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» Concepts help us to give meaning to,
make sense of, and interact with reality.

* When reality changes too quickly and
dramatically we are conceptually wrong- »
footed. :

* This is what has happen with ICTs.

* Redesigning or reengineering our
conceptual tools is essential.
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* The Onlife Initiative - Concept
Reengineering Exercise

« Radical impact of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) on the
human condition: modify relationships to
ourselves, to others, and to the world.

* Group of researchers explored the policy-
relevant consequences of such impact.
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* the blurring of the distinction between
reality and virtuality;
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amazon-co-llk floridi's Amazon Today's Deals GiftCards Sell Help
N

Virtualisation of the real: top 100
brands worth $2.4 trillion in 2012.
Reification of the virtual: global

video game market worth S$65
billion in 2011.
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In recent years, the world has been adapting to Al
limited capacities increasingly well.

Enveloping the world without fully realising it.

In robotics, an envelope (also
known as reach envelop) is
the three-dimensional space
that defines the boundaries
that the robot can reach.
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Dishwasher vs. Humanoid Robot
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reality and virtuality

THE FIRST LAPTOP DESIGNED TO BE
YOUR FIRST LAPTOP

Sham proudly smacunces the armival  and an opsional secosd 3V4* 720KB floppy

of our Laptop computer. disk drive. And, since it can run os hatter-
We've ramed it the PC-250L Youll s, it completely portable.
call it the ideal fint laptop. Ons moee thing you'll cajoy: a price
Because it pocks the power of a full- that will pamper your wallet.
ize dosk opin k 2 For fint hind o on the
octs new PC-4501, see your Sharp écaler. Or call
i OKB 1 1-800-BE-SHARP
up, cn( to read Sepertwist l}fb-hphy.
fou 310 pet 3 laptop that’s IBA .
computible, expandzbie to 610KB RAM, oM P s
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10 . | for Europe

Ca. 20% of EU population used a laptop to access

the internet, via wireless away from home or work.

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
-®- European Union - 27 countries

European Commission. Diaital Agenda Scoreboard
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* the blurring of the distinctions between
human, machine and nature;
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Cathy Hutchinson controls a robot
arm with her thoughts, through
BrainGate, May 2012.
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human, artificial, natural

Ehe New JJork Times Business Day

Technology

WORLD US. NY./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION

Many problems in e-health, safety security and
conflicts, or in financial markets already arise
within highly enveloped environments.
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Nanotechnology, the Internet of Things.

Web 2.0, Semantic Web, Cloud computing.
Microsoft Kinect (Nintendo Wii, Sony PlayStation).
Augmented reality (advertisement, entertainment).
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 the reversal from information scarcity to
information abundance; and
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from scarcity to abundance

Microprocessor Transistor Counts 1971-2011 & Moore’s Law
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1,000,000,000 =

Two limits to the speed of growth of data:

thermodynamics and intelligence.
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GROWTH OF
GLOBAL DATA
(In zettabytes)

2020

STORAGE COST
PER GIGABYTE
in US$
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from scarcity to abundance

Acquisition/Storage

Usability
Security/Safety
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Overload ll

Global information created and available storage
Exabytes
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* the shift from the primacy of entities to the
primacy of interactions.
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" THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT

| Ringroad
| Cirencester
| A4289

To be is to be interactable.

Objects as roundabouts of
relations and processes.
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Radical transformations changing:

 our self-conception (who we are)

* mutual interactions (socialise)

* our conception of reality (metaphysics)
* our interactions with reality.

No philosophy of mistrust, but a constructive
contribution to “rethinking the referential
frameworks on which policies are built” in a
hyperconnected world.
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We are not immobile, at the centre of the universe
(Copernicus).

We are not unnaturally detached and diverse from
the rest of the animal world (Darwin).

We are not Cartesian subjects entirely transparent to
ourselves (Freud).

We are not disconnected agents, but
informational organisms (inforgs), sharing
with biological and engineered agents an
environment which is basically informational
(infosphere).(Turing).
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Philosophy as conceptual design. The art of Creatfng
and evaluating explanatory answers for questions
genuinely open to debate and honest disagreement,

even in principle.

ts investigations constitute a space of inquiry
oroadly definable as normative.

t iIs an open space: anyone can step into it, and
disagreement is always possible. It is also a dynamic
space, for when its cultural environment changes,

philosophy follows suit and evolves. w3
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Today, the sort of conceptual design that we need is the
philosophy of information, in order to deal with some
of the most important problems of our time.
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