Innovazione della Pubblica Amministrazione) leading as a director the public local administration  
department. Giulio De Petra then became general executive manager for Innovation before for the Autonomous 
Region of Sardinia and later for the Calabria Region. It has been member of the Prime Minister’s Committee for  
the Statistical Information Assurance and he was vice president of ASSINTER (National association of the re-
gional public administration companies working in the ICT field). Since 2010 he has been working at Informatica  
Trentina, as executive manager.
Giulio De Petra founded and supported many national associations working on political and social issues of  
technological innovation, including "ICT for Democracy","Network","The NetCentury – for a Free Knowledge 
Society".

Giovanni B. Gallus - Fellow 2013-2014
Giovanni  Battista  Gallus  is  a  lawyer, admitted  before  the Supreme Court, ISO 
27001:2005 Certified Lead Auditor, founding member of the law firm "GM-LEX 
Studio Legale", and member of Array.eu, a network of IT Lawyers. He holds an 
LL.M. granted by the University of London - UCL, and a PhD by the University of 
Molise. He practices mainly in the field of Criminal Law, ICT Law, Copyright and 
Data Protection Law. He is teaching assistant in Information Technology Law and 
Advanced Information Technology Law at the School of Law of the University of 
Milan. President of the Italian Association of Cyberlawyers ("Circolo dei Giuristi  
Telematici"), and fellow of the Hermes Center for Transparency and Digital Human 

Rights, and a passionate user and supporter of Free Software. Author and co-author of several books and arti -
cles, among which "Contenuti aperti, beni comuni" (McGraw-Hill, 2009) and "The new Information Technology  
Crimes" (Giappichelli, 2009).
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Stefano Leucci- Fellow 2013-2014
Stefano Leucci holds a degree in IT Law. He focuses his studies on information se-
curity and computer-related crimes, with particular interest in corporate crimes 
and issues related to IPRs in the digital environment. He currently works as IT Law 
and forensics advisor at TrentoRISE, in the open data project in Trentino.

Thomas Margoni - Fellow 2008-2014
Thomas Margoni is a senior researcher at the Institute for Information Law. His re-
search focus concentrates on the relationship between law (primarily copyright,  
designs, and patents), new technologies, and the Internet, from a comparative and 
international point of view. He is Marie Curie grant holder, and conducts a variety 
of research studies at the EU level. Thomas is regularly invited at international con-
ferences, is a member of different initiatives connected with intellectual property, 
new technologies, and the Internet, and has served as an IP advisor for private and 
public entities. Since 2008 he has been a fellow at the Nexa center for Internet and 
Society, where he directs the free licences law clinic SeLiLi (http://selili.polito.it).

Elena Pavan - Fellow 2013-2014
Elena Pavan is the leading investigator and project manager of  REACtION. She 
holds a degree in Communication Sciences (University of Padova, Italy, 2004) and a 
PhD in Sociology (University of Trento, 2009). She developed her expertise in the 
study and the use of  social  network analysis in  various field of  research (from 
supra national governance political processes to human-computer interaction) and 
in conjunction with other analytical techniques, such as lexicon-content analysis. 
Her most recent research interests pertain to the relationships between collective 
action/political participation and social media use. Within this area, she is working 
interdisciplinary to combine technical and social knowledges into the study of so-

cio-technical systems and is employing network analysis techniques and tools. She recently published in interna-
tional journals and in relevant Italian journals. Her PhD dissertation on Internet governance and multistake -
holderism has been released in January 2012 as a book for Lexington Publications. Elena is involved, on a pro 
bono basis, in the EINS Network for the Nexa Center, in particular within the research group focusing on “Vir-
tual Communities”.

Cristiana Sappa – Research Fellow 2011-2014
Dr. Cristiana Sappa holds a degree in Business Law, a post-graduate diploma in In-
tellectual Property and New Technologies and a PhD in Private Law, major Intellec-
tual Property Law and Competition. Her main research fields are Intellectual Prop-
erty Law and Competition Law, with a particular interest in digitization related le-
gal issues. She is currently project manager of two public sector information re-
lated projects: LAPSI Thematic Network and EVPSI research project.

Monica A. Senor – Fellow 2012-2014
Monica A. Senor is partner of Studio Legale Catalano Penalisti Associati law firm 
since 2001. She is a criminal lawyer, specialising in legal issues concerning data pro-
tection and criminal law related to new technologies; from a criminal procedure 
point of view, she specializes in digital and biometric forensics. She's a member of 
the IT Commission of the Turin Bar Association and because of this role she works 
with the Court of Turin on the implementation of the digitalization of the criminal  
proceeding. She's the scientific coordinator and also teacher of a private training 
course for lawyers’ state licensing exam. She contributes to online magazines, such 
as Medialaws and Penale.it and her papers have also been published by Giappichelli,  
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EGEA, Springer and UTET Giuridica. She holds lectures and presentations on IT law matters.

Massimo Travostino – Founding Fellow
Massimo Travostino graduated in law from University of Turin (1993) and has a 
post-graduate degree in international and comparative law (1996). He is a practic-
ing lawyer at Studio Legale Pecoraro–Travostino and assists public entities and pri-
vate companies in commercial and contract law, with a focus on intellectual prop-
erty/information technology and telecommunication sectors. He carries out regu-
lar teaching activity and is author of articles and essays.

Giuseppe Vaciago – Fellow 2012-2014
Giuseppe Vaciago has been a lawyer of the Milan Bar since 2002 and he is actually a 
partner of R&P Legal Firm. For the last 10 years his primary focus has been IT Law 
with a focus on cyber crime. He has assisted many national and international IT 
companies. Academically, he received his PhD on Digital Forensics from Università 
di Milano and he is a Professor at Insubria University (Varese and Como) where he 
holds a course on IT law. He recently attended Fordham Law School and Stanford 
Law School as a Visiting Scholar to expand his studies in his own particular re-
search area. Giuseppe Vaciago is the author of many publications on cybercrime, in-
cluding both scientific journals and textbooks, which have been adopted by the 

University where he teaches. He has also delivered many lectures and presentations in both Italy and abroad. He  
is fellow at the Cybercrime Institute of Koln and member of the Editorial Board of Journal of Digital Investiga -
tion. As part of his Nexa fellowship, Giuseppe will propose research topics related to digital forensics and funda -
mental rights from an “Internet & Society” perspective and big data and social control.

1.5 Faculty Associates
Andrea Cairola – Faculty Associate

Andrea Cairola is a journalist and an expert in international cooperation in the 
field of media development and promotion of freedom of expression. His didactic 
activities  include  teaching  video-journalism at  the  School  of  Journalism of  the 
Catholic University of Milan as well as in other academic settings and in grass-root 
projects. He holds a first advanced degree in Economics at the Bocconi University  
of Milan, a MA in International Journalism from the City University of London, and 
a certificate as Media Law Advocate by the Programme in Comparative Media Law 
and  Policy  of  the  Oxford  University.  He  has  participated  to  several 
conferences/academic-seminars in Europe and Asia on issues related to journalism 

and information; as well as he contributed, edited or reviewed publications about comparative media law, press  
freedom, investigative journalism, Internet and society, and freedom of information. Since 2012, he is holding the  
position of “Communication and Information Adviser” at the Beijing Office of UNESCO, the United Nations  
agency with the mandate to promote free flow of information. For UNESCO, he also worked based in Kaza-
khstan, and Afghanistan and in the “Freedom of Expression Division” at the Paris-headquarter, dealing with me -
dia-development and press freedom in Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Balkans and the Transcaucasian  
countries and in other conflict/post-conflict/transition environments. Andrea also worked as a print and broad-
cast journalists, authoring video contributions aired on "Report" and "Presadiretta", prime-time investigative  
programmes on the Italian public broadcaster RAI; producing and hosting a current-affairs TV series for Current  
Tv Italy; collaborating with national newspapers and magazines such as La Stampa, D di Repubblica, and Il Fatto.  
In 2003, he has written and co-directed the award-winning documentary Citizen Berlusconi, produced by a pool  
of European and US public service televisions and aired in more than 20 countries around the world. He has  
participated to several conferences/academic-seminars in Europe and Asia on issues related to journalism and 
information; as well as he contributed, edited or reviewed publications about comparative media law, press free -
dom, investigative journalism, Internet and society, and freedom of information. 

Giancarlo Frosio– Faculty Associate
Giancarlo F. Frosio is a qualified attorney with a doctoral degree (Scientiae Juridi-
cae Doctor, S.J.D.) in intellectual property law from Duke University Law School in 
Durham, NC. Additionally, he holds an LL.M. with emphasis in intellectual property 
law from Duke University  Law School, an LL.M. in information technology and 

85



Board of Trustees
 – June 28, 2014

telecommunications law from Strathclyde University in Glasgow, and a law degree from Università Cattolica in 
Milan. His research focuses on copyright law, digitization, history of creativity, public domain, open access, Inter -
net and user based creativity, intermediary liability of Information Service providers, network information econ-
omy, access to knowledge (A2K), and identity politics. He has served as the Deputy Director and Lecturer of  
the LL.M. in Intellectual Property law jointly organized by WIPO and the University of Turin for the past three 
editions. He is also a fellow of the Nexa Research Center for Internet and Society in Turin, where he acted as  
Chief Editor and author of the Final Strategic Report of COMMUNIA, the European Thematic Network on the 
Digital Public Domain funded by the European Commission within the eContentplus framework. Recently, he 
has also been appointed to the post of Research Fellow at the University of Nottingham. The post is one of the 
research projects of the new Centre for Copyright and New Business Models in the Creative Economy (CRE-
ATe) funded by the UK Research Councils. In August 2013, Giancarlo will join the Center for Internet and Soci-
ety at Stanford Law School as a research and teaching fellow. He is the author of numerous legal articles and  
publications. At the moment, he is working on his book “Cumulative Creativity: From the Oral Formulaic Tradi -
tion to Digital Remix.”

Giorgio Ventre– Faculty Associate
Giorgio Ventre is Professor of Computer Networks in the Department of Electri-
cal and Information Engineering of the University of Napoli Federico II where he is 
leader of the COMICS research group on computer networking and multimedia 
communications. He owns a laurea degree in Electronic Engineering and a PhD in 
Computer Engineering, both from the Federico II. From 1991 to 1993 he was with 
the Tenet Group at the International Computer Science Institute and the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. In 1993 he joined the University of Napoli Federico II  
first as an assistant professor. In 1999 Giorgio Ventre was co-founder of ITEM, the 
first national research laboratory of the Italian University Consortium for Infor-

matics (CINI), and from 2004 to 2011 was President of CRIAI, a industrial research centre on ICT in Napoli. He 
is now Director of ITEM and member of the board of CINI. He has been principal investigator for a number of  
national and international research projects and in four EU-funded research projects on the Future Internet.  
Giorgio Ventre has co-authored more than 200 publications and he is senior member of the IEEE and of the 
ACM, and he is member of AICA and of IET. He is area editor for the Computer Networks journal, Elsevier. His  
researches are sponsored by the European Commission, the Italian Government and by several national and in -
ternational companies. He has also launched four start-up companies from the research activities developed in  
his lab.

1.6 Alumni
Fiorenza Oppici – Intern 2013 
Alberto Sega – Staff 2013
Maria Serena Ciaburri – Intern 2013 
Nadia Tecco – Staff 2012-2013
Silvia Bisi – Fellow 2010-2012
Elias Carotti - Research Fellow 2009-2012
Irene Cassarino - Fellow 2009-2012
Davide Bardone – Research Fellow 2009-2011
Carolina di  Vonzo – Fellow 2009-2011
Corrado Druetta – Research Fellow 2009-2011
Valentin Vitkov – Fellow 2009-2011
Maria Crea – Staff 2011
Federica Cedriano – Staff 2009-2011
Antonella Giulia Pizzaleo – Research Fellow 2009-2010
Ilaria Buri – Staff 2009-2010
Anna Piccitto – Staff 2009-2010
Maria Teresa Medina Quintana – Staff 2006-2008
Andrea Glorioso – Staff 2006-2007
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ANNEX II – NEXA PUBLICATIONS

This section includes published articles, but also other products of the research of the Nexa fellows, encom-
passing reports and some selected blog-posts and presentations. Please, notice that the list is not comprehen-
sive and just includes a set of contributions signaled by the Nexa fellows themselves. 

All Nexa Staff members and Fellows are listed in bold type.

Reasearch Publications 
(books; articles; papers)

M. ALOVISIO, Privacy e pubblicazione on line di dati sui distacchi e permessi , in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 
2014.
M. ALOVISIO, Annullata la sanzione per utilizzo di tablet e i-Pad presso esercizi commerciali , in Quotidiano Giuridico, Ip-
soa (law review), 2014.
M.  ALOVISIO (CO-AUTHOR), Le  frodi  telematiche,  in  Community  Oracle (e-book),  2014, 
http://frodi.clusit.it/views/Homepage.html
M. ALOVISIO, Piano Nazionale per la protezione cibernetica e la sicurezza informatica , in  Quotidiano Giuridico, Ipsoa 
(law review), 2014.
M. ALOVISIO, Trasparenza e partecipate, in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 2014.
M. ALOVISIO, Vademecum smart city città intelligente, in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 2013.
M. ALOVISIO, Wi-fi libero nel decreto del fare, in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 2013.
M. ALOVISIO, La pubblicazione on line di dati sensibili negli enti locali secondo la Civiti , in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law 
review), 2013.
M. ALOVISIO, Il rapporto fra l’istituto del diritto di accesso civico del nuovo testo unico in materia di trasparenza ammin -
istrativa ed il diritto di accesso ai documenti amministrativi, in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 2013.
M. ALOVISIO, Il bilanciamento tra trasparenza e privacy, in Quotidiano degli enti locali (law review), 2013.
M. ALOVISIO, Il regolamento sui droni, in Quotidiano Giuridico, Ipsoa (law review), 2013.
G. ARATA, Enti locali e social network: il progetto #socialPA, in Il Mulino 2/2014 (article), 2014, http://www.rivistail-
mulino.it/journal/article/index/Article/Journal:RWARTICLE:76171/Item/Journal:RWARTICLE:76171
C. ARTUSIO, F. MORANDO, Creative Commons 4.0 Licenses: a Sui Generis Challenge?, in P. Parycek, N. Edelmann,  Ce-
DEM14 – Proceedings of the Conference for E-Democracy and Open Governement 2014, Donau-Universität (confer-
ence paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/artusio2014creative
E. BASSI, D. LEONI, S. LEUCCI, J. PANE, L. VACCARI, Opening Public Deliberations: Transparency, Privacy, Anonymization, in P. 
Casanovas (ed.), LNAI, Springer Series AICOL IV-V (article), forthcoming.
L. PAOLAZZI, L. VACCARI, M. COMBETTO, F. GLERIA, E. BASSI, Il processo di valorizzazione del patrimonio informativo pub-
blico. Il caso del Trentino, in Atti 17° Conferenza Nazionale ASITA (conference paper), forthcoming.
J. STEVOVIC,  E. BASSI, A. GIORI, F. CASATI, G. ARMELLIN,  Enabling Privacy by Design in  Medical  Records Sharing, in S. 
Gutwirth et  al. (eds.),  Computers, Privacy  and Data  Protection-Reforming Data  Protection: The  Global  Perspective , 
Springer (book chapter) forthcoming.
S. BASSO, M. MEO,  J. C. DE MARTIN, Strengthening Measurements from the Edges: Application-Level Packet Loss Rate  
Estimation, in ACM SIGCOMM Computer Communication Review (journal paper), 2013, http://nexa.polito.it/publica-
tions/basso2013strengthening
S. BASSO, E. MASALA, A. SERVETTI J. C. DE MARTIN, Measuring DASH Streaming Performance from the End Users Per-
spective using Neubot, in Proceedings of the ACM Multimedia Systems (MMSys) (conference paper), 2014, http://nex-
a.polito.it/publications/basso2014measuring
E. MASALA, A. SERVETTI, S. BASSO, J. C. DE MARTIN, Challenges and Issues on Collecting and Analyzing Large Volumes of  
Network Data Measurements, East-European Conference on Advances in Databases and Information Systems (AD-
BIS)  2013,  Special  session  on  Big  Data:  New  Trends  and  Applications (conference  paper),  2013, 
http://nexa.polito.it/publications/masala2014challenges
L. BENUSSI, Innovazione sociale e ICT: nuove piattaforme web per il crowdfunding e l’analisi delle politiche pubbliche, in 
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La  social  innovation  come  nuovo  paradigma  politico.  Politche  Piemonte,  Ires  Piemonte  (article),  2014, 
http://www.politichepiemonte.it/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=344:innovazione-sociale-
e-ict-nuove-piattaforme-web-per-il-crowdfunding-e-lanalisi-delle-politiche-pubbliche&catid=67:social-
innovation&Itemid=88
F. CAIRO, Linked Knowledge: Rheingold, Weinberger, and the Challenges of the Web, in Mediascapes Journal 2/13 (arti-
cle), 2014 http://bib03.caspur.it/ojspadis/index.php/mediascapes/article/view/11616
M. CIURCINA, Beni culturali: brevi note su dati e loro uso pubblico alla luce delle recenti modifiche legislative , in Archeolo-
gia  e  Calcolatori,  Supplemento  4,  (book  chapter),  2013, 
http://www.progettocaere.rm.cnr.it/databasegestione/open_oai_page_sup.asp?id=oai:www.progettocaere.rm.cn-
r.it/databasegestione/A_C_oai_Archive_sup.xml:748
A. COGO, Annotazioni in tema di tutela dell'opera inedita, in Giurisprudenza Commerciale (case comment), 2014.
A. COGO, Opere cinematografiche e diritti futuri: qualche spunto in argomento, in Giurisprudenza Italiana (case com-
ment), 2013.
E. MASALA, F. DE VITO, J. C. DE MARTIN, On the Effects of Sender-Receiver Concealment Mismatch on Multimedia Com-
munication Optimization, in Multimedia Tools and Applications (journal article), forthcoming.
J. C. DE MARTIN, A. SERVETTI, P. BUCCIOL, Vehicular Communications in J. D. Gibson (ed.) Mobile Communications Hand-
book, Third Edition, CRC Press (book chapter), 2013.
G. FROSIO, Rediscovering Cumulative Creativity from the Oral Formulaic Tradition to Digital Remix: Can I Get a Witness? , 
in J. Marshal Rev. Intell. Prop. L. 13(2) (journal paper), 2014, http://repository.jmls.edu/ripl/vol13/iss2/3/ 
G. FUTIA, F. CAIRO, F. MORANDO, L. LESCHIUTTA, Exploiting Linked Data and Natural Language Processing for the  
Classification of Political Speech,  in P. Parycek, N. Edelmann,  CeDEM14 – Proceedings of the Conference for E-Democ-
racy and Open Governement 2014, (conference paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/futia2014exploiting
G. FUTIA, E. ZIMUEL, S. BASSO, J. C. DE MARTIN, The NeuViz Data Visualization Tool for Visualizing Internet-Measure-
ments Data, in Mondo Digitale (journal paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/publications/futia2014neuviz
G. FUTIA, E. ZIMUEL, S. BASSO, J. C. DE MARTIN, Visualizing Internet-Measurements Data for Research Purposes: the  
NeuViz Data Visualization Tool, in Congresso Nazionale AICA, Salerno, Italy (conference paper), 2013, http://nexa.poli-
to.it/aica-2013-neuviz
G. B. GALLUS, Open data by default e i suoi significati, in  giuristitelematici.com (article), 2014, http://www.giuris-
titelematici.com/dettEditoriale.aspx?idDet=1833
G. B. GALLUS, “Ronde digitali” a caccia di diffamazioni online, nell’interesse di dipendenti e amministratori pubblici? , in 
LeggiOggi (article),  2013,  http://www.leggioggi.it/2013/05/27/ronde-digitali-a-caccia-di-diffamazioni-online-
nellinteresse-di-dipendenti-e-amministratori-pubblici/
G.  B.  GALLUS,  Frode  informatica  e  “furto  di  identità  digitale”,  in  LeggiOggi (article),  2013, 
http://www.leggioggi.it/2013/10/21/frode-informatica-e-furto-di-identita-digitale/
R. IEMMA, F. MORANDO, M. OSELLA, Breaking public administrations’ data silos: the case of Open-DAI, and a comparison  
between open data platforms, in P. Parycek, N. Edelmann,  CeDEM14 – Proceedings of the Conference for E-Democ-
racy  and  Open  Governement  2014, Donau-Universität  (conference  paper),  2014,  http://nexa.polito.it/iem-
ma2014open 
L. LESCHIUTTA, G. FUTIA, Open Access and Database Anonymization an Open Source Procedure Based on an Italian  
Case Study, in P. Parycek, N. Edelmann,  CeDEM14 – Proceedings of the Conference for E-Democracy and Open Gov-
ernement 2014, Donau-Universität (conference paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/leschiutta2014open
S. LEUCCI, I. BEDINI, F. FARAZI, I. TANKOYEU, D. LEONI, F. GLERIA, Open Government Data: Fostering Innovation, Samos Work-
shop – SharePSI (conference paper), submitted.
S. LEUCCI, Appunti sul difficile rapporto tra linguaggio, diritto penale e tecnologia, in Informatica e Diritto (paper), 2013. 
A. MANTELERO, La riforma della data protection in Europa: un’opportunità per le imprese, in Giustizia Civile (article), 
2014,  http://www.giustiziacivile.com/soggetti-e-nuove-tecnologie/approfondimenti/la-riforma-della-data-protec-
tion-europa-un-opportunit-le
A. MANTELERO, Responsabilità del provider, in F. Delfini, G. Finocchiaro (ed.), Diritto privato dell’informatica, Torino 
(book chapter), 2014.
A. MANTELERO, G. VACIAGO, Social Media and Big Data, in B. Akghar, A. Staniforth, F. Bosco (eds.), Cyber Crime and 
Cyber Terrorism Investigator's Handbook, Elsevier (book chapter), 2014.
A. MANTELERO, G. VACIAGO, The "Dark Side" of Big Data: Private and Public Interaction in Social Surveillance, in Com-
puter  Law  Review  (article),  2014,  http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/cri.2013.14.issue-
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A. MANTELERO, Competitive value of data protection: the impact of data protection regulation on on-line behaviour , in 
International  Data  Privacy  Law,  3  (4)  (academic  article),  2013, 
http://staff.polito.it/alessandro.mantelero/Mantelero_Competitive%20value%20of%20data%20protection_pre-
print.pdf
T. MARGONI, Open Government Data – Dati aperti nel settore pubblico: quadro normativo, diritto d'autore, licenze, ed  
esempi, in Beni Comuni Digitali, forthcoming.
N. DIETR, L. GUIBAULT, T. MARGONI, K. SIEWICZ, G. SPINDLER, A. WIEBE, Study on open research data and licensing practices,  
OpenAirePlus, 2014, http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2391280
T. MARGONI, Not for designers: on the inadequacies of EU design law and how to fix it , in JIPITEC, 4(3) (academic art-
icle), 2013, http://ssrn.com/abstract=2361682 
T. MARGONI, Open design? 3D printing and open license, in B. van den Berg, S. van der Hof, C. Mair (eds.), proceedings  
of the eLaw Conference “3D Printing: Destiny, Doom or Dream?”, Leiden (conference paper) 2013.
T. MARGONI, M. PERRY, Deep pockets, packets, and safe harbours, in Ohio State Law Journal, 74-6, (academic article), 
2013, http://ssrn.com/abstract=2296216
T. MARGONI, Case C 521/11, Amazon v. Austro-Mechana, 11 July 2013, in  IRIS 2013-9:1/2, (case comment), 2013, 
http://merlin.obs.coe.int/cgi-bin/article.php?iris_r=2013%209%202&language=en
F. MORANDO, R. IEMMA, E. RAITERI, Privacy evaluation: what empirical research on users’ valuation of personal data tells  
us, in Internet Policy Review, (journal paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/morando2014privacy 
F. MORANDO, R. IEMMA, S. BASSO, Is there such a thing as free government data?, in Internet Policy Review, (journal 
paper), 2013, http://nexa.polito.it/publications/morando2013psi
F. OPPICI, S. BASSO, J. C. DE MARTIN, How do universities use social media? An empirical survey of Italian academic in-
stitutions, in P. Parycek, N. Edelmann,  CeDEM14 – Proceedings of the Conference for E-Democracy and Open Gov-
ernement 2014, Donau-Universität (conference paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/oppici2014universities
F. OPPICI, J. C. DE MARTIN, F. MORANDO, S. BASSO, G. FUTIA, Social University - Le università italiane sui social net-
work, Nexa Working Paper No. 2014-1 (paper), 2014, http://nexa.polito.it/working-paper/2014-1
U. PAGALLO, E. BASSI, Open Data Protection: Challenges, Perspectives and Tools for the Re-use of PSI , in M. Hildebrand, 
K. O’Hara, M. Waidner  (eds.),  Digital  Enlightenment  Yearbook, IOS  Press, Amsterdam  (book  chapter)  2013, 
http://www.digitalenlightenment.org/publication/def-yearbook-2013-value-personal-data
U. PAGALLO, Online Security and the Protection of Civil Rights: A Legal Overview, in Philosophy & Technology, 26, 4 (arti-
cle) 2013, http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-013-0119-6
U. PAGALLO, Robots in the Cloud with Privacy: A New Threat to Data Protection?, in Computer Law & Security Review, 
29, 5, (article) 2013, http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0267364913001398 
E. PAVAN,  Politics  and Social  Networks, in  Encyclopedia on  Social  Network Analysis and Mining, Berlin  Heidelberg:  
Springer-Verlag (encyclopedia item), 2014.
E. PAVAN,  V. BAZZARIN, Medicina 2.0. Comunicare la salute via social media, Cagliari, Prometeo Ed. (e book), 2013.
E. PAVAN,  Collective action and Web 2.0. An exploratory network analysis of Twitter use during campaigns, in Sociologica  
3/2013 (article), 2013.
G. GHIDINI, J. R. PERITZ, M. RICOLFI (eds.), TRIPs and Developing Countries. Towards a New IP World Order, Edward Elgar, 
Celtenham (book as editor), 2014.
M. RICOLFI, Contraffazione di marchio e responsabilità degli internet service provider, in Il dir. Ind., (academic article) 
2013.
M. RICOLFI, Public Sector Information as Open Data. Access, Re-Use and the Third Innovation Paradigm , in D. Beldiman 
(ed.), Access to Information and Knowledge. 21 Century Challenges in Intellectual Property and Knowledge Governance , 
Eward Elgar, Celtenham (book chapter), 2013.
M. RICOLFI, IP Limitations and Exceptions and Competition: a Normative Assessment , in AIDA 2013 (academic article), 
2013.
C. SAPPA, Le opere orfane: la soluzione Europea, in Nuove Leggi Civili Commentate (academic article), 2014.
C. SAPPA, Les utilizations des oeuvres orphelines, principes généraux et objectifs du législateur européen. Regard croisé  
sur les directives 2012/28/UE, 2003/98/CE et 2013/37/UE, in Les humanités numériques (Oeuvres collective réunissant  
les actes du colloque du 6/XII/2013, Sorbonne, Paris) (paper), 2014.
C. SAPPA, The principle of non discrimination, in P. Torremans, I. Stamatoudi (eds.), EU Copyright Law (book chapter), 
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2014.
C. SAPPA, Newspapers, Journalists and Copyright, in Proceedings of the Conference on Freedom of Press, 10 - 12 June  
2014, Turin (paper), 2014.
M. A. SENOR, Net or not neutrality?, in Medialaws.eu (article) 2014, http://www.medialaws.eu/net-or-not-neutrality/
M. A. SENOR, Braccialetti elettronici: specifiche tecniche obsolete e problemi di privacy, in Medialaws.eu (article) 2014, 
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